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ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATIOR

The Porfirian Poliitical Elite: Life Pattern-
of the Delegates to the 1892

Unidén Liberal Convention

by

Jacqueline Ann Rice
Doctor of Phileosophy in Higtory
University of California, Los Angeles, 1979

Professor James W. Wilkie, Chair

There has long existed the notion that a group or
clique of intellectuals—-usually called the "Cientificos”
because they favored scientific or positivistic approaches
to political development--was somehow crucial to the
operation of the Mexican government during the rule of
porfirio Dfaz (1876-1910), especially in the later phase,
coinciding with the turxrn of the century. Since it proves
imoossible to identify such a group with precisijon, 1
study here the lives of the seventy delegates to the 1892
Union Liberal Convention, which met in Mexico City to
support the fourth reelection of President D{az. The

Unidn Liberal, as an organization has little importance,

xil



except that its manifesto was later identified as the
first political statement of the alleged Cientificos.

The Unién Liberal delegates, as a population, on the other
hand, are a wide sampling of the Porfirian peclitical elite,
containing those most frequently considered Cientificos

as well as others.

Source material for the study included wills and in-
ventories, business contracts, and educational and
military dossiers. Data of these types were collected
for each of the seventy individuals and compiled to reveal
any overall patterns, trends, or internal articulation,
without letting the individuals fade into anonymity.
Categories of interest include background and education,
professional life, office-holding, business activity and
family ties. These categories are covered in an equal
number of chapters which form the body of the work, while
a concluding chapter returns in mere substantive terms to
some broader interpretive questions. Biographical
sketches with complete bihliographical references are
found in an Appendix.

In general, the varicus chapters reveal normal proce-
dures, continuity with the past, and diversification of
activity in each of the categories examined. Another
orominent characteristic is the special nature of the
capital-provinee ties, with delegates shuttling hack and

forth between Mexico City and home region.

®xitd



With regard to regional origins, the Unién Liberal
Convention was the national assembly that it claimed to
be; birthdates also show a wide spread without notable
clustering. Law was by far the most porular profession
among the delegates though multiplicity of occupational
interests characterized professional life.

Looking at the delegates as office-hoiders, the
presence of the older generation in high political office
during Porfirian times indicates a continuity from the
earlier part of the century. There seems to have been
little change across the period in recruitment or in the
type of offices prominent individuals held. The Porfirian
political elite appears to have been characterized by
standard renewal processes and not to have undergone any
major internal change, crisis or disintegration.

With regard to the business interests ¢f the dele-
gates, over half either owned haciendas or were members
of families that did. While their wsalth cannot presently
be guantified, this alone puts them at a certain level.
Delegates tended to own land in their natal or adjacent
regions, and reinforced their ties by representing these
areas in national political office.

The characteristics exhibited by the delegates with
rtegard to marriage and bloodlines indicate that threir
familial structure [ollowed the uwsual Hispanic patterns

in all respects. The Unién Liberal delegates connected

xiv



tc even wider familial networks, with emphasis on
relations with lccal regional elite and to the broader
Mexico City elite, rather than tightly intermarrxying

with each other. And finally, it appears that the Mexican
Revolution of 1910 did little to disrupt the patterns of
old age for the subjects of this study, although apparent-~

ly none returned to high political office.



PREFACE

There has long existed the notion that a group or
clique of intelliectuals—-usually called the "Cientificos"
because they favored scientific or positivistic approaches
to political development--was somehow crucial to the
operation of the Mexican government during the rule of
Porfirio Df{az (1876-1910), especially in the later phase,
coinciding with the turn of the century. Although the
concept of a cohesive Cient{fico clique with very special
tenets interested scholars, they very reasonably side-
stepped the issue of precisely defining the group and
simply concentrated on identifying prominent and articu-
late figures known to be influential in Porfirian circles.

When I first conceived of the present study I set out
to identify the Cientfficos, collect data on many aspects
of their careers, work cut the patterns in those data., and
bring the results in relation with the politicians'
expressed opinions. Such a plan, however, quickly ran up
against a simple and almost insurmountable obstavle: it
is impossible to identity the Cientificos, One can only
identify groups, even though not designated, when there is
objective criterion for the people included, such as being

in a certain physical locality or belecw a certain weight,



But one cannot identify conclusively any group to which
a derogatory political nickname is applied. 1t is as
impossible to pin down Cientificos as it would be the

“warmongers," "reds," or "muckrakers." As shown in
Chapter I, the absence of a monolithically defined group
in the literarure suggests that the term "Cient{fico" was
a slogan and rallying point for the non-participating
political factions--an overt power play by the disconten-
ted. The attention directed to the Cient{ficos was
designed originally to discredit a contemporary regime,
not to combat a philosophy per se. Moreover, if the
Cientificos were created as a political sleogan, later
works that focused on them as the pivotal group were
relying on a shary historical foundation at best, mis-
leading at worst. Since the term lacks objective content
and those to whom it was vaguely applied never accepted
the identification, there is in the strict sense no such
thing as a Cient{fico group, unless one arbitrarily re-
defines it.

To resolve these inconsistencies I decided, there-
fore to study the lives of a wider sampling of Porfirian
political elite, one which would contain both those most
frequently considered Cientificos as well as others. In
this manner I hope to see if any clear characteristics of
a subgroup emerge.

This study is of a kind sometimes called prosopo-



graphical, in which data of various types are collected
for each of the individuzls of a given group and then,
without the individuals fading into anonymity, the data
are complled and compared to reveal any overall patterns,
trends, or internal articulation, My categories of
interest, as broad as seemed practical, include back-
ground and education, professional life, office-holding,
business activity and family ties. These categories are
covered in an equal number of chapters, which form the
body of the work, while a concluding chapter returns in
more substantive terms to some broader interpretive
guestions.

To achieve my ends, I study the membership of the
1892 Unién Liberal Convention, though my analysis is not
of the Unidén Liberal as a political club, of its ideology
as seen in its manifesto, nor of a positivistic movement.
Rather this work is a study of life patterns among the
Porfirian political elite as seen through the Unidn
Liberal delegates. Because the Unidn Liberal Convention
was my initial point of reference and all seventy
delegates were present in Mexico City in April 1882, I
began the search for life history data in Mexico City
archives,

The use of Mexico City archives was a pragmatic
choice. To travel to all of Mexico's distant state

capitals in order to collect regional materials was out



of the question, though I did get access to the notarial
archives in Puebla. Since the materials were collected
primarily in the Federal District, the data provide a view
»f the Porfirian elite sezn from a Mexico City perspective.
By concentrating on federal archives we may be losing in-
formation on secondary figures or prominent personages
rooted in regional life. Deficiencies in the data pool
do not, however, invalidate the subsequent analysis
because many of the regional figqures were often in the
capital and made wills and left other documentation there,
thus yielding a fairly complete picture of regional
activity of the members, especially those from the
central and gulf regions. The fact that certain delegsates
were born, educated, Qérried, conducted business, and died
in their region (as evidenced by the nearly total lack of
materials registered in the Federal District for some of
them} is & forxceful argument for further regional studies.
My source material was culled primarily from four
types of archives: 1) educational records located at the

Archivo Escolar, Mexico City: 2) hoias de servicios or

military records in the Archivo Historico de la Defensa
Nacional, Mexico City; 3) wills and inventories filed at
the Archivo Judicial, Mexico City; and 4) business con-
tracts registered with the notarial archives of Mexico
City and Puebla.

Educational records housed at the aArchivo Escolar



are of two types. The first is collective data found in

the matrfculas (grade books) or in the borredores de

matriculas (day books). Through these materials
~egearchers can locate stuadents, seeing who went to2 school
with whom. Interspersed throwghout these materials are
the mundane matters that comprise school administration,

such as money owed to professors or pensionistas. For

the second half of the nineteenth century materials in
this archive relate to the Colegio de San Ildefonso and
its successor, the Escuela Nacional Preparatoria, among
others less important for my purpose.

The second type of material found in the Archivo

Escolar were the individual educational expedientes, or
dossiers, containing A variety of data on the individual's
academic experience in the Federal District. Occasionally
one finds a copy of a student's exam or professional
thesis, providing the researcher with an opportunity to
see a delegate at an early stage in his intellectual
development. Included also in these packets are cor-
respondence, usually about one's academic credits. Such
letters indicate where students attended school before
coming to the Federal District. These letters were
especially abundant for the law students, whose profes-
sional training was becoming standardized and subject to
accreditation.

The names and/or dossiers of twenty-four Unidn Liberal



delegates were found in the Archivo Escolar, Another
twelve are known to have sent their children to school

in the Federal District, even if the delegate had himself
received his education ir. a regional institution. Thus
the academic histories for some families can be traced
for several generations. The Archivo Escolar was quite
accessible, once I had established its location within
the University of Mexico.

Of all the archives I encountered, the military
archives, housed at the Defensa Nacional, were the most
closely guarded. Letters of introduction were followed
by a military review of the materials I wanted to examine.
Expedientes included service records, petitions, and
ietters. 1 found expédientes on six delegates.,

Hojas de servicios contain periodic reviews of
military service, tracing the officers' entrance and
subsequent professional activities. If an officer wanted
to serve in Congress, or take leave for personal reasons,
his application would be included in the expediente.
Sometimes an expediente held surprises, such as in the
case of Agustin Sanginés, whose repeated escapes from
military court martial provide an interesting perspective
on ceorporate justice. Salaries and pensions, also corporate
issues, wWere a consistent theme among the correspondence
found in these folders. Pensions were job-related and

very important to most officers.



Twenty-five wills and inventories concerning Unidn
Liberal delegates were located in the Arcnivo Judicial,
Mexico City. Materials relevant to the Porfiriato are
indexed and give an indication of an individual's worth
at the end of his life, even if in some cases they are in-
complete or intentionally misleading so that the benefici-
aries could avoid inheritance taxes. Deflated wills were
particularly evident in the post-1910 period. If a
delegate owned property in both Mexico City and another
state or states, these assets may be unrecorded in the
federal inventories. Jestis Valenzuela, for example,

large landowner in Chihuahua and publisher of the literary

journal Revista Moderna de México, filed his will in Mexico
City in 1907 (though he did not die until 1911). Valen-
zuela acknowledged and disposed of the jcurnal, but
indicated nothing of his Chihuahuan investments or hold-
ings.

Especially for Mexico City residents, wills and
inventories offer detailed descriptions of personal
possessions that identify what a man valued. Some delegates
had in their inventories libraries that were individually
catalogued, book by book. Family relationships were
clarified, as were dependent relatives, while in other
cases, religiovs beliefs were stressed, if one declared
himself a Catholic in good standing.

And finally, the Mexico City notarial archives are



as rich in contracts and deeds as the period was with
economic development, though only the records of dis-
continued or diskbanded notaries are stored there, The
wvariety of materials inclwude marriage contracts, Puasiness
liquidations and/or partnerships, land sales, and govern-
ment concessions. These materials give an idea of who was
doing business with whom and how.

Locating materials in four different archives acted
as a cross-check system on the reliability of the data.
Whereas school records list the delegates' ages, the wills
and inventories provided birthdates. In cases where the
information ceoincided, I proceeded with assurance., Some-
times, as in the case with birthdates, the information
differed, which began‘a painstaking process of evaluating
all the materials collected on the delegates in order to
discern consistency of the facts. Occasionally, within
the same expediente there was conflicting information,
when for instance, a birth certificate recorded one date,
but a marriage or death certificate recorded anosther. In
cother words, the mere fact that a document was registera=d
did not make it reliable--only the constant interplay and
evaluation of sources gave the data reliability. 1In cases
where conflicting data could not be reconciled, as in the
determination of birthdates, discrepancizs are noted in
the tables found in the body of the study.

To a lesser extent I used other sources, including



the Porfirio Diaz papers at the University of the Americas
in Cholula; newspapers housed at the Hemeroteca Nacional,
Mexice City; and the Latin American Collection at the
Yniversity of Texas, BAustin. Biographical dictionaries
were also of help in campleting the study.

Traditionally research on the Porfiriato has been
limited largely to Congressional debates and newspapers
which provide a detailed but not necessarily balanced
approach to the topic. Going one step further and using
less structured and less accessible sources, 1 hope to
augment the existing body of knowledge and provide new
insights into the fabric of Porfirian society. Perhaps
only after additional studies for regional areas will we
know whether the pattérns and thoughts seen here were
common to the entire Porfirian elite or special to a cer-
tain sector. In any case, this work aims to offer a new
view of the lives of important Mexicans,

Appendix A, Biographical Sketches, also provides
bibliographic references by individual and is the material
from which many of the tables are derived. The reader is
directed to that Appendix for the specific materials
culled from the variety of sources described above.

On a more personal note, much appreciated financial
assistance for the project was provided by the U.S. Agency
for International Development: Latin American BEducation

and Social Indicators Grant, and the Fulbright-Hayes



Dissertation Fellowship Program. In addition, I am
especially grateful to my brother, CGerald Rice, for his
generous support of my efforts. Warm thanks go also to

the director of the dissertation, Professor James W.
Wilkie, as well as to the other members of the dissertation
committee, Professors James Lockhart and Susan Purcell,

for their help and cooperation,
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CHAPTER I
HISTORIOQGRAPHIC BACKGROUND AMD

RATIONALE OF THE STUDY

In the wake of the 1910 Mexican Revolution, scholars
needing to justify the upheaval portrayed the overthrown
regime of Porfirio Dfaz in negative terms. The Porfiriato
(1876-1911) became for them an emotional topic that was

impossible to treat objectively. Not until 1955, with

the publication of Daniel Cosfo Villegas' Historia Moderna
de México, did a more serene attitude prevail and the
serious process of anélyzing the Porfirian period as part
of general Mexican history begin,

The Porfiriato, in its day sometimes called the Pax
Porfiriana, offered a thirty-four year period of peace
after sixty years of civil war had followed the 1810
movement to gain political independence from Spain. Twice
the civil wars of the early and mid-century were inter-~
rupted by foreign invasion, first from the United States,
1846 to 1848, and later by the French Intervention from 1863
to 1867, The nineteenth centnry struggles to create a
sovereign Mexican state, free of external invasion and
internal division, produced an abundance of national

heroes, with Porfirio Di{az as the archetype. Diaz used

11



his support to modernize the country by providing peace
for the econcmic progress that had earlier been impeded
by the chaos of civil strife. Although Diaz gained much
support because of his eronomic programs, mounting
criticism of his regime led to hig downfall in 191pp-1911.
Despite the fact that the Porfiriato until recently was
roundly condemned, some now see it as a constructive
period.2 Following in the foctsteps of Cosio, new studies
cf the Porfirian period have foresworn simply analyzing
presidential policy and actions, and historians are
adding new dimensions to their study of Porfirian pclitics
at the national level.

Previously, that is in pre-Cosioc views, tha Cientifi-
cos were considered tﬁe power elite who manipulated late
nineteenth~century economic and political structures;
works in this vein tended to detail the intrigues and

machinations of the Cient{ficos.3

Apologists for the
Porfirian era claimed that the Cientf{ficos were an expres-
sion of Mexican nationalism, protecied by sciesntific jargon
and wrapped in oprofessinnal, non-aristocratic garb.4

While biographers contributed to the great man theory of
national development.5 the socialist school pointed to

the cooperation of the national and internaticonal capital-

ists in the explcitation of Mexican resourCEs.6 The newest

trend emerging in the aistoricgraphy of ths Cientificos

12



identifies them as precursors of the present-day techne-
crats, or neo-Cient{ficos.’

Perspectives on the Cient{ficos are dependent upon
the observer's perspective of the Mexican Revolution.
Mexican intellectuals, such as Leopoldo Zea deem the
cient{ficos' use and adaptation of Positivism a key factor
working against the development of an indigenous ideology
which could encourage social justice in a context of
economic growth.8 No one has studied the history of
Positivism in Latin America more thoroughly than Zea.

His first major works, El Positivismc en México and

Apogeo v Decadencia del Positivismo en México, published

in 1943-44, have dominated the literature for decades.

Zea traced the pﬁilosophies of Auguste Comte, Herbert
Spencer, and John Stuart Mill from Eurcope to their intro-
duction into Mexico in 1867 by Dr. Gabino Berreda, founder
and first director of the Escuela Nacional Preparatoria.
According to Zea, the Cientificos were a generation of
Mexican bourgeoisie, who, after education at the Escuela
Nacional Preparatoria, entered the forefront of political
life in 1892 by founding the Unién Liberal. Proceeding
to monopolize the administrative echelon of government
then, they corrupted their principles for the sake of
self-enrichment.

Zea's thesis was not created in a vacuum; it reflects

an earlier revolutionary tradition, exemplified by Antonio

13



Manero's 1915 publication: ¢Que es la revolucién? Manero

wrote that
Z%he Cientfficog? because of their ability to
enrich themselves, became the object of general
discontent; they were called the Cient{<ico
Party because within this group there were
individuals who belonged to the "Unidn Liberal”
of 1892, a political party whose foundations
were in the social sciences....

Because such twentieth century views of the Cientificos

were either defensive or accusatory in nature, they were

predictably more passionate than objective, demonstrating

little regard for accurately defining Cientifico group

membership.

Each critic of the Cientificos defined them in Qif-
ferent terms. Luis Cabrera (writing under the pseudonym
of Lic. Blas Urrea) perceived the Cient{ficos as an intel-

lectunal construct. Writing in 1911, Cabrera argued that

cientificismo involved the "monopolizing of commercial

and financial advantages in favor of big business which
had official protection and influence.*1C Cabrera's
typoleogy included several descriptive categories: el

caciguismo, el peonismo, el fabriquismo, el hacendismo,

and el extranijerismo. In his conceptual framework Porfir-

ian society was composed of various groups or interests
which were conceptually independent of one another. Lépez
Portillo y Rojas, who followed the same type of analysis,

put the matter as follows:
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When we calmly and impartially trace the events
of the last twenty years of the Porfirian era,
history will show that there emerged a group of
talented men, but that they were contemptuous
of society. They proceeded to amass great
fortunes even as they lived divorced from that
soclety., It will also show that their influence
in the spheres of power, although well meaning
at times, in the end proved to offer the wrong
course and thus was detrimental to the general
good; and f£inally this disruptive association
contributed to the demise of the autocracy.ll

Historical writing that identified the Cientificos

with the Unibn Liberal, as Manero, Cabrera, and Ldpez-

Portillo y Rojas were wont to do, contributed to Zea's

“"definitive™ efforts to analyze the Cientificos in the

1940's.

Since then his unquestioned assumptions about

the cohesiveness and organizaticnal structure of the group

have continued unchecked and unchallenged while undergoing

an intense examination from an ideclogical perspective.

Reevaluation of the Zea interpretations did not begin

until the 1960's when two American historians, Charles

Hale and William Raat, began to guestion matters.12 Raat,

for example, reexamined the methodology and content of

some of Zea's most fundamental arguments and found them

lacking:

Zea was certain that the founders and signers

of the Unidn Liberal manifesto of 1892 were in
the same positivist tradition as the positivists
who had written for the newspaper La Libertad in
1878. Citing the authority of sragon's Essai,

he noted that such government administrators as
Limantour and Fernandez Leal consciously employed
techniques 0f positivism in making decisions.

On the wvague authority of Aragon alone, he
assumed that Porfirismo was a government which
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responded to the needs of a middle class which

susi_:aine@ its. position through‘a‘pyoces_s of 13

nationalization kased upon positivist ideology.
In Raat's analysis, the Cientificos appear far less
nositivistic and more concerned with the practicalities
one would expect to concern any Mexican political figure
of the time.

In this guestioning of traditicnal views of Porfirian
society, what should be the next step in the analysis of
the policies and procedures of the Diaz regime? One tack
would be to identify the Cient{ficos with precision and
to carry out a more rigorous analysis of the entire corpus
of their writings and statements, searching for what might
distinguish these from statements of other Mexican
peoliticians. But because of Raat's work, it seems quite
clear that no well-defined, emphasized body of doctrine
is there to be identified.

One is thrown back, then, on an approach in which
the special beliefs and procedures of the Cientificos
might be reflected in their life patterns. Possibly they
had distinctive governmental career patterns or different
education? Perhaps they had unigue types of investments,
or they formed a tight intermarrying clique among them-
selves or distinguished themselves from other segments of
society in any number of ways which could only emerge from
a compilation of facts of their lives. The problem with

this approach is that it anticipates the conclusion that
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there was a Cient{fico group in actual fact. But if
Raat’s work shows that no marked Cienti{fico intellectual
position existed, it would be inappropriate to adopt a
vrocedure that takes their group existence for granted.
Instead of taking that tack, I develop here from the
membership of the Unién Liberal Convention a sample of
people involved in Porfirian politics. Approaching the
matter in this way led me to reassess my interests, with
much less emphasis on the Cienti{fico guestion. If the
very existence of a subgroup was theoretically in doubt,
it might be best to ask at yet a deeper level the guestion
that the people who had been so curious about the Cienti-
ficos were trying to answer: How did Porfirian national
politics work in genefal? What were the personalistic
characteristics of the regime? Studying a broad cross-
section of Porfirian national politicians can also tell
us something about the role of the national capital and
the various regions in the regime's recruitment, and
whether recruitment continued at an even pace from the
same sources. Too, the standard career trajectory and
rewards for a Porfirian politician should be revealed. By
knowing what a typical figure's career looked like, we
can tell if what happens to any specific individual was
usual or unusual, whethexr his role was exceptionally great
or whether or not he was in political favor with the Diaz

government. Knowledge about life patterns of Porfirian
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politicians enables us to further establish an understand-
ing of Mexican political figures that can accompany life
history research conducted for earlier and later times.
1n this vein, and in view of the complex career overlap-
pings in nineteenth-century Mexican life, the Porfirian
political figures studied here can hardly be considered
gimply politicianz. In a vay, their carcers represent
"life patterns"” of a certain number of prominent Mexicans
who doubtless have much in common with their fellows.

In view of the great difficulty of compiling data
for nineteenth-century Mexico, and rather than taking,
for example, all cabinet ministers, or all congressmen
over the entire time period, I decided that I would need
to concentrate on a réasonably compact and easily identi-
fied group actually existing as a group at cne time
during the height of the Porfiriato. It might have been
feasible to study the entire corps of ministers, but there
would have been the danger of concentration on a single
restricted type of figure without its explanatory context.
The entire corps of congressmen would have been ideal
because Congress served as a clearing house and home-base
out of which politicians held many other kinds of national
office, and it was a place where the general spectrum of
national politicians came together. But as will be seen
in Chapter IV, it turns out to be very hard even to

identify the total membership of Congress for a given year.
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My solution was to settle upon analyzing the Unidn
Liberal delegates, a group who showed a willingness to

work together to support the Dfaz regime.

The Unién Liberal

On Saturday, April 23, 1892 seventy men met in Mexico
City to announce their political supoort for the fourth
reelection of the president, General Porfirio Dfaz. This
group gave itself a name, the Unidn Liberal, and argued
for the achievement of freedom through order and progress.
Clubs and conventions were part of the ordinary scene in
nineteenth-century Mexican politics, and there was no
intrinsic uniqueness to the Unién Liberal except that this
convocation was later identified as the first political
statement of the famed Cient{ficos.

The significance of the Unién Liberal within the
labyrinth of Porfirian society is that it was a microccsm
of political elite during a dynamic period of Mexican
economic development. According to one scholar the Unién
Liberal emerged at the mid-point of the Porfiriatc after

previous attempts to organize alcaldes and iefes politicos

failed to generate a fazsimile of political enthusiasm.]'5
During the Porfiriato, political c¢lubs were short-

lived, as were ‘he political principles that they

articulated,® However, as & political apparatus, such

a club could insure the participants' access to the

emerging public and private bureaucraciles charged with
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the distribution of credit and government concessions.

The Unién Liberal Convention was organized by Lic.
Manuel Romerc Rubio, then Minister of Cobernacién, and
a small group of hand-picked professionals, Romero Rubio’'s
forte was his acumen as a political broker:17 he forrmed 2
nucleus of distinguished men of diverse political per-
suasions who were of great importance to the national
reorganization that occurred during the Porfiriato. Six
delegates have been cited among Romero Rubio's intimates.
They were: Licenciados Manuel M. de Zamacona and Carlos
Rivas; Generals Mariano Escobedo and S6stenes Rocha;
Seriores Joaquin Redo and Pedro Diez Gutié&rrez. Moreover,
in his Mexico City law firm, f£ive other Unidn Liberal
delegates were once employed: Rosenda Pineda, Justo
Sierra, Joaquin D. Casastds, Roberto Nifiez and Emilio
Pimentel.l8 Apparently Justo Sierra authored the conven-
tion's manifesto; during its initial phase Manuel Zamacona
was the convention's provisional president; and later it
was Mariano Escobedo who presided over the convention as
president.

Despite the influence exerted by Romero Rubio on its
organization, the 1892 Unifén Libexal was a national con-
vention, patterned after the United States model of
political conventions. The Unién Liberal Convention was

designed by Diaz to counter the political apathy resulting

20



from both the absence of ideological direction and the
dearth of serious political opposition.

Aspirations of the delegates as articulated in the
midn Liberal manifesto were four: to gain the irremova-
kility of judges; to achieve the reorganization of govern-
ment (with special reference made to the War department) ;
to win the abolition of alcabalas (intra-state tariffs):
and to attain freedom of the press for the free expres-
sion of peolitical opinion. The delegates wanted to
institutionalize the political system and insure their
place in it. As perceived by historian Walter Breymann,
the Unidn Liberal manifesto reflected a reformist
tendency: the document received initial approval by a
group of eleven, inclﬁding Sierra, Pineda, Zamacona,
Pablo Macedo, José Ives Limantour and Francisco Bulnes.
Presidential reelection, perhaps the true core of the
group's concern, played a surprisngly small role in the
manifesto. The convention opened April 5, lasting
approximately twenty days. By April 19, Diaz was nominated
and on the 23rd the convention adopted the platform.

Table 1 offers the complete roster of Unién Liberal

delegates. The roster, and a text of the convention's

manifesto, appeared in El Siqlo XIX the day after the
convention adopted the platform. This kody of political
elite forms the basis for the analysis that follows in

subsequent chapters.
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FOOTNOTES

Daniel Cosfo Villegas, editox, Historia moderna de
México, 9 vols., (México: Editorial Hermes, 1955-
1972) . Daniel Cosfo Villegas felt so strongly that
the Porfiriato's hirtorical niche lay in its con-
tinuity with the nineteenth century struggles for
national sovereignty that the first three volumes
are an examination of the restored republic, or the
nistorical period encompassing 1867-1876. Cosio
Villegas' historical periodization employed a
generational rathexr than a purely ideclogical frame-
work. The nine volumes of the Historia moderna
cover politics, society, econcmy, and foreign affairs
for Mexico from 1867-1911,

See for example, Raymond Vernon, The Dilemma of
Mexico's Development (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1965}.

Authors who consider the Cientificos as the power
elite manipulating late nineteenth century economic
ané political structures include: José L. Cossio,
Monopelio v fraccionamiento de lea propiedad rdstica
(México: Tipografia de J.M. Linares, 19i4); Jos&
Lépez-Portillo y Rojas, Elevacidn vy cafda de Porfirio
Diaz (México: Libreria Espakola, 1921}; Antonio
Manero, El antiguo régimen v la revoiucidn (México:
Tipografia y Litografia “La Europea," 1911) and

The Meaning pf the Mexican Revolution (Veracruz:

La Herdica, 1913); Ram6n Prida, De la dictadura a la
anarquia (El Paso: n.p., 1914); Ramén Puenta, La
dictadura, la revolucién y sus hombres {(México:
Imprenta Sanchez, 1938); Alfonso Taracena, Mi vida

v el vertiqo de la revolucidn (M&xico: Ediciones
Botas, 1936).

Apologists include: Francisco Bulnes, The Whole
Truth about Mexico: President Wilson's Responsibility

iNew York: M. Bulnes Book Co., 1916) and El verdaderg
Diaz v la revolucifn (M&xico: 19553).

Biographies about Porfirio Diaz were popular at the
turn of the century; they tend to be self-serving and
were often written with the President's approval., See
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10.

for example: Ireneo Paz, Porfirio Dfaz: Leyenda
histérica 2 vols.(México: Ireneo Paz, 1911);

Goday, Jos€ F., Porfirio Dfiaz, presidente de México:
El fundador de una gran republica (México: Editoria
Nacional, 1959). In contrast to the laudatory style,
see: Carleton Beals, Porfirio Dfiaz: Dictator of

Mexico (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1932); Federico

de la Colina, Porfirio Dfaz: Su vida militar, sus

perfidias politicas, sus odios, sus traiciones, su

decadencia (México: Talleres del "Diario Republi-
cano,"” 1911).

Most of this work is recent, but the tradition began
as early as 1911 with John Kenneth Turner's Barbarous
Mexico (Chicago: Kerr and Co., 1911). See also
Moisés Gonzdlez Navarro, Mé&xico: el capitalismo
nacionalista (M&xico: Costa-Amic, 1970); Josd Luis
Cecefia Gomez, México en la orbita imperial: las
empresas transnacionales (México: Ediciones E1
Caballito, 1970).

See Cgomo México no hay dos: Porfirismo - Revgolucion -

Neoporfirismo (México: Editorial Nuestr¢ Tiempo,
1871} ; James D. Cochrane, "Mexico's 'New Cient{fi-
cos': The Diaz Ordaz Cabinet," Inter-American
Economic Affairs, 21:1 (1967), pp. 61-72,

wWorks that reflect this historical tradition include:
Walter D. Breymann, "The Cient{ficos: Critics of

the Diaz Regime, 1892-19%03," Positivism in Latin
America, Ralph Lee Woodward, Jr., ed. (Lexington,
Mass.: D. C. Heath, 1971). pp. 87-94; Patrick
Romanell, Making of the Mexican Mind (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1952); Karl M. Schmitt,
The Mexican Positivist and the Church-State Question,
1876-191L {(Adustin: Institute of Latin American
Studies, Offprint series, number 32); Sam Schulman,

A study of the Political Aspects of Positiwvism in
Mexico (Unpublished masters of arts thesis, Univer-
sity of New Mexico, 1949); José C. Valades, El
borfirismo: Historia de un régimen, 3 vols. (México:
Porrda, 1951).

Antonio Manera, ¢ Qué es la revolucidn? {Veracruz:
La Heroica, 1915), p. 45.

Luis Cabrera was a prolific and porular writer. The
passage cited here has been reprinted in several
antholcgies, though originally it was published in
April, 1911, in a Mexico City daily under the title:

"La Solucién del Conflicte." See, Armando Porrds y

25



11.

12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

Lépez, Luis Cabrera: revolucionario e intelectual
{(México: Porrda, 1968), pp. 33-34.

Josg Lépez-Portille y Rojas, Elevacidn y cafda de
Porfirio Diaz, p. 274.

See Charles Hale, "Sustancia y metodo en el pensa-
miento de Leopoldo Zea,” Historia Mexicana, vctober
1970. For Raat's contributions see below.

William Raat, "Leopoldo Zea and Mexican Positivism:
A Reappraisal," Hispanic Bmerican Historical Review,
68:1 (1968), p. 8.

For earlier period see Richard Sinkin, The Mexican
Reform, 1855-1876; A Study in Liberal Nation-
Building (Austin, Texas: Institute of Latin American
Studies, forthcoming). Life data research for the
post~Revolutionary elite has already bsen collected
by Peter H, Smith, Labyrinths of Power; Political
Recruitment in Twentieth-Century Mexico {(Princeton:
New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1979).

See chapter VII, Analysis, for a brief discussion
of this recent work.

Information on the background of the Unidn Liberal
was summarized from the work of Walter N. Breymann,
“The Cientificos,” Positivism in Latin America.

Political apathy resulted no doubt from the 1888

constitutional amendment that allowed for the in-
definite reelection of the president. This con-

stitutional amendment contradicted Diaz' earlier

position, in which he had supported the principle
of no reelection.

Manuel Romeroc Rubio's most brilliant political
maneuver however was the marriage of his daughter,
Carmen Romero Rubic to Porfirio Diaz. The fact
that Romero Rubio's nineteen year old daughter

was almost thirty years younger than the bridegroom
mattered only to Diaz detractors who pondered “which
of these two men was more despicable: the one who
sold his daughter or the one who bought her?" from
Frank Knapp, The Life of S=bhastign Lerdo de Teijada
1823-1889: =2 study of influence and obscurity

(Bustin: University of Texas Fress, 1951), p. 26l.

José Ives Limantour, Apuntes sobre me vida publica:

1892-1911 (México: Porrdz, 1965), p. 15.
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CHAPTER I1

DELEG..TES' BACKGROUND

The search for regqularity and pattern in the lives
of the Uni6n Liberal delegates as a greup begins with a
survey of their backgrounds in terms of time of birth,
place of birth, and education through the college level.
Because of the greatly scattered regiocnal origin of the
delegates, data do not suffice for a systematic analysis
of their social backgrounds, but educational experiences

give a rough noticn of their position in society.

Birthdates

Two generations co-existed within the Unidén Liberal;
the older generation can be distinguished from the younger
not only by age, but also by established political reputa-
tion, Sixty-nine year o0ld Sebastisn Camacho, the conven-
tion's oldest delegate, was forty-ona years older than
the youngest known, twenty-eight year old Alejandro
Elquez&bal. Consider further the fact that in 1892, when
the convention President, General Mariano Escobedo, was
sixty-six years old, the convention's Vice President, Lic.
Rosendo Pineda was thirty-seven. 1In other words, while
Pineda was a toddler of two in 1857, the General was

distinguishing himself in the wars of The Reform.
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Likewise, the father of Uni6n Liberal delegate Lic. Roherto
Naffez, Jos€ Higinic Nlnez, was a contemporary of fellow
delegate Lic. Manuel M. de Zamacona: in 1861 when Ndifez'
father was heading the national treasury, Zamacona

assumed leadership of the Ministry of Foreign Relations.

Table 2 presents a summary of the ages of the
delegates as of 1892, The thirty, forty, and fifty-year-
old men are fairly evenly distributed, indicating that
no one age group formed a dominant clique, Filling out
the bell-shaped curve at the top are seven sixty-year o©ld
delegates, peers of the sixty-two year old President,
General Porfirio Dfaz. At the other end of the curve are
the six twenty-year olds. Included also are seven
delegates of undetermined age. The sixty-three-delegate
sample of those whose ages are known or surmised repre-
sents ninety percent of all Unién Liberal participants.

I identify four delegates as falling in the twenty
to thirty bracket on the assumption that they were the
younger relatives of regiomnal political elite.l This
identification is based first on their surnames, which
coincide with the names of prominent regional families
located in the same states as these men represented, and
second on the fact that their political careers were un-
established in 1892. For the seven unkrowns, the dearth
of biographical data might suggest that they were

insignificant, or possibly older members of the Porfirian
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TABLE 2

AGES OF UNICN LIBERAL DELEGATES
IN 1892Z: SUMMARY

Approximate  Number of Percent of Per~ent of
Age in 1892 Delegates Known Ages Total

60 and over 7 11.1 10.0
50-59 16 25.4 22.9
40-49 19 30.2 27.1
30-39 15 23.8 21.4
20-29 5 2.5 8.6
Known 63 100.0 90.0
Unknown _1 —— 10.0

Total 70 —_—— 100.0

political elite, because there is no doubt that the more
recent the date, the better are the data. A third
possibility for the unknown category is that they were
regional elites, so ensconced in regional life that

they escaped recognition in the Mexico City archives. 1If
such were the case, there would be little reason to
believe that these men were younger or older than the
established trend: rather they would prokably reinforce
the age distribution as it now stands.2 In any case, the
sanple is large:, and the overall characteristics of wide
age spread and lack of marked bunching are very clear,

Table 3 gives age data in detail.3
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TABLE 3

APPROXIMATE BIRTHYEAR AND AGE IN 1892 OF
UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Nelegate Approximate Approximate
Birthyear Age in 1892

Camacho, Sebastign 1823 69
Puebla, José€ Pntonio 1825 67
Zamacona, Manuel M. 1826 66
Escobeda, Mariano 1826% 66
Luelmo, Pedro 1830 62
Garcfa, Trinidad 18312 61
Rocha, S6stenes 1831 61
Arellano, Felipe 1833 59
Castafeda y Ndjera, vidal 1833 59
Peniche, Manuel 1834 58
Aspe, Francisco de P. 1835 57
Nicoli, José Patricio 1835P 57
Escudera, Ignacio 1836 56
Mendiz&bal, Fernando 18362 56
Lomeli, Sabés . 1836 56
Mafion y valle, Igancio 1836PR 56
Llaven, Magin 1838 54
Castarieda, Francisco de P. 1839 53
Dii..ez Gutiérrez, Pedro 1839 53
Guinchard, Miguel 1840 52
Ramirez, Francisco i84] 51
Castillo, Apolinar 1842 50
Redo, Joaquin b

Alcdzar, Ramdn 1843 49
Palencia, Francisco 1843 49
Rivas, Carlos 1843 49
ch&zari, Estebdn 18440 48
Escobedo, Arcadio 1844 48
Lombardo, Alberto 18442 48
Pena, Praxedis de la 1844P 48
Zarate, Julio 1844 48

Older Generation
Younger Generation

Bulnesz, Francisco 1847 45
Escontr{a, Blas 1847 45
Barreda, Joaqufn de la 1848 44
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TABLE 3 (cont*d.)

Delegate Approximate Approximate
Birthyear Age in 1892
Sierrxa, Justo 1848 44
Sosa, Francisco 1848 44
pardo, Emilio Jr. 1850 42
Escalante, Ignacio 18512 41
Caballero, Luis 1851 4]
Macedo, Pablo 1851 41
Sanginés, Agustfin 1851 41
Valenzuela, Nicolas 1851b 41
Rivas GOmez, Francisco 1853 39
Limantour, José Ives 1854 38
MacManus, Tomas 1854 38
Pliego Pdrez, Antonio 1854 38
Pineda, Rosendo 1855 37
vValenzuela, Jesq(s E. 1855 37
Bejarano, Ignacio 18562 36
Macedo, Miguel s, 1856 36
Anaya, Ventura 18572 25
Pérez Verd{a, Luis 1857 35
Pimentel, Emilio 1857 35
Saravia, Emiliano G. 1857 35
Casasds, Joagquin 1858 34
Ndfiez, Roberto 1859 33
Raydn, PFrancisco 1859 33
Veldzquez, Edurado 1863 29
Elquezdbal, Alejandro 1864 28

8resolution of conflicting data

bepstimate

Source: Appendix A.

In Table 3 it is obvious that the older generation

includes the fifty- and sixty-year olds; beyond that I

dipped into the forty-vear-old category.

Tha reason for

dividing the generations as I did is that there occurread
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a three-year hiatus in the data between forty-eight and
forty-five-year-old delegates. The three-year hiatus could
be the result of loss or damage to archival resources or
error resulting from the fact that nine birthdates are
estimated. Nonetheless, dividing the generations at the
hiatus seemed less arbitrary than drawing a line between
ages for which I found more data. The older generation
then, as I will use the term in this study, included those
born approximately between 1823 and 1B44; the younger
generation included men forty-five years of age or under

in 1892.

Birthplaces
The data in Table 4 show that delegates from the

Central region dominated the Unidn Liberal. Mexico City,
the birthplace of ninteen percent of delegates, provided
a disproportionate share compared to its four percent of
the nation's population. However, the effect of Mexico
City's large share on the regional percentage was nil;
fifty-five percent of the population was in the Central
region, and the region reflected this with fifty percent
of the delegate's birthplaces. On the other hand, the
bias in favor of Mexico City is evident in the distribution
within the Cential region, because if we compare the
percentage of cdelegates born in the East and West Central
states with their population, we find that these areas

were underrepresented by twenty percent. The discrepancy
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can be readily explained by the Federal District's reputa-
tion as the commercial, cultural and administrative
capital of the country:; Mexico City was an especially
desirable residence for the Central region's elite.

Both the Pacific and Gulf regions contributed signi-
ficant contingents of delegates to the convention. The
twenty-two percent born in the Pacific were fairly con-
sistent with the area's share of the population. The
Gulf region, on the other hand, like Mexico City, produced
a disproportionately large percentage when compared to
the region's share of the population. The already thin
contingent of five delegates korn in the Northern region
was diluted further by the vast geographical spread of
the six northern states. Nonetheless, the frontier with
seven percent of the delegates, was proporticnally
represented not far below its ten percent of the popula-
tion,

The Unidn Liberal, a national convention, theoretical-
ly represented each 0f the twenty-seven states, two terri-
tories, and the Federal District. From Table 5 we sece
that no delegates were born in the following five states
and one territory: Tamaulipas, Colima, Querétaro, Morelos,
Hidalgo and the Territory of Baja California.

In brief, of the thicty-one delegates born in the
Central region, 13 were from the Federal District, 4 from

Puebla, 3 from Guanajuato and two each from the states of
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TABLE S

BIRTHPLACES OF DELEGATES TO THE
UNION LIBERAL CONVENTION

Region Population Delegatel
in 1890
Central Region 6,347,247
Federzl District 451, 246 Puebla, José Antonio

Castafeda y NSjera, vidal
Escudero, Ignacio M.
Lombardo, Alberto
Bulnes, Francisco
Pardo, Emilio Jr.
Escalante, Ignacio R.
Macedo, Pablo
Limantour, José Ives
Bejarano, Ignacio
Macedo, Miguel
Nffiez, Roberto
valézquez, Eduardo

West Central 3,127,395
Aguascalientes 121,926 Guinchard, Miguel
Hornedo, Ricardo
Durango 265,931 Saravia, Emiliano G.
Valenzuela, Jestds E.
Guanajuato 1,007,11s Rocha, Soéstenes
Castafieda, Francisco de P,
Alcdzar, Ramodn
México 778,969 Mantén y valle, Ignacio
Pliego P&rez, Antonio
Michoacan 801,913 Caballero, Luis
Morelos 151, 540 None
Fast Central 2,768,600
Ridalgo 464,212 None
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TABLE 5 (cont'd.)

Region Population Delegatel
in 1880
rast Central
Puebla 839,468 Zamacona, Manuel M.
Barreda, Joaguin de la
Alvarez, Emilio
Mendiz8bal, Fernando
Querétaro 213,525 None
San Luis Potos{ 546,447 Diez Gutiegrrez, Pedro
Ecscontrfa, Rlas
Tlaxcala 147,988 Casco, Rafael
Zacatecas 526,966 Garcia, Trinidad
Pacific Region 2,953,122
West 1,557,106
Colima 69,547 None
Jalisco 1,161,709 Lomel{, sabds
Ramirez, Francisco
Palencia, Francisco
Anavya, Ventura
Pérez vVerdia, Luis
Territory of 102,166 Rivas GO6mez, Francisco
Tepic
Sinaloa 223,684 Arellano, Felipe
Redo, Joagquin
South 1,396,016
Chiapas 269,710 Llaven, Magin
Chdzari, Estebdn
Guerrero 332,487 Arce, José E.
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TABLE 5 (cont’d.)

Region Population Delegatel
in 1890
South
Qaxaca 793,419 castillo, Apolinar
Sanginés, Agustin
Pineda, Rosendo
Pimentel, Emilio
Gulf Region 1,114,083
Campeche 91,180 Sierra, Justo
Sosa, Franciaco
Quintana Roo - Created in 1902
Tabasco 114,028 valenzuela, NicolAas
Casasds, Joaguin D.
Veracruz 633,369 camacho, Sebastifin
. Luelmo, Pedro
Agpe, Francisco
Zérate, Julio
vucatén 275,506 Peniche, Manuel
Wicoli, José Patricio
Escobedo, Arcadio
Evia, Domingo
Frontier 1,072,758
Baja California 34,668 Ncne
chihuahua 298,073 MacManus, Toméas
Coahuila 177,797 Pena, Praxedis de la
Elguezabal, 2Alejandro
Nuevo Leén 244,052 Escobedo, Mariano
Sonora 15¢,391 Rivas, Carlos
Tamaulipas 167,777 None
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TABLE 5 (cont'd.)

lgnder each reglional heading delegates appear in
chronoleogical order from oldest to youngest.

Sources: Birthplace data are from Bppendix A;
population data from 1€F Directorio
Estadfsticc de la Reptblica Mexicana,
1880,

Aguascalientes, Durango, México, and San Luis Potosi;
Tlaxcala, Michoacdn, and Zacatecas each claimed one
terre¥o, or native son. From the western states of
Jalisco, Sinaloa, and the Territory of Tepic in the
Pacific region the total was seven; Jalisco contributed
five of these. The three southern states of Daxaca,
Guerrero, and Chiapas indicate not insignificant represen-
tation with 4, 2 and 2 delegates respectively. The Gulf
region, significant for its proportionately large number
of delegates' birthplaces, divides up as follows: Vera-
c¢ruz and the Yucatan 4 apiece; Campeche contributed 3;
and 2 delegates were born in Tabasco. And finally, with
the smallest number of delegates £iom the northern region,
the Frontier region, there were 2 from Coahuila and one
each from the states of Nuevc Lefn, Sonora and Chihuahua.
Table 6 lists the si¢ delegates of unknown birthplace.
There ic a higa probability that a person of unknown

birthplace was born in the state he represented. Interes-
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tingly, neither the birthplace nor the birthdate for these

six delegates were available.

TABLE 6

BIRTHPLACES UNKNOWN FOR DELEGATES TO THE
UNION LIBERAL CONVENTION

Delegate Represented
Acosta, Miguel Zacatecas
Garcia, Amado Tlaxcala
Garcia Yafiez, Manuel Tlaxcala

Jamet, Manuel Tabasco

Martel, Jesds San Luis Potosi
Rosas, Felipe . Yucatdn

The impeortance of birthplace cannot be overestimated
because it translates into regional origins. In Porfirian
Mexico, sustained regional identification often bordered

on the maudlin as we see in the words of Joaquin Casasfs

from Tabasco:

You are not only my friends but my fellow
landsmen. We were born under the same heavens,
the heat of the same sun, heard from our child-
hood the sweet lullabies of Grijalva y Usumacinta
that rocked our c¢radles....The fact is your
benevnlence, that is, the goodness of old
friends, has mzde it poseible for you te hold

my very small merits in any esteem.?
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Foreign Ceonnections

Nine delegates were second or third generation
Mexicans. As indicated in Table 7, they represented four
European birthrights: French, Scottish, Portuguese,
and Spanish. More cases could be cited if maternal lineage
were as well documented as paternal.5 Eight out of the

nine were forty-five vyears or younger:6

7

gix from the group

were born in the Federal District.

TABLE 7

FOREIGN CONNECTIONS OF
UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Delegate Generation Lineage
Bejaranoc, lIgnacio ird Spanish
Bulnes, Francisco 3rd Spanigh
Casasds, Joaquin D. 3rd Spanish
Jamet, Manuel 2nd French
Limantour, Jos& Ives 2nd French
MacManus, Tom&s 2nd Scotch
Macedo, Miguel 2nd Portuguese
Macedo, FPablo 2nd Portugues=
Puebla, José Antonio 2nd Spanish

Source: Appendix 3.
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Initially, the fathers of Bulnes, Limantour, and the
Macedo brothers were merchantis; their commercial enter-
prises originated in the Yucat&n, Veracruz and Jalisco
respectively. Eventually they settled in Mexico fity,
where the four delegates were born. Manuel Bulnes, father
of Francisco, and José Ives Limantour, father of the
delegate of the same name, joined with second generation
José Antonio Puebla as charter members of the Jockey Club,
a prestigious social club for the Porfirian elite.8

In short, this group of second and third generation
immigrants were young and Mexico City oriented delegates.
By contrast, the majority of the Unidén Liberal delegates

were fourth generation Mexicans, probably of Spanish

descent.

Preparatory Education

All the Unién Liberal delegates were literate.
Educational records indicate that the group can be broken
down into the clder-younger generation model suggested
earlier.? Educational reforms of 1867 afforded the younger
generation the opportunity of secular, public instructicn.
These reforms also inaugurated the federal education
archive which documents the attendance of public school
rtudents. For the older -eneration, there are no records
in this archive. These delegates born between 1823 and

1838, the older generation, must have received private or
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ecclesiastical instruction--prior to 1867 the church
monopolized lower educational institutions.

Although the 1867 educational reforms were proposed
as early as 1833, they were not codified until 1857 nor
mandated until 1867. Secularization changed curriculum
but did not alter the traditional social function of
school; always an institution of the elite, schools per-
formed the process of informally introducing elites to
one another, resulting in life-long associations and
bonds of friendship. Table 8 summarizes the preparatory
experience for twenty-eight of the delegates.

The twenty-eight-delegate total represents a forty-
one percent sample of the convention. The data draws
from both generations£ seventeen were from the younger
generation, ten from the older.*? Furthermore, the data
have a regional spread, with seven delegates born in Mex-
ico City and twenty-one born elsewhere, By and large,
the sampled delegates attended preparatory school close
to home; seventeen attended regional schools, while seven
out of the eleven who studied in the Federal District
were born there. Three students, Magin Llaven, Roberto
NQnez, and Jesvs E. Valenzuela, attended two different
preparatories. Family moves éxplain these transfers. The
pattern of regionally-based preparatory education is signi-
ficant in light of the previous litesrature which concen-

trates primarily on Mexico City institutions.ll
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TABLE 8

SUMMARY OF PREPARATORY EDUCATION OF
UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Preparatory School in the Federal District
1

El Colegio de San Ildefonso 4
Escuela Nacional Preparatoria 5
Private Preparatory 2
Regional Preparatory 17
Total 28

lon December 2, 1867, the Colegio Real, and later
Nacional de San Ildefonso was replaced by the Escuela
Nacional Preparatoria, so that in a sense the first two
subcategories of Table 8 are one and the same. The new
school also combined the Colegios de Minerf{a, de Agricul-
tura, de San Juan de Letrdn, the Academia de Bellas Artes
and the lower classmen of the Escuela de Medicina. Five
hundred students lived at the Colegio, and some thousands
were day students only. See: José Rojas Garciaduefias,
El antigueo Colegio de San Ildefonso (México: Institute
de Investigaciones Estéticas, 1951, p. 26).

Source: Table 9 and 10.

Tables 9 and 10 offer details on preparatory education.

The older generation which received a formal educa-
tion did so in ecclesiastical schools called colegios or
seminarios.1l? Course work in these institutions included
Latin, the humanities and Spanish grammar. With the
introduction of the 1867 educational ref>rms, the seguence
of professional studies began with preparatoria. Pre-

paratories were established throughout Mexico as feeder
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TABLE 9

PREPARATORY EDUCATION IN THE FEDERAL
DISTRICT FOR DELEGATES TO THE
UNION LIBERAL CONVENTION

El colegic de San Ildefonso Dates
Ccastafieda, Francisco de P. 1356-58
Lombardo, Alberto 1856
Macedo, Pablo 1858
Sierra, Justo 1866

Escuela Nacional Preparatoria

Limantour, José Ives1 1869-71
Macedo, Migquel §. Graduated in 1874
Nafiez, Roberto? Graduated in 1874
Rayén, Francisco 1874
valenzuela, Jesds E.- 1874

Private Preparatory Education

Bejarano, Igancio Seminario Colegio de
. México, 1868
Bulnes, Francisco Colegio del profesor

Higareda, 1864-65

li,imantour finished the three year program in two
vears.

2N(ikez also attended prepartory in Tlaxcala, from

3yalenzuela attended preparatory in Chihuahua kefore
moving to the Federal District.

Source: Appendix A,
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TABLE 10

REGIONAL PREPARATORY EDUCATION FOR
DELEGATES TO THE UNISN LIBERAL

Dalegates State
Alvarez, Emilio Puebla
Arellano, Felipe Unknown
Aspe, Francisco de P. Veracruz
Caballero, Luis G, Michoacdn
casastis, Joaguin D. _ Yucatdn
Castille, Apolinar Qaxaca
Escobede, Mariano Nuevo Ledn
Escontria, Blfs San Luis Potos{
Llaven, Magin Chiapas
pérez Verdfa, Luis Jalisco
Pimentel, Emilio Oaxaca
Pineda, Rosendo Oaxaca
Rocha, Séstenes Guanajuato
Saravia, Emiliano G, Durango
Sosa, Francisco Yucatsn
Zamacona, Manuel M. Puebla
zérate, Julio . Puebla

lylaven attended preparatory in Hidalgo as well as
in his natal state of cChiapas.

Source: Appendix 3.

schools for the college-bound, future professionals. The
regulation of preparatory education, through validacidn
(acereditation), enabled the state to expand its authority
even to those students who opted for scclesiastical in-
gtruction. Accreditation was a rigorous process, 5C huch
so that:

On one occasion, it did not seem excessive for

an official newspaper to note that out of 195

students from a very important Catholic school,
forty-six were flunked, because the Preparatoria
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examinations which they had to undergo in orxder
to be accredited were considered 'difficult.'l3

At the preparatories all professional degrees had
the same academic regquirements grounded in the positivis-
tic thesis that knowledge should be based on experience,
not authority. Courses were organized according to a
hierarchy that emphasized the positive sciences (i.e.
mathematics) followed by the natural sciences {cosmography,
physics, geography, chemistry, botany, and zoology) and
finally logic. Modern languages (French, English and
German) were integrated into the curriculum, while Latin
was reduced to secondary status. Rejected was the
scholastic approach that concerned itself with the trans-
mission of certain unchallenged knowledge and principles.

The Escuela Nacional Preparatoria, located in the
Federal District, was the cornerstone of the 1867 educa-
tional reforms, though it opened under a storm of protest
that continued throughout the Porfiriateo. Only five of
the Unién Liberal delegates attended the national prepara-
tory, although the regional preparatories were patterned
after the Escuela Nacional Preparatoria, thus expanding
its educational impact accordingly. By 1869, eighteen
states emulated its curriculum structured upon the
principles of Pogitivism. Some regional preparatories,
auch as the Instituto Literario de Yucatin, were a credit

to the Mexico City original.
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Professiconal Training

At least forty-three percent of the Unibn Liberal
delegates underwent professional training in law. Profes-
sional choices were highly standardized in nineteenth-
century Mexico: law, engineering, medicine, the clergy or
the military. The propensity towards law not only reflec-
ted a long-standing tradition exemplified also among the
Porfirian political elite, but it continued into the
twentieth century.l4 Though legal training indeed
familiarized one with the intricacies of the law and
increased debating skills, the title of licenciado, or
lawyer, conveyed a concept far broader than its English
equivalent.l5

As evidenced in Table 11 thirty delegates matricula-
ted in law, four in engineering, three in the liberal
arts, two in pharmacy, and one trained to be a corredor,
or broker. In addition, delegate Manuel Peniche, who was
already counted as a law student, also studied land
surveying, receiving a degree in that area nine years
after completing his legal training. Similarly, lawyer
Alberto Lombardo also received a second title, that of
notary. Because these double degrees are reflected in
Table 11, the number of degrees is forty-two (not forty),
raising the total number uf degrees that appear in Table 11

to seventy-two compared to seventy delegates.
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TABLE 11

SUMMARY OF PROFESSIONAL-DEGREE TRAINING
FOR UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Professional Training in: Number Percent
Law 30 43
Engineering 4 6
Liberal BArts 3 a4
Pharmacy 2 3
Surveying 1 1
Broker 1 1
Notary 1 1
Known 42 59
Unknown 30 43
Total 72 102

Source: Table 1l2.

The academic records for six delegates are unavail-
able because they were members of the older generation.l6
Seventeen delegates received their professional training
in the Federal District, nineteen did not (twe students,
Alberto Lombardo and Manuel Zamacona, attended two law
schools, one regional and the second in Mexico City).
Because fourteen of the nineteen wers known to receive
their advanced degrees outside of Mexico City (the location
of data for five is unknown) professional training of
Unién Liberal clelegates shows a strong respect for regional

institutions, in spite cf the fact that Mexico City is

credited with being the center of academic life.
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Furthermore, it is the data from the Mexico City
institutions that give a hint of the social uses of
education. Within the group of Mexico City trained profes-
sionals, there were instsnces where senior delegates had
been on the examining committees of younger members.17
To appreciate how small this educational community was,
congider the fact that by 1900 one-hundred students were
enrolled at the Escuela Nacional de Jurisprudencia, while
fifteen composed the teaching staff,18 Thus, the educa—
tional experience is important as the beginning of a
tightly-knit socio-political network within the group.
Table 12 details the data on the delegates' professional
training.

What is not reflected in these tables is the non-
academic training several delegates received. For ex-
ample, only one out of the ten professional soldiers
present at the Uni6én Liberal Convention attended any
professional school. The fact that General Sdstenes
Rocha was the only officer of the ten to attend the
national Colegio Militar says as much about that academy
as it does about the profession. With antecedents in the
late colonial period, the Colegio Militar opened in 1824.
After fifty-eight years-of instruction the academy could
boast only two division generals from a cadre of twenty,
nine of 93 brigadier generals, and eight of 57

colonels. 1In other words, the Colegio Militar trained
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TABLE 12

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF
UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Part I: Law

Name ITocation of Year of

School Degree
i, Alvarez, Emilioc Unknown Unknown
2. Anaya, Ventura Guadalajara 1878
3. Arellano, Felipe chihuahua 19032
4. cCaballero, Luis G. Michoacdn 1875
5. Casasfis, Joaquin D. F. 1880
6. Castaffeda y N&jera D. F Unknown
7. Diez cutigrrez, Pedro Unknown Unknown
8. Elquezdbal, Alejandro Unknown Unknown
9. Limantour, José& Ives D. F. 18750
10. Llaven, Magin Tabasco or Chiapas pre-1877
11. Lombardeo, Alberto San Luis Potos{

and D. F. 1873¢
12. Luelimo, Pedro Unknown Unknown
13. Macedo, Miguel . F. 1880
14, Macedo, Pablo D. F. 1871
i5. Mendirdbal, Fernando Unknown Unknown
16, Nicoli, Jos&

Patricio Unknown Unknown

17. R@ifflez, Roberto D. F. 1878
18. pardo, BEmilio Jr. D. F. 1871
19. Pefia, Praxedis de la Unknown Unknown
20. Peniche, Manuel Unknown 1850d
21. pPérez verdfa, Luis Jalisco 1877
22. Pimentel, BEmilio Oaxaca Unknown
23. Pineds, Rosando Qaxaca Unknown
24. Ray¢n, Francisco Unknown Unknown
25. Rivas, Carlos D. F. 1865
26. Saravia, Emiliano Durango Unknown
27. Sierra,Justo n. F. 1871
28. valenzuela, Jesds D. F. 1877
29, Zamacona, Manuel D. F. and Puebla Unknown
3¢, Z4rate, Julio Puebla Unknown
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TABLE 12 (cont'd.)

Part II: Other Professional Training

Name Location of Degree,
School Year
l. B&aspe, Francisco Veracruz Corredor
2. Bejaranc, Ignacio D. F. Liberal Arts
{History)
3. Bulnes, Francisco D. F. Engineer
{Mining)
4. camacho, Sebastifn D. F. Engineer
5. Castillo, Apolinar Oaxaca Pharmacy
6. Escontria, Blas D. F. Engineer,
1872
7. Garcia, Trinidad Unknown Pharmacy
8. Lowmbardo, Albertof D. F. Notary,
1878
9. Peniche, Manueld Unknown Surveyor
10. Rivas GOmez, Fran- Liberal aArts
cisco Unknown (Classics)
11. Rocha, S6stenes D. F. Engineer
(Military)
12. Sosa, Francisco Mé&rida Liberal Arts

at a

@pelipe Arellano attended law school when he was
sixty vears old. Graduating in 1903, he began practice

ge seventy. His twenty-four year old son,

also

Felipe Arellano, graduated from law school two years
before him; the two were partners.

bJosé Yves Limantour finished the three-year sequence
of law school in two years.

€In addition to a degree in law, Alberto Lombardo was
a notary.
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TABLE 12 (cont'd.)

dManue). Peniche trained as a land surveyor after
~eceiving a law degree.

Source: Appendix A.

only nineteen out of the 170 Mexican generals as of
December 1882.1% The ninetecenth century was replete with
opportunities of which the other military men among the
delegates took full advantage.

At least eight Unidn Liberal members whose careers
centered on business activities apparently also dispensed
with higher instruction in favor of informal training,
with much the same suécess as the professional soldiers.
These eight were from families who already owned hacien-
das.?0 BApparently we have here the old pattern whereby
wealthy families let the oldest son inherit the most
property and sent only the others to the university to
train for the professions.

Qf the seventy Unién Liberal delegates, then, we
know that forty received professional training in academic
institutions, eighteen informal training. For fourteen
delegates information on professional background is un-
available. Some of these men probably fall into the
business community. Thus if professionalism ilourished,

its representatives did not monopolize the membership of
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the Uni6n Liberal Convention. In the words of a Porfirian
contemporary: "“There are some that have degrees, others
without, but who are well educated, and many without

degree or education."?l

Summary

Examination of the birthdates and birthplaces of the
Unién Liberal delegates has shown a brecad cross-section
in both cases. The wide age spread and the even distri-~
bution across the decades are remarkakle; this suggests
that Porfirian politics did not harden around a cchort
group associated with the foundation of the Unién Liberal
Convention, but continued to absorb new figures from the
same general circles as they came of age. 1 discerned two
generations coinciding with a hiatus of data for delegates
{those in their late forties and up fall into the older
generation). But while this division serves some purposes
of analysis very well, an even more significant aspect
is that there is no division into two sharply differentia-
ted groups: rather, the same types of people continued to
be recruited over the whole time up to 1892,

With regard to regional origin, the Unién Liberal
Convention was in fact the national assembly that it
¢laimed to be. The spread of delegates' origins
corresponds we:rl with the distribution of the Mexican

national population at the time. Only the Federal District
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and the Gulf region were apparently over-represented. In
the case of Mexico City, long-time center of cultural if
not administrative activities, the phenomenon is to be
2xpected and is easy to cxplain: in fact, one must
emphasize that capital-city predominance was not as
overwhelming as it might have been.

In the case of the Gulf, the reasons for over-—
representation are also clear. The Gulf region included
Mexico's traditional port, Veracruz, in addition to the
Yucatan, which was divided during the Porfiriato into
the states of Tabasco, Campeche, Quintana Roo and the
Yucatén. The development of henequen plantations explains,
in part, the increased importance of the region; the hemp
produced from the henéquen plant went into rope essential
to the flourishing cotton economy of the United States.
Thus, the successful cultivation and transportation of
henequen catapulted the Gulf region into a position of
economic leadership in Porfirian politics and is reflected
in the significant number of delegates from that region.

The social origins of the delegates, however, were
less varied than the birthdates or birthplaces. Although
there is no thorough study of the society of Porfirian
Mexico, and data on the families and properties of the
delegates are spotty, thelr education experience is a
rough indicator of their place in society. 2ll seem to

have had primary education, which alone puts them above
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the average for their time. Most had preparatory training
in addition, and as many as forty of the seventy delegates
had college degrees--almost all in the professions and the
majority in law. Thus the core of the group, incl’uding
the several hacienda owners without degrees, appears to
have belonged to the upper stratum of Mexican society,

the families who were literate, owned substantial property,
and either trained their sons to manage and inherit that
property, or sent them inte the professions. Some were
doubtless new arrivals to this position, others of long
established families, and their wealth varied from very
great to quite modest, but the large majority belonged or

were on the verge of belonging to this type.
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FOOTNOTES

Four delegates, José E. Arce, Domingo Evia, Jesds
Martel and Ricardo Hornedo, were surmised to be in
the twenty to thirty year old bracket. José¢ E,

Arce, delegate frem Guerrero, is assumed to be the
younger relative of General Francisco 0. Arce {1831~
1903), long-time governor of the state; Domingo Evia,
delegate for the Yucatan, is assumed to be related
to Tabascan hacendado Manuel Evia. Ricardo Hornedo,
representing Aguascalientes, is assumed to be the
younger relative of Francisco G. Hornedo (1847-1890),
ex-governor of the state. Jesds E. Martel is
assumed to be the younger relative of Felipe Martel,
representative of the Compafif{a Constructora del
Ferrocarril de San Marcos a Nautla. If further
research were to discover these delegates older,
possibly brothers of the regional political elite,

it would not harm the existing overall age distribu-
tion, but rather.eliminate, for all practical pur-
poses, the twenty- to thirty-year-old bracket.

The seven unknown are: Miguel Acosta, Emilio Alvarez,
Rafael Casco, Amado Garcfa, Manuel Garcia Yadez,
Manuel Jamet and Felipe Rosas. Five have common
Spanish surnames, which explains in part the diffi-
culty in locating data, or in locating so much data,
that one person is clearly being confused for

another. With regard to the sixth case, Rafael

Casco, I cannot determine if it is father or son

who is the delegate. The seventh unidentifiable birth-
date is ©of a delegate with a French surname, Jamet.

Birthdates were readily available for forty-five
delegates from one, if not several of the following
sources: school records, wills and inventories,
notarized contracts, and biographical dictionaries.
School and notarial records provided a delegate's
age, while the wills and inventories listed birth-
dates, documented by hirth, death or baptismal
certificates. Discrepancies in a ¢iven birthdate,
indicated by 2 table note, are not vast; the largest
was five years and in this case, the popularity of
the name, Trinidad Garcia, suggests the source of
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10.

11.

12.

confusion (i.e., that different individuals may be
involved)}.

Joaquin D. Casasds quoted from El Pafs, August 11,
1905.

Manuel M. de Zamacora's full name was Manuel Mar{a

de Zamacona y Murphy, and was also sometimes listed
as Manuel Marfa de Zamacona e Inclin. Regardless

of the inconsistent maternal identifier, we can
conclude that all three denominations used for
Zamacona refer to the same person because of a con-
sistency in certain biographical data (i.e., his
dates Of 1826-1904 and his public accomplishments).
Zamacona's example demonstrates, however, the
confusion that surrounds maternal lineage, and
explains in part, why the guestion of foreign descent
on the maternal side is not included in this analysis.

Jos€ Antonio Puebla, at sixty-seven years old in 1892
was the only representative of the older generation.

Tomds MacManus, born in Chihuahua, and Joaqufin D.
Casasds were the known exceptions. All background
material on Manuel Jamet is conjecture and therefore
he is also not included in the Federal District
group.

Origins of the Jockey Club were located in Casasola's
Efemérides,May 1900, p. 51.

In the discussion of birthdates [(see Tables 2 and 3)
the age parameters of the older generation were

1823 and 1844. Educational records closely parallel
these parameters, defining the older generation as
those born between 1823 and 1838, or men fifty-four
to sixty-nine years old in 1892,

The age of the twenty-eighth, cone Emilio Alvarez,
is unknown.

For example see Leopoldo Zea, Positivism in Mexico
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1368}, Josefina
V4squez de Knauth, Nacionalismo v educacidn en

México (México: EL Cclegio de México, 1970) or
Octavio Gonzilez CérAenas, Los_cien affos de la
Cscuela Nacional Preparateria (México: Porrda, 1972).

Colegios prepared their students for any professional
career; seminarios prepared them for a profession in
the clerxgy.
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13.

14,

15.

lo.

l?.

18.

19.

20-

21l.

Gonz4lez Navarro, La vida social, p. 616.

See James D. Cockcroft's "Mexico's Revolutionary
Intellectuals,"” Mexican Life, July, 1969, p. 23.

For more on this concept, see Frank Bonilla, "Cul-
tural Elites," Elites in Latin America, Seymour
Martin Lipset and Aldo Solari, eds. {(London: Oxford
University Press, 1967), pp. 233-255.

The members of the older generation which lacked
educational records were: Diaz CGutiérrez, Luelmo,
Mendiz£bal, Nicoli, PelMa, and Trinidad Garcia.

For example, Vidal Castaffeda y N4jera, Director of
the Escuela Nacional Preparatoria in the 1880's,
sat on the examining committee of José Ives Liman-~
tour, Pahlo Macedo and Alberto L.ombardo.

Nemesio Garcf{a Naranjo, Memorias: La vieja escuela
de jurisprudencia, Terecer Tomo (Monterrey, N.L.:
Talleres de "El Porvenir,” n.d.), p. 23.

Juan Manuel Torrea, La vicda de nna instituticidn
gloriosa: El Colegio Mikitar, 1821-1930 (México:
Talleres Tipograffia "Centenario,™ 1931), pp. 1-78.

These eight delegates from families who already
owned haciendas were: Alcdzar, Francisco de P. Cas-
tafieda, Chézari, Arcadio Escobedo. Maiidn y Valle,

Puebla (whose family owned urban, not rural property),

Redo, and Nicolds Valenzuela.

From E1 Tiempo, January 17, 1895 cited in VPIPS,
p. 334.
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CHAPTER IIL

DELEGATES IN THE PROFESSIONS

The professions practiced by the members of the Unidén
Liberal included the lettered arts of law, higher educa-
tion, writing, journalism and publishing as well as the
military. The latter stands out somewhat from the rest,
and under nineteenth century Mexican conditions one might
even hesitate to consider it a profession. In the present
chapter I treat the military last, in a separate section,
because it serves as a transition between the professional
world and public offiée, the topic of the following

chapter.

Law

The most popular profession among the Unidén Liberal
delegates was law, just as the most prevalent title among
them was licenciado, or licentiate, rather than engineer
or doctor. Licenciado was an academic degree received by
all who graduated in the law; it also amounted to a
license to practice. No less than forty-two percent of
+he Unidn Liberal particiwants can be identified as
licenciadoz, The Unién Likeral group iz not at all

exceptional in this pattern. Aside from the clergy.
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which was ﬁnder attack in the later nineteenth century,
the law was and long had been the first choice for members
of prominent families who went into a profession at all.
3ut as the intellectual pvofession, it attracted rany who
did not practice the law in the stricter sense.
Licenciadeos can be divided into two categories:
those who practiced full-time, and parc-time or occasional
practitioners. Many of the practitioners belonged to a
law firm or bufete, which survived as long as the principal
partner remained in the practice; in the case of his death
or change to a career in government, the firm disbanded.
Routine legal business included court work invelving civil
suites, writing and responding to briefs as well as handl-
ing wills, inventorieé. marriage agreements, and business
contracts. A lawyer might also be a notary as was Lic.

Alberto Lombardo, who became a notario publiceo five vears

after receiving his licentiate.

While many were non-practicing licenciados, it seans
that they were beginning to band together as a profes-
sional group to the extent that they wanted all practi-
tioners to be licenciados. Though traditionally licen-
ciados had monopolized the function of serving as legal
consultants, non-degree holders could also represent

clients; the title schior abogado was sometimes used to

indicate that one had not received the licentiate. This

was the term used, for example, in 1860, when Manuel M., de

6l



Zamacona and ten others were prohibited from practicing
law because they had "not graduated.” The prohibition
read:

The subcommittee of the Ilustrious College of
Lawyers of this city issued a resolution
celebrated the 23rd day of last month that there
should be sent by the office of this secretary
to the Superier Tribunal of Justice, Court of
cetters and Offices, a list of the ungraduated
lawyers, imploring the tribunal to be so good

s not to receive any petition oOr suit presented
by them, in order to oblige them in this way to
comply with the legal requisite that they
graduate, since it has not been possible to
achieve this by the milder measures employed

up until now.

complying then with what was decided, I include
a list of the lawyers (seffores abogados) who
£ind themselves in this position so that you
will have the goodness to inform the Superior
Court, asking that they deign to observe the
desire of our Ilustrious College, which will
duly appreciate this favor.

Although the Zamacona family were important Pueblan
landowners, they could not combat the censure which

emanated from Puebla‘s Colecio de Abogados, or College of

Lawyers, a censure that was upheld by the national or-
ganization of lawyers. The prohibition, it is true,
coincided with Zamacona's political difficulties with
President Benito Jdarez, but it could have been passed
only in the context of a corporate concern of the profes—
sion that all practicing lawyers be licenciados.

In Table 13 we see the names of thixrty licenciados:
twenty-seven are known to have practiced law at some time,

Ten lawyers were in business: seven of these owned
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TABLE 13

UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES WHO WERE LICEMCIADOS
AND THEIR PRACTICE

Delegate Remarks

1. &Alvarez, Emilio Puebla Office

2. Anaya, Ventura Practice: Unknown

3. Arellano, Felipe Mexico City Qffice

4, caballero, Luis Morelia Qffice

5. Casasds, Joagquin Mexico City, later New York
office

6. Castafieda y Néjera, Mexico City Office

vidal
. Diez cutiérrez, Pedro Occasional Practice &

Hacienda

8. Elguezdbal, Alejandro  Saltillo Office & Business

9, Limantour, José Ives Occasional Practice &
Hacienda

10. Llaven, Magin Occasional Practice &
Hacienda

11, Lombardo, Alberto Mexico City OQffice

12. Luelmo, Pedro Practice: Unknown

13. Macedo, Miguel Mexico City Office

14 . Macedo, Pablo Mexico City Office

15, Mendizdbal, Fernando Qccasional Practice &
Hacienda

16. Nicoli, José Patricio Mexico City Office

17. Naflez, Roberto Mexico City Office

18, pPardo, Emilio Jr. Mexico City Office

19. pefia, Praxedis de la Occasional Practice &
Hacienda

20. Peniche, Manuel Mexico City QOffice

21, Pérez Verdia, Luis Cccasional Practice

22. Pimentel, Emilio Qccasional Practice

23, Pineda, Rosenda Occasional Practice

24. Raydn, Francisco Occasional Practice &
Business

25. Rivas, Carlos Occasional Practice &
Business

26, Saravia, Emilizno G, Occasional Practice &
Kacienda

27. Sierra, Justo Mexico City Office

28. valenzuela, Jests E. Practice: Unknown

Z29. Zamacona, Manuel M, Judge

30. Zérate, Julio Judge

Source: Appendix A.
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haciendas. Apparently these lawyers were able to combine
managerial duties with congressional sessions, because
all licenciados, save four, were at some point Congress-—
men, capitalizing on their background in constitutional
law and training in debate. Half of the licenciados were
located in Mexico City. These lawyers could represent
regional or international interests in the Federal Dis-

trict through poder amplio, or power of attorney; thus

they assumed the duties o©f business agents or brokers.

Of those who practiced full-time, part-time or oc-
casionally, Joaquin D. Casastds was a full-time, practicing
lawyer. Born in Campeche, and educated in Mérida at the
Instituto Literario de Yucat@n, he received professional
training at the Escuela Nacional de Jurisprudencia in
Mexico City. Graduating in 1880, Joaquin initially
returned to San Juan Bautista, today Villahermosa, Tabasco,
where he opened a law office. Soon he was a judge in
Teapa, an important regional political center, and shortly
thereafter was Secretary of the state. His wages, sixty
pesos per month, proved to be an inadeguate incentive to
continue practicing in that area since by 1882 Casasfis
returned to Mexico City. There he had two important
patrons: one was his literary mentor and future father-
in-law, the statesman and writer Lic., Icnacioc Altamirano.
The second was the influential politician Lic. Manuel

Romero Rubio; Casass worked in Romero Rubio's law firm
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as did fellow delegates Rosendo Pineda, Justo Sierra,
Roberto Nfiiez and Emilio Pimentel. From there he became
secretary of the newly formed Banco Internacional €
"ipotecario.

From this point, approximately 1884, Casasds' career
was characterized by concern with the legal aspects of
financial issues. During this period he published La

Libranza, and more significantly La cuestidn de los bancos

a la luz de la economia politica v del derecho constitu-

tional (1885). Over time, Casasds' interest transcended
national concerns--after the 1892 convention, he attended
the International Monetary Commission meetings held in
Brussels. Casastls' clients, industrialists, were attrac-
ted by the internatioﬂal perspectives he brought to his
practice. Due to the dislocations of the 1910 Mexican
Revolution, Casasus was forced to relocate his practice
to New York City, where he died.2

Luis Perez Verdfa exemplifies the part-time prac-
tioner, the man whose intellectual interests and pursuits
superseded his law practice. This is, of course, a
distinction of degree, since all the licenciados had
intellectual interests, including Casasds, who was just
cited as the example of a man devoted to practice. Born
and educated in Guadalajara, Perez Verdfa came from an
established, landowning family and was primarily a

historian and publishexr. Though not lured away permanently
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from Guadalajara he fulfilled his responsibilities as a
federal Congressman., When 1in Mexico City he lived in

a hotel and he gave power of attorney to fellow Unidn
Liberal delegate, Emilio Pardo Jr., to manage his Mexico
City business affairs. Pardo's responsibilities included
paying Pérez Verd{a's debts and federal taxes as well as
collecting money owed him., Pérez Verdia's own legal
activities centered on administrating familial affairs,
much of which concerned his mother's property--handling
gifts she made to the church, and the like. We may
presume that a good many of the part-time practitioners
followed this pattern, limiting their active practice to
representing the interest of important families of which
they were a part. Théy had probably been given a legal
education with just that in mind.

Even those who finally chose not to pursue a law
practice often used their professional training to launch
their subsequent careers, as in the case of Lic. Rosendo
Pineda, Vice President of the Unién Liberal Convention,

A Juchiteco Indian, Pineda was born and educated in Qaxaca,
relocating in Mexico City as an adult. Beginning his
career in Romero Rubio's law firm, he became the chief
partner's private secretary and liaison with Congress.
Eventually Conc¢ressional business occupied the majority

cf Pineda's professional energy (while gambling captured

his leisure time). 1In spite of the fact that Pineda was
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integrated into the financial and political elite, being
a- consultant to the Banco de Londres y México for example,
he died in 1914 impoverished in Mexico City.

In short, the above examples may provide some per-
spective on the breadth of the utility and application of

a legal career.

Academia

Porfirian educational institutions provided one
source of employment for the political elite. Twenty-one
delegates, nearly one-third of the Unién Liberal Conven-
tion, worked in academia at some time. Appraised as a
group., the majority were members of the younger generation,
born in the Central region, and published authors, with
no military experience. Generally they taught law,
history and political economy in Mexico City schools, in
particular the Escuela Nacicnal de Jurisprudencia and the
Escuela Nacional Preparatoria.

But academic activity was even less an exclusive
occupation than was the law. Traditionally, university
and secondary instruction had been the part-time activity
of intellectuals who made most of their living from the
law and the chuxch, and little had changed by 18%2. FNo
less than thirteen of the academicians were licenciados,
and some actually practiced law; eleven were journalists.
All twenty doubled as Congressmen. One had to be an

intellectual and in some sanse a professional to teach in
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an institution of higher learning, but in another sense
academic activity was often an ornamental topping to a
successful career.

Four titles characterized the academics. In ascending
order of prestige they were Lecturer, Professor, Catedrs-
tico and Director., The prestigious academic position of
catedrdtico had at one time been the equivalent to holder
of a university chair, but by the Porfirian times it
signified one who had a certain academic specialization.
The most common academic position was naturally that of
professox.

Probably not a single one of the twenty delegates in
academia gained his principal sustenance from the profes-
sion. For example, the successful Mexico City lawyer,
Emilic Pardo Jr., taught Selected Cases two mornings a
week at the Escuela Nacional de Jurispurdencia. The
course, fondly remembered by former student Nemesio Garcia
Naranjo, was conducted in an informal atmosphere, and
Pardo employed the technique of devil's advocate to

3

stimulate his students. {Pardo co-authored the

Diccionario de derecho v administracicnes.)

Half of the Unidn Liberal delegates employed in
academia were also at some point directors of educational
wnstitutions. In Mexico Uity directorships came as the
reward for a successful academic or public career. Typical

of the rewarded academic was Vidal Castaffeda y N&jera,
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whose long career in public education was consistently
distinguished. Briefly in the 1870's he was Minister of
Public Education and more permanently secretary of the
national College of Lawyers. This organization, founded
in 1829, included among its charter members Vidal Castafi—
eda y Ndjera's father, Manuel de Castafieda y Ndjera.
Vidal was alsoc a practicing lawyer.4

By 1892 Vidal Castafieda y Najera was Director of the
"Escuela Nacional Preparatoria, c¢learly an important even
1f sometimes controversial institution. As Director,
Vidal was involved in a major student strike in 1892,
when sixty students were arrested for publicly protesting
Diaz' fourth reelection. They also criticized the
school, claiming that.l) teachers were old and senile,
2) that the scientific method had been abandoned, and
3) that examinations were fixed. Castafieda vy Ndjera
denied these latter charges and defended his own ad-
ministration.® It should be noted that whether examina-
tions were fixed or not, Vidal served on the examining
committee of several Unidn Liberal delegatas, specifically
Jos€ Ives Limantour, Alberto Lombarde and Pablo Macedo.
Despite the accusations of poor administration, the
"Generalito," as he was affectionately called by admiring
students, continued in his post as Director until his
death in 1903.

The activities of financier and businessman Ramén
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AlcAzar typify the ornamental appointment common in
educational, if not academic institutions. Born and
raised in Guanajuato, Alcfzar continued to reside in his
native state, surrounded by his haciendas, mines, and
bank. Late in his career, when his son, Ramon Alcdzar Jr.,
was an engineering student in the Federal District, the
orosperous entrepreneur relocated in the capital, where
he represented Guanajuato in the Senate. A generous
supporter of President Porfirio Dfaz, Alcdzar also made
donations of meoney and objects to the national Museum,
Ultimately he became the museum's director.®

Despite the fact that the majority of the academics
among the delegates resided in the Federal District, scome
made significant contributions to the academic life of
provincial areas. José Patricio Niceli was instrumental
in establishing the Instituto Literario y Cientifico of
Sonora, and Blas Escontria was the first director of San
Luis Potosi's Instituto Literario y Ciencia; both of
these schocls were modeled after the Escuela MNacional
Preparatoria in Mexico City. Luis Cabkallero and Luis
Pérez Verdia taught in regional law schools. Apolinar
Castillo began his professional career as a professor of
chemistry in Oaxaca, transferring to Orizaba; eventually
ne became governor of Veracruz. In contrast to Mexico

City, directorships in provincial areas were less symbolic

70



of the crowning of a career; Escontr{a, for example, was
only thirty-nine when he assumed leadership of the
Instituto.

Table 14 details the academic positions held by the
twenty-one delegates. Only two, Apclinar Castille and
Francisco Bulnes, taught courses in the physical sciences,
though history and political economy were treated as part

of the positive sciences.

Published Works

Another pursuit, in principle separate from academia
but in pfactice carried out by the same people, was writ-
ing, be it of literary pieces or of technical rr=.orxc.a<;;1r:aphs."T
Since the delegates who authored published works wersz
almost the same ones who were employed in academia, the
majority were youngeyr, low on military experience, and
high in law, journalism and government, especially member-—
ship in Congress.

Published works focused on several subjects, the
most popular being history. Ten of the delegates wrote
thirty histerical studies that included analysis of the
Judrez presidency, biography, and regional histories.

Writing about or from his regional experiences was

Trinidad Garc{a's Los mineros mexicanos; Garcia himself

was a successful Zacatecan mineowner. José€ Patricio
Niceoli, a transplanted Yucatecan, was in 1879 Sonora‘s

Secretary of State; in 1885 he wrote a tract combining
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these two aspects of his experiences, entitled El Estado

de Sonora: Yaguis v Mayas. Historians Julioc Zirate and

Luis Pérez Verdia wrote local histories of their hcme
regions, Veracruz and Jalisco respectively.

Finance and commerce was the second most popular
category, with publications primarily by lawyers and
demonstrating a practical concern with the issues of
development. These treatises were the logical off-shoot
of a law practice that catered to national and inter-
national investors. Included here are the contributions
of Licenciados Casasfs, Limantour, and Pablo and Miguel
Macedo to the development of political economy. By
publishing their monographs early in their careers they
met the needs of their clients while pioneering in this
new academic field, later renamed economics. The lawyer's
concern with these topics continues today in Latin America.

Closely related were four pieces authored by three
delegates on Mexican diplomacy. Twe other delegates,
Bulnes and Limantour, published after 1910: Bulnes
analyzed post-Porfirian Mexican affairs, while Limantour
wrote an autobiographical study of his public career.

I consider both apologists for the Porfiriato.

Some published works related to a delegate's lLife-

long research or vocation, as in the case of Ignacio

Bejarano's Actas de cabildo de la ciudad de M&xico, 1550-

1561. Himself a civic leader and regidor {council member),
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Bejaranc managed the ayuntamiento's weekly bulletin, E1

Estado Municipal Libre, and held other municipal offices,

such as director ¢f the city's bureau of statistics and
festivals. Towards the end of the century Bejarano's name
appeared often in the papers in this capacity; he was the
individual responsible for organizing funeral ceremonies
for the nation's herces, as well as the exhibitions at the
St. Louis and Paris World Fairs. BAlso reflecting profes-
sional concerns were General S6stenes Rocha's nine
military manuals.

The nineteenth century was a time of great interest
in the natural sciences. At the level of philosophy or
ideology, scientism affected several of the delegates:
biological determinism was attractive to Bulnes and Liman-
tour, and also I suspect, to José Patricio Nicoli.8 But
though traces appear in their writings, full-scale
publications on science are rare. Nor do many works
reflect an interest in technology, which lay at the founda-
tion of the industrialization process. By and large,
scientific tracts appeared in the Boletin of the National
Society of Geography and Statistics: five authors pub-
lished their research in this prestigious journal. The

Revista nacional de ciencia y letras conbined science and

literature; three delegates published in it.

In the area of belles lettres, despite the considerable

production of both poatry and prose, no one was limited to
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the literary--though some were most distinguished by their
literary accomplishments. Jesds Valenzuela belongs in
this category for his poetry, which was preoccupied with
the scientific:

To Love! To Think! The spheres of science,

if perhaps discouragement does not limit us,

grows with work and hope:

the reward is worth the =ffort.?

A facet of literary works not to be ignored was the
dedication. Through this device writers identified their
intellectual community, as well as their supporters or
patrons. Valenzuela dedicated the 1904 edition of Libre
Lira, ;ublished by fellow delegate Ignacio Escalante, to
his boyhood friend and then governor of Chihuahua, Enrigue
Creel. The book's first plate recognizes the nation's
vice president, Ramon Corral, also a northerner. Justo
Sierra, one-time professor of the author's at the Escuela
Nacional Preparatoria, was also honored in this collection
of poems, as were fellow delegates Casasds, Pineda, and
Joaquin Redo (the lattexr was governor of Sinaloa, a North-
Pacific state).

Eulogies might also be included in the literary
category for their sentimental aspects; two delegates,
Casas@s and Limantour, wrote several. And finally, one
of the many of cthe delegates who were international
travelers wrote hig travel accounts. Table 15 summarizes

the data on published woxks as to frequency of publica-

tion; the classification of works divides the pieces by
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TABLE 15

SUMMARY OF PUBLISHED WORKS AUTHCORED
BY UMION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Topic Number of Number of
Published wWorks Author-Delegates

History (includes
biography and

regional history) 30 10
Finance & Commerce 11 3
National Politics 9 3
Military 9 1
Law 4 2
Diplomacy 4 _3

Subtotal 67 22
Literary

Poetry 10 5

Prose 9 4

Eulogies 3 2

Travel Accounts 1 1

Subtotal 23 12
Scientific i 1
Total 97 41

writings related to politics and the literate professions,
followed by the scientific tracts.

Table 16 lists selected publications by author. In
this overview some authors can be identified as consistent-
ly publishing, others infrequently doing so. The con-
sisteat authors, writers whose publications spanned their
careers, followed a long-standing convention, writing on

a variety of subjects from science to politics to
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TABLE 16

SELECTED LIST CF PUBLISHED WORKS
AUTHORED BY UNICN LIBERAL DELEGATESI

Bejarano, Ignacio

Actas de cabildo de la cuidad de México, 1550-
1561,

Bulnes, Francisco

Sobre el hemisferio norte: Onece mil legquas; impres-—

iones de viaje en Cuba. los Estados Unidos, el
Japon, China, Cochinchina, Egipto y Buropa (México,
1875) .

La deuda inglesa: coleccidn de articulos publicados
en el gSiglo XIX (México, 1885).

"Estudio" in_La Crisis Monetaria (M&xico, 1886).

Sebastidn Lerdo de Tejada, 1823-1889 (México, 1889),
co-aunthored with J. D. Casasds, A. Chavero, G. Prieto
and others.

La independencia de Cuba en relacion con el criterio
americano vy los intereses de México (México, 1897).

El porvenir de las naciones latinoamericanas ante las
recientes conquistas de Europa y Norteamerica (México,
1899).

El pulque: Estudio cientffico (México, 1899).

Discurso pronunciadeo por el senor ingeniero D. Fran-
cisco Buines, delegado del REstado de Morelos en la
sesion del 21 de junio de 1903, presentando y
fundando la cendidatura del seror general D. Porfirio
Dfaz (México, 19%03).

Las grandes mentiras de nuestra historia, La nacion
Yy el ejercito en las gusrras extranjeras (Mdéxico,
1204).

El verdadero Judrez y 1a verdad sobre la Intervencion
y el Imperio (Mexico, 1204).

Juérez y las revoluciones de Ayutla v de Reforma
{Mexico, 1905).
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TABLE 16 {cont'd.)

Bulnes, {(cont'd.)
Le Nazas (Mexico, 1909).

La guerra de independencia, Hidalgo e Iturbide {(México,
1910).

The Whole Truth about Mexico: President Wilson's
Responsibility (New vork, 1916).

El verdadero Diaz v la revolucidn {México, 1920).

charges Against the Diaz Administration.

casasfs, Joaqufn D. (Pseudonym: Efrain M. Lozano)

La cuestidn de los bancos (México, 1885),

La reforma de la ley de instituciones de credito y las
instituciones de credito en Mexico (México, 1908).

En honor de los muertos (Delivered 1896, published:
México, 1910}).

Musa antigua, poetry (México, 1904).

Cayo Valexio Catulo: su vida y sus obras {México,
1904) .

Versos (México, 1910).

Cien sonetos {Mé&xico, 1912).

El libro para ti.

cartas literarias.

La libranza,

Los problemas monetariocs (Paris}.

Discuros in El Boletin of the National Society of
Geography and Statistics.

chézari, Esteban

Discuros in El Beletin of the National Society of
Geography and Statistics.

81



TABLE 16 (cont'd.)

Garc{a, Trinidad

LOs mineros mexicanos (México, 1a95).

Discuros in El Boletin of the National Society of
Geography and Statistics.

Limantour, José Ives
"Noticia schre el congreso internacional de cisncias”
in EL Bolet{n of the National society of Geography
and Statistics, 1878.

Memoria sobre la vida v la obra de D. Carlos calvo
(M&xico, 1910).

Apuntes de vida pfiblica (México, 1965).

Published: El Foro, a law journal,
Macedo, Miguel S.
Datos para el estudio de nuevo codigo civil de

distrito federal y de exposicion de motivos del
provecta de reformas al codigo penal (México, 1871).

Contributed to M&xicn: Su evolucién social {México,
1900, 1902).

Mi Barrio: Ensayo historico (México, 1930).

Apuntes para la historia del derecho penal mexicano

{(Mexico, 1931).

Discuros published in El Boletin of the National
Society of Geography and Statistics.

Contributed to El Fero, Limantour's law journal.
Macedo, Pablo

Diccionario de derecho y administrxaciones (with

Emilio Pardo, Jr. Began publishing, 1874: reorinted,

189S) .

La cuestidn de los bancos (Mé&xico, 1890),.
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TABLE 16 {cont’'d.,)

10.

11.

12,

Macedo, (cont'd.)

Ccontributed to Méxiceo: Su evolucidn social (Mé€xico,
1e00-1902).

La evolucién mercantil. Comunicaciones y obras

pablicas. La hacienda publica. Tres monografias.

{México, 1905).

Nicoli, José Patricio

"Laz ruinas de Yucatdn y los viajeros" in El Boletin
of the National Society of Geography and Statistics,
1870.

El Estado de Sonora: Yaguis y Mavas, Estudio
Historico (México, 1885,

Pardc, Emilio Jr.

Diccionario de derccho v administraciones (with Pablo
Macedo. Began publishing 1874: reprinted, 1899).

Contributed to México: Su evolucidn social (México,
1900-19202) .

Peniche, Manuel

"Historia de las relaciones de Espana y México con
Inglaterra, sobre el establicimiento de Belice” in

El Boletin of the National Society of Geography and

Statistics, 1869,
pérez Verdfa, Luis

compendio de la historia de M&xico desde sus primeros
tiempos hasta la cafda del segundo imperio (1883).

Apuntes histéricos de 1s querra de independencia en

Jalisco (Guadalajara, 1880).

Biografia de Jesfis LOpez-Portillo (México, 1908).

Historia particular del Estado de Jelisco, 3 vols.

{(Guadalajara, 1910}).

Biograffa del Sr. D. Pruciliano S&nchez {(Guadalajara,

1881).
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TABLE 16 {cont'd.)

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

pérez verdia, Luis (cont'd.)

compendio de la historia de México (Par{s, 1892).

Discuros in El Bolet{n of the National Society of
Geography and statistics.

published: La Revista Literaria (Guadalajara).

Pimentel, Emilio

Studies in Geography and Astronomy.
Rivas GSmez, Francisco

Textbook on the Greeks.

Rocha, SSstenes

La ciencia de la guerra (Par{s, 1873).

El enguiridién para los sargentos y cabos del ejército,
7 vols., (México, 1880).

Los principales episodios del sitio de Querétaro
{Mexico, 1947).

Avudes de memoria del oficial mexicano en campardé

(México, 1880).

La querra del Danubio, 1877-1878 by Camilo Farcy.
Translated by Rocha {Oaxaca, 188l).

Sierra, Justo

El angel porvenir. Serialized articles for newspapers

(MExico, 1869).

Piedad, a play.

cuentos romdnticos (reissued, parfs, 1896).

En tierra vankee {(M&rico, 1897-98).

México: Evolucidn politica del pucblo mexicane
{(Mexico, 1300-1902, Anthology with contributions by
fellow delegates Pablo Macedo, Miguel Macedo,Emilio
pardo, Jr. and Julio Z&rate,
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TABLE 16 (cont'd.)

l6.

17.

18.

Sierra, Justo (cont'd.)

Juirez, su obra y su tiempo (México, 1905-06).

Poetry

contributed to literary journals, such as La Revista
Nacional de Letras vy Ciencias.

Sasa, Francisco

Manual de biografia yucateca (M€xico, 1866).

Magdalena (México, 1871).

poce levendas (M&xico, 1877).

El episcopado mexicano (México, 1877).

Biograffas de los mexicanos distinguidos (México,
1884) .

Los contemporéneos datos para la biog;affé de algunos
mexicanos distinguidos en las clencias,en las letras,
v en las artes (México, 1884).

l.as estatuas de la Reforma (México, 1890),

Escritores y poetas sudamericanocs (M&xico, 1900).

Efemérides hict8ricas y biogr&ficas (México, 1883).

Recuerdos, collection of sonnets (México, 1888).

contributed to literary journals, such as La Revista
Nacicnal de Letras y Ciencias.

valenzuela, Jesds E.

Almas y carmenes (Mé&xico, 1904).

Lira libre (México, 1906).

Manojo de rimas (M&xico, 1907).

published: La Revista Moderna de Mdxico.
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TABLE 16 {(cont'd.)

18. valenzuela, Jesds E. (cont'd.)

Contributed to literary journals such as IL,a Revista
Nacional de Letras y Ciencias.

19, zZamacona, Manuel M.
Poetry
20, Z4rate, Julio

Los estados de la federacidn mexicana.

Monograffﬁ del Estado de Veracruz (1897).

compendio de historia general de México para uso de
lag escuelas (Méxicao, 1892).

Elementos de historia general

México a traves de los siglos

Discuros for El Boletfn of the National Society of
Gecgraphy and Statistics.

contributed to Mexico: Su evolucidn social (México,
1900-1902).

lMany of the titles included here were culled from
secondary sources. Because these sources often fail to
provide full publication data, some entries are incomplete.
In spite of this bhibliographic void, all titles collected
are cited, rather than eliminating any because of lack of
publication information.
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literature; they did not concentrate on a specialty.
Francigco Sosa, for example, who is remembered primarily
for his biographical dictionaries, also wrote sonnets.
Justo Sierra, Joaquin Casas@is and Francisco Bulne=, also
prolific authors, included prose and poetry among their

credits.

Journalism

Nineteen delegates or approximately one-fourth of the
convent.ion members wrote for newspapers, making journalism
another important professional activity: the majority of
these professionals were already cited in the preceding
sections on law, academia and published works. Journalism
bridged the generations: like the law, the field was
equally represented among older and younger delegates.
The similarity between journalism and law continues:
newspapers, like law firms, were short-lived enterprises.
It was not uncommon for several of the Unidn Liberal
delegates to write for the same paper at the same time.

The most* significant case found was La Libertad, which had

no less than eight delegates on its staff, while four

10

delegates worked simultanecusly for ElL Siglo XIX. An-

other characteristic of this fluid situation was that

<omz delegates wrote for many different papers con-

The delegates' positions with the press ranged from
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editor-owner to writer. Because of the multiplicity of
other professicnal activities engaged in by the majority
of those involved in journalism, it is reasonable to
assume that most delegates acted as contributors, or

colaboradores, part-time personnel rather than full-time

staff writers or editors. As such, they may well have
been paid by the column inch. Many of them hore the
ambiguous title xredactor, which can mean editor, reporter
or writer. By and large those who practiced in this field
began writing early in their careers, as in the cases of
Francisco Bulnes, Joaquin CasastGs, Justo Sierra, Francisco
Sosa and Julio Zérate.

At least one-third of the twenty-nine papers surveyed
for this study were pﬁblished as dailies. The content of
one of these papers has been analysed as follows: 30%
reserved for announcements or advertising: 1l0% for foreign
news cables; 6% for office gossip (chisme de comesarfa):
3% for social and personal items; 2% for news from Belén
jail; 1% for business and finance; .5% for agriculture
and mining; 3% for promotions of large firms, with .5%
remaining for miscellanecus notices. Reporting of general,
local news, other than ayuntamiento announcements, did not
appear until the 1890's.11  Table 17 summarizes the news-
papers surveyed for this study.

Since nineteen out of the twenty-nine papers surveyed

in Table 17 were published in the Federal District, it is
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TABLE 17

SUMMALRY OF NEWSPAPERS SURVEYED

Mexico City Newspapers Numbexr
Dailies S
Others 10

19

Regional Newspapers

Gulf Region 7
QOthers _3

10
Total 29

natural that most of the journalists should have written
for the Mexico City press. ©Qf the ten regional papers,
seven emanated from the Gulf region.

Not surprisingly, the Gulf region's publications
represented the interests of a specific class prominent
in that area's flourishing economy, the agriculturalists
or ggéggggggg. Delegate Magin Llaven, an hacendado with

a background in law, wrote in the 1870's for the Sovereign

(La Soberanfa), a Tabascan daily. Furthermore, delegate
MNicolds Valenzuela managed the Boletfn o! the National
Agricultural Chamber of Tabasco (Camera Agr{cola Nacional

de Tabasco) in addition to his writing for the daily, El1
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Progreso de Tabasco. A final link between Unién Liberal

delegates, the press, and the Gulf region's commercial
interests is found in José Patricio Nicoli's treatises
on the Mayas and Yaguis., This latter study appeared in
the Boletin of the national society of geography and
statistics.t2

Journalism in ninteenth-century Mexico cculd be as
volatile as it was voluble, with public arquments
originating in the press escalating to duels. An example
of a politically motivated duel found among the Unidn
Liberal delegates centered on an apparently antagonistic
article published in General Sdéstenes Rocha's El Combate,
Reportedly the article criticized those officers who
consorted with the French during the mid-century inter-
vention. The article provoked one General Antonio Gayon
to defend his reputation-~he was unsuccessful in this

endeavor.l3

In mest cases, however, journalism was less
dramatic, Table 18 details the delegates' journalistic

experiences.

Publishing

Twelve delegates were publishers. Divided evenly
among members ©f the older and younger generations, most
combined publisaing with related intellectual activities

and congressional office. The exception to thiz pattern

was Ignacio Escalante, whose monolithic concentration on

-
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the publishing business not only distinguished him fronm
the other eleven, but merits attention as an example of
an impresor or printer-publisher. With over 25,000 pesos
invested in equipment, Teller de Escalante serviced the
Banco Nacional, the Correc Nacional (naticonal post office}
and the Boletin of the national society of geography and
statistics. Also numbered among hisg clients were fellow
delegates Casasds, Valenzuela and Sierra, whose literary
works he published. In 1909 Escalante died at his home,
which was located on top of his business office at San
Andres 69, being a block or so from the Alameda.

In contrast to Escalante, who derived his income
primarily from publishing, several of the publishers were
motivated by objectivés connected with broader intellec-
tual or political activities. Jesds Valenzuela, for
example, was a wealthy Chihuahuan landowner, lawyer
and poet. It was primarily as a vehiéle for the produc-
tions of his own school, the modernists, that he financed

the Revista Mederna, a fortnightly literary and to a

lesser degree scientific journal that endured for thirteen
years. Predictably, the journal ceased shortly after
Valenzuela's death in }.911.14

Ignacioc Escuedero's El Hombre Libre had a short-

term political objective: to secure the founder's place
in Durango's gubernatorial office, a goal which Escudero

in fact attained. Sebastidn Camacho also harbored political
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ambitions, while continuing a familial tradition:; his
father, an important Mexican scholar (who translated
Benjamin Constant into Spanish), politician and diplomat,
also named Sebastidn Camacho (1791-1847) had dabbled in
the press too. During the Porfiriato, congressional
debates which dealt with selection of appropriate text-
books for the Escuela Naciagnal Preparatoria, were detailed

in Camacho's publication, La Libertad (1787-18847?). This

Mexico City daily, as mentioned above, united eight Unidn
Liberal delegates in a common enterprise. Despite all
this, the principal occupation of Camacho was that of a
banker. Table 19 provides the data on the publishing

activities of all twelve of these delegates.

The Lettered Arts as a Unit

The professional lives of Unidn Liberal delegates
manifest a cohesive guality, suggesting that their varied
activities embody a unitary type of intellectual career.
By and large, they all received the same comprehensive
education in a college or university. The literate
professions indeed lacked full specialization, and the
free circulation of participants from one activity to
another was characteristic, but this was not a chaotic
system; the sawe general range of activity appears in one

individuzl aftzr another . Lawver-teacher-writer was

clearly a single spectrum, guite distinct in the minds
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TABLE 19

UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES IN PUBLI SHING

Name Newspaper city

1, Arellano, Felipe La Nueva Era cd. Judrez
2. Bejarano, Ignacio El Municipal Libre D. F.

3. camacho, Sebastiidn La Libertad D. F.

4, Castillo, Apolinar La Tribuna Veracruz

5. ©ILscalante, Ignacio El Taller de

Escalante D. F.
6. Escudero, Ignacio El Hombre Libre burango (?)
7. Limantour, José
Ives El Foro D. F.
8. Pérez Verdia, Luis La Reprblica
© Literaria ' Guadalajara
9. Rocha, Sdstenes El Combate D. F.
10, Sosa, Francisco El rRadical D. F.
11. valenzuela, Jestis Revista Moderna de D. F.
México
12. zamacona, Manuel El Siglo XIX D. F.

of those involved, even if the emphasis varied somewhat
from person to person. Note that there are no physicians
{and, of course, no clergvmen} in this group.15

Thus their education and the multi-faceted aspects
of their professional lives in law, academia, journalism

and publishing distinguished the practitioners of the

lettered arts from other sectors within the Porfirian
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political elite, for example from the militarxry. At the
1392 convention the literate professionals tended to be
the younger generation, to be boxn in the central region
and to have no military experience. These tendencies
contrast sharply with those of professional soldiers,

who were overwhelmingly from the older generation and
from provincial areas, with little or no higher education.
Indeed, the dichotomy in characteristics of the two
groups has convinced me to consider the military men

separately from the other professionals.

‘The Military

Political and ideoclogical igssues were often resolved
in early nineteenth century Mexico by military force.
Twice foreign invasions interrupted the civil strife, the
first by the United States in 1846-1848 and the second by
the French from 1862-1867. Consequently, prior to the
Porfiriato, officers had ample opportunity for service,
leading some to a position of national distinction. On
the other hand, the Porfiriato, also known in its time
as the Pax Porfiriana, ushered in an era of stability
after six decades of armed struggle. Most of the military
men in the Unidn Liberal had, naturally encugh, first
come to prominernce in the time of fregueat conflicts.

The 1892 Unién Liberal Convention had on its roster

nine military officers who reached the rank of colonel or
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higher. Hojas de servicios, or military records, housed

at the Archivo Nacional de la Defensa, Mexico City are
available for six of the nine officers. O©f the unrecorded,
*wo only achieved the stztus of colonel, while the third
was part of the regional or state military machinery, as
opposed to being part of the federal forces., Table 20
identifies the aine officers.

As mentioned above, the majority of officers dif-
fered from the delegates who participated in the lettered
arts, in that they lacked formal professional training,
were born in provincial areas, and were members of the
older generation. PFive generals reached their highest
rank prior to the Porfiriato; though thev were profes-
sional peexrs of the Péesident, they had nect always been
Porfiristas., Such was the case, for example, with General
Mariano Escobedo, the president and senior military
officer of the Unién Liberal. Escocbedo began active
service during the American Invasion of 1846; twenty
years later he was made Division General by President
Benito Juérez. Born in Galeana, Nuevo Leén, his family
had resided there for some three generations, since 1713.
Spaniards living in the north had long been accustomed to
combat against the mobile Indians of the area, and the
military tradition was strong in the Escobedo family.16
When Diaz assumed the presidency in 1876, Escobedo

was Minister of War in Sebastidn Lerdo de Tejada's
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TABLE 20

UNICN LIBERAL DELEGATES FROM THE MILITARY

Delegate Highest Rank Hojas de
‘Date) Servicio

1. Arellano, Felipe Colonel (1875) HNo

2. Esccobedo, Marianc Division CGeneral (1366) Yes

3. Escudero, Ignacio Division General (1893) Yeé

4, Evia, Domingo Colonel {date unknown) No

5. Lomeli, Sabéds Brigadier General (1884) No

6. Ramirez, rFrancisco Brigadier General (1884) Yes

7. Rivas, carlos Brigadier General (18561) Yes

B. Rocha, SSstenes bivision General (1871) Yes

9. Sangin€s, Agustin- Division General (1914) Yes

government. Together with Romero Rubio and others,
including fellow delegate General S6stenes Rocha, Escobedo
fled from Mexico in the hope of arranging for armaments
and organizing a counter revolution from the United
States. Unsuccessful in these attempts, he returned and
was kept under arrest on his Nuevo Ledn hacienda for
these anti-bfaz activitiesg.l?

Escobedo's professional services were employed again
during Manuel Gonzdlez' rresidency, 1880-1884. I~ was
appointed Secrelary of War for 1880-18082. In 1882 he was

designated President of the Supreme Court of Military
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Justice, in which post he continued until his death in
1902. Prior to the Porfiriato, Escobedo spent many pro-
ductive years in the north. Governor of his natal state,
he also conducted hacienda business from San Miguel
Allende, moving to San Luis Potos{ when he became that
state's governor. During the Porfiriato he settled in
Tacubaya, a suburb of Mexico City, where at the age of
seventy-six he died. He was given a full state funeral,
President Diaz in attendance.

Because the turbulence of the first two-thirds of
the nineteenth century provided great opportunity for
military advancement to persons not formally trained, the
majority of national heroes, of whom Escobedo is an arche-
type, cannot be traced to the national military college,
nor can most of the military men in the Unidn Liberal.
An exception is General SOstenes Rocha, an academic
chauvinist who made much of his formal professional
instruction and demeaned those in the military hierarchy
who lacked it. Of Escobedo, his former commander and
long-time political associate, Rocha wrote:

General Mariano Escobedo is an uneducated man,
having always lacked the necessary means to
become educated. But, up to a certain point,
and in all that does not reguire precise
military science, his clear intelligence and
his gieat physical and moral activity have
been able to make up for this defect. He is
no bnllv/fighter. but he is excesnsivelv touchy
on points of honor, and capable of affronting

even one of the best intentioned demccrats who
serve in Mexico under the banner of the great
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progressive party. The secret of the brilliant
victories he obtained during the war of Inter-
vention should be attributed more to the special
good judgement that he always cbserved in the
selection of his lieutenants and to his great
activity than to the personal gualities that
constitute a good scoldier.l8
As with Escobedo, Rocha's career in the militarxy
reflects the ups and downs of the professional soldier
during an era of political instahility. Rocha began active
service in the Engineer Corps at the age of twenty-~three,
fighting for the constitutional government--his employer—-
against Juadrez' Revolution of Ayutla. Eventually he
defected, switching in time to join the victorious
“Liberal" forces. For his successful efforts against
the French (under General Escobedo) President Judrez
promoted him to Division General. As a professional
soldier in the Judrez government, Rocha effectively sub-
dued local political rebellions, among them Diaz®' Plan
of Noria in 1872. In the face of Diaz' growing popularity
and strength in 1876, Rocha surrendered early to Dfaz’
Tuxtepec Revolution and left the country. During Diaz'
first administration, 1l876-1880, Rocha absented himself
to France, visiting military colleges and writing.
Like other prominent political personalities, Rocha
returned to Mexico when CGeneral Manuel Gonzsdlez assumed
the presidency in 1880. Jonzdlez appoirted Rocha

director of his alma mater, the national military college.

Rocha's continued political vulnerability was reduced by
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publishing El Combate, a popular and aggressive twice
weekly newspaper. In time, El Combate supported Porfirio
piaz' indefinite reelection as well as other issues that
served Rocha's political career.

Essentially the career pattern exemplified by Esco-
pedo and Rocha can be described as that of a military
figure, important before Diaz' ascent to power. Although
at one time on the "wrong" side, eventually they were
reconciled into the Porfirian political elite, still
holding military posts but also involved in other things,
ba it haciendas, business or gubernatorial posts. This
pattern was common as well to Ignacio Escudero and Carlos
Rivas, who also survived politically the turmoil of the
ninteenth century, though Rivas represents the officer
who did not continue active association with the military.
in 1862 Carlos Rivas was Comandante Militar of Tepic: by
1867 he was a Brigadier General, commended by Maximilian
for distinguished service to the Empire. If the fall of
Maximilian and Carlotta thwarted Rivas' military career
(he opted instead for a law degree}, it 4id not stop him
politically or financially. For example, when he was
serving as a senator in 1891, the federal government paid
Rivas 9,600 pesos for two houses it bought in Tepic in
order to establish federal offices.l® Although Carlos
was not born in Tepic himself, his brother, who went under

the name of Francisco R, Gdmez, was born there.
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Representing the territory in Congress, Francisco, the
brother, died in his Tepic hacienda in 1919,

From a different generation than Escobedo, Rocha,
or Rivas, was Agustin Sanginés, who did not become a
Division General until 1914, almost thyree years after
Diaz escaped to France. During the Porfiriato, Sanginés
was Jefe Politico in Baja California, where scandal
surrounded but did not diminish his career. Jailed
initially by revoluticnary forces, Sanginés was soon re-
activated; his post-Porfirian service included organizing
an irregular auxiliary corxe in Sonora (1912) and Hidalgo
{1913); also he was instrumental in destroving Orozco's
forces. Later he was 'l'reasurer for the State of Mexico
(1918), retiring in Mexico City in 1920 on a militarxy
pension.20

Military men such as these were (with some exceptions)
guite distinct in their characteristics and their activi-
ties from the literate professionals, but both types
ranged far keyond the narrower world of a professional
specialty. The military members of the Unién Liberal,
largely senior figures and from peripheral regions,
adroitly conbined public and private business and managed
t¢o survive and prosper long beyond the turbulent period

ihat brought them eminenc..
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Summary

Despite the distinctions in age, regional origins,
and educational background between the professionals who
nracticed in the lettered arts and those in the military,
a characteristic common to both was the multiplicity of
outside professional interests. The majority of profes-
sionals had two or more positions. These multifaceted
occupational roles resulted in interconnecting profes-
sional activities, and, like a finely tuned machine,
Porfirian professional life reflected the demands of a
society in which the different branches of life all tended

to converge at the top.
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FOOTNOTES

Archivo Juzgado Civil: Puebla., Roll 42: Circular
Affo de 1860. General Pleno: Expedientes formado
con la communicacion del Secretaria del Ylustre
Colegio de Abogados y lista de los que no estan
matriculados en dicho Colegio, Mayo 1860. (This
archive is leocated at the Anthropelogy Museum,
Mexico City.)

Casasfis was a multifaceted individual, owning con-
siderable real estate in Mexico City, at one-time
editing El Partido Lib=zral (founded by fellow dele-
gate Apolinar Castillo), investing in mining
properties and the Mexico City Tramlines (of which
he was president), writing and translating Latin
and Greek. Moreover he was professor of law and
political coconomy as well as Ambassador to Washing-
ton in 1905. See: Felix F. Palavicini, Los Grandes
de Mexico (México: Sociedad Bolivariana, Depart-
mento Editeorial, 1948), pp. 79-90.

Nemesio Garcia Naranjo, Memorias, p. 185.

Perhaps related to his role as educator is the fact
that Vidal Castafieda y N&jera served as the tutor,

or guardian, to the sons of fellow delegate General
Mariano Escobedo; the sons were attending preparatory
in the Federal District while the General was de-
tained on his Nuevo Ledn hacienda. As a lawyer,
Vidal also handled Escobedo's affairs during and
after this period.

TXU GZG378Es68 No, 1 (Contescidn de Vidal Castafieda
y N&jera).

The quasi-academic nature of this institution emerges
clearly in the fact that its successor today includes
the nation's finest school of anthrepology and
anthropolegical libr=ry.

Fourteen eof the eighteen delagatesz who authored
publizhed works zre known to have been academics.
The four who were not in academia but who published
nonetheless were: Ignacio Bejarano, Esteben Chéazari,
Jesds Valenzuela, and Julio Zérate. I suspect that
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

ls.

Valenzuela and Z&rate taught, though I could f£ind no
evidence of that in the scources I examined.

For an excellent example of revisionist history

about the Porfiriato, with special attention given

to intellectual currents, see William D. Raat, "Los
intelectuales, el positivismo y la cuestion indigena,"”
Historia Mexicana, January-March, 1971, pp. 412-427.

Jesds Valenzuela, Almas (México: Imprenta de Ignacio
Escalante, 1904), p. 90.

Delegates with common journalistic experiences on
La Libertad included: Francisco Bulnes, Sebastidn
Camacho, Joaquin Casasus, Jos& Ives Limantour,
Albertc Lombardo, Miguel Macedo, Justo Sierra and
Jeslis Valenzuela.

Delegates with common journalistic experience on
El S8igle XIX incliuded: Francisco Bulnes, Justo
Sierra, Francisco Sosa and Manuel Zamacona.

Gonzdlez Navarro, La vida social, p. 676,

Buring the nineteenth century the demand for heneguin
outdistanced the labor supply: as a result Yaqui
Indians from Sonora were imported to take up the
slack. See John Kenneth Turner, Barbarous Mexico.

YPIPS, p. 26 describes the circumstances surrounding
the duel.

For discussion of this intellectual schocl of thought
and its journal see the introduction of Hector Valdes'
Indice de la Revista Moderna (México: Centro de
estudios literarios, Universidad Nacional Autdnoma

de México, 1967).

Possibly there are two exceptions. The academic
records for Francisco Raydn indicate that at the
preparatory level he desired to be a physician.
However, he dropped out of the Escuela Nacional
Freparatoxia; later, in his will, he defined himself
as a lawyer and property owner. Also, I come across
a reference to a Dr, Jestis Valenzucla; I assume this
to be a different person than the V.lenzuela I have
identified as a Chihuahuan landownex, lawyer, and
poat,

For an in-depth study of the Escobedo family see
Gustavo Ldpez Gutidrrez, Escebrdo: Republicano
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17.

i8.

19.

20.

demdcrata benemesrito de Chiapas (Tuxtla Gutierrez,
Chiapas, 1969).

It was probkably during this pericd that Escobedq
assessed the damages to his property, because later
he solicited an ampare (judicial relief) against
the executive branchk of government. He was repre-
sented in this claim in Mexico City by fellow
delegate Lic. Vidal Castanfeda y Najera. Escobedo's
petition for amparo was settled in 1882; he was
awarded 5,742,19 pesos in damages to his hacienda,
Manuilpe, granted in bonds of 5C0 pescs per month.
This settlement was equal to the salary he would
have drawn as a Division General in Lerdo de
Tejada's cabinet, Continuing in this vein, the
Mexico City judicial archives reveal that at his
death in 1902 the General was worth 33,062 pesos in
cash, while his hacienda San Mateo Ceccoloapam,
district of Tlalnepantla, Mexico had a 50,000 peso
note against it. An in-depth analysis of the
General's personal, public, and professional
interests would surely shed light on the unaddressed
issues about the military elite's capacity for
political action and the relationship between
military, state, and society. Source: see Appendix
A, -

5&stenes Rocha, Losg principales episodios del sitio
de Querdtaro (México: Archivo de la Secretaria de la
Defensa Nacional, 1247), p. 47.

Debates, September 29, 1891, p. 59.

Agustin Sanginés, AM/156,XI/111/1-187.
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CHAPTER IV

DELEGATES IN PUBLIC OFFICE

Porfirian politics was choreographed by the Don
Porfirio himself. Partisans of the president populated
all major public offices, including legislative and
judicial seats, executive appointments, and gubernatorial
posts. The fact that Diaz monopolized political offices
need not imply, however, that standard political pro-
cedures and patterns did not exist; the fact that the
participants took seriously their political ideas and
formal institutions, indicates that the political process
had an impetus of its own. Before the role of Diaz or
the relative fate of individuals can be assessed, it is
imperative to discern the established patterns and
procedures, studying long-term continuities and trends
which are independent of any one ruler's personality ox
policies. With this goal in mind, this chapter describes
the various political offices Unién Liberal delegates
oceupied in the three branches of government, in the
administration of the Federal District, and in the state

offices of governor and jefe politico.

107



Congress

Eighty percent of the Unidn Likeral were congressmen
at some point in their political careers, making congres-—
sional office the closest approach to a common pelitical
denominator among the delegates. Convening in the Federal
District, Congress divided its year into two sessions with
one three-month session that ran from September 16 to
December 16, while the second was two months long, begin-
ning April 1. Evidently the congressional calendar co-
ordinated the national activities of the Poxfirian
political elite; the Uniftn Liberal met in the Federal
District to support the fourth re-election of President
Diaz in April, 1892, at the beginning of the second con-
gressional session.

A gualified candidate for congressional office ful-
filled two eligibility requirements. The first, an age
requirement, stipulated that a man had to be at least
twenty-five ycars old to run for deputy and thirty to
gualify for a seat in the Senate. If the age reguirement
was generally respected, it was also occasionally side-
stepped. For example, when Julio Zarate entered the
national Congress for the first time in 1862 as deputy
from Puebla, he was only an eighteen year old student
attending the Colegio Carolino de Puebla. Zérate's
premature entrance intc Congress was the exception rather

than the rule.
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The second requirement for eligibility to Congress
was the stipulation that a candidate reside for at least
one year in the state he represented. The data indicate
that the delegates were not above evading the residency
requirement. Again Zarate demonstrates a pattern, common
to at least eight other delegates: during his fifty years
in Congress he represented no less than five different
states. Veracruz was his natal state, while Puebla was
his residence for education. After school, Zirate moved
to the Federal District, which he also represented in
Congress. The two cases in which he apparently avoided
the residency requirement were for Aguascalientes in 1884
and Campeche in 1912. Nonetheless, the elite of Aguas-
calientes were satisfied with his service in their behalf
and acknowledged their gratitude publicly.

Table 21 summarizes the ages of the delegates when
they entered Congress. The twenty, thirty, and forty year
olds are fairly evenly distributed, indicating that no
cne age group dominated congressional office, nor was
entering Congress limited to one particular age group.
For those entering Congress in their twenties and early
thirties it muy be assumed that they were beginning a
national political careexr. Such was the case with Manuel

Feniche, who entered at aye twenty~six in 1.862.l

although
Peniche’'s political career began as a menber (regidor) of

the municipal council of Mérida, he goon became a deputy
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TABLE 21

AGE OF UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES ENTERING
CONGRESS FOR THE FIRST TIME

Minimum Age 20's 30's 40's 50's 6&0's Unknown Total

Entered By:

1862-71 3 2 1 7
1872-81 3 4 2 9
1882-91 4 7 9 5 2 4 30
1892-1901 1 1 3
Unknown: 7 7 7
Total 11 13 12 5 3 12 56

to the national congréss. Peniche family members were
important Yucatecan landowners, specializing primarily in
sugar plantations. While in the capital on congressional
business Peniche began representing Yucatecan banking and
railway interests, securing needed congressional conces-
sions., PFProm his consistent appearance in congressional
debates as well as his membership in Mexico City social
and professional organizations it appeaxs that Peniche
relocated in the Federal District. Eventually he
represented other states or individuals who wanted to
obtain congressional concessions: thus wve see him or-
ganizing banks in Nuevo Ledn, as well as holding some

two million hectares of land in Sonora, part of a land
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speculation deal no doubt. Peniche represented his

clients through poder amplio, or power of attorney,

and would include himself in some of the more attractive
speculations, An example of where he represented both his
clients and himself was in the 1898 sale of a mine located
in Guerraro; included in this deal was fellow delegate
Marieno IZscobedo, originally of Huevo Ledn. Peniche died
in 18599 in the port city of Veracruz. Because of his leng-
term career in Congress, first as deputy and later as
senatoy, we can consider Peniche an sxample of a true
congressman who used his congressional office as his
primary base of operatiaons.

Differing from Peniche's pattern were eight delegates
who entered Congress in their fifties and sixties: three
as deputies, five as senators. Some (Aspe, Llaven, and
Puebla) had no previous political experience, while two,
Diez Gutiérrez and Sabds Lomeli, wers members of political-
ly important families in Jalisco and $an Luis Potos{
respectively. Both had held state offices (while Diez
Gutiérrez had also worked previously in the executive
branch) . These delegates were not national political
figures, however, which makes the apoearance in the 1880's
of Sdstenes Rocha, Mariano Escobedo, and Sebastidn Camacho,
all long siace prominent pelfticos in their own right, of
interest. Their presence ray be construed a5 a votse of

confidence for Porfirio Dilaz indefinite re-election, the
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legitimation of which was written into the 1857 constitu-
tion during the 1880's.

Table 21 also indicates that the largest number of
delegates entered Congress before the 18%2 convention.

No Unién Liberal delegate entered after 1900, and only
three entered after the date of the convention. These
three, Tomés MacManus, Magin Llaven, and Alejandxo
Elguezébal, were important regional figures.

Candidates secured office in a variety of ways. One
whose entrance into Congxess can be documented was
Alberto Lombardo. In 1886, at the age of forty-two,
Lombardo wrote his friend and former classmate, José
Ives Limantour, for assictance in becoming a candidate
for a deputyship; the appeal was based upecn their long
friendship, which originated, according to Lombardo, at
£he Escuela Nacional de Jurisprudencia. The relationship
between the Limantours and the Lombardos had its profes-
sional overtones as well: in the late L&70's Limantour's
father was a client of Lombarde, employing the young
lawyer's notarial services. Lombavdo'sz pclifical heori-
tage can be traced back to his father, a delegate to
Mexico's first national congress in 18%4. If these
connections were not enough, Lombardo augnented his
chances for the deputyship by also writing Manuel Romero
Rubio—-Romerc Rubio had sat on Lombardce's examination

committee in law schocl. Not surprisingly, Lombardo was
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successful in his bid for officeaé

The legislative branch consisted of two houses, the
Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. The deputies werd
2lected every two years in the proportion of one deputy
for every forty thousand people. The senate,; which Was
not created until the late nineteenth century (1872}; was
conposed of two senators from every state and the Federal
District.>

Those who served in the Senate prior to the 1893
convention were all members of the older generation;
though some had no cther political office-holding exper=
jence. It would appear from this sample that the Senaté
was a reward given mature figures for partisan politieal
activity. An example.of one who was so honored wasz a
second-generation Mexican of Spanish descent, José Antonio
Puebla, the wealthy Mexico City landowner. Anocother was
the well connected, albeit personally undistinguished;
senator for Veracruz, Francisco Aspe.4 As in the casé of
FPeniche, sometimes a Senate seat was a normal step up
from a deputyship. Table 22 shows the congressional
experience of the Unidn Liberal delegates:

Table 22 reflects the fact that I was able to locate
two congressicnal rosters, one [oxr 1862, the second for
1907, but nothing similar for the intervening years.

In lieu of a comprehensive listing, I searched the con-=

gressional debates for the years of 1876, 1880, 1888,
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and 1892, culling delegates' names as I came across them,
From that process we know that in 1892 at least twenty-
seven delegates were in Congress: fourteen were deputies,
thirteen were senators. Furthermore, data in Table 22
indicate that between 1862 and 1911, twenty-three out of
the fifty-six delegate sample were known to have repre-
sented their natal state, nineteen were known to have
represented non-natal states and fourteen could not be
identified with any state. The lack of data demonstrates
that for the most part, keeping information such as which
delegate represented which state was immaterial to the

5
functioning of the Porfirian congress.

The Judiciary

Whereas many delegates held congressional seats,
judicial posts were limited to a few. The judicial branch
cons isted of thirty-éwo district courts, three circuit
courts and one supreme court. In Table 23 we zece that
eleven delegates held judicial offices: the most common
position among the delegates was magistrado, or rnagistrate.
Terms were for six years and the magistrates were elected
in the same way as the senators and dcputies.G A suprene
court justice in 1892 received 5,000 pesos annually. This
compared Lo the salary Generals received. Three Aele-

ates were magicirates in the dictrict courts; three sat

on the supreme court.
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Several delegates cited in Table 23 began their
career as a judge in the state court system. Others

served in court-related posts, two as procuradores, OF

attorney generals, and ore, Robarto Nafiez, as promotor
fiscal, or state's prosecutor. And lastly, Ventura Anaya,
was an agent for Jalisco's state supreme court, eventually
becoming its president. All delegates in the judiciary
were lawyers; most held congressional seats at some point
in their careers.

Several delegates used local or minor posts in the
judicial system to launch their political careers.
Roberto NGfiez held three minor positions in the judiciary,
beginning with an appointment as federal prosecutor in
Hidalgo, moving next to San Luis Potos{ where he was a
judge in the district court system, and ultimately re-
turning to Mexico City for a cone year appointment as
judge in the criminal courts. After the judiciary, Nidfiez

worked in Gobernacidn, or the Department of Interior, and

remained in Mexico City until the 1910 Revolution--he
died in France in 1912.

Others beginning their public careers in the judiciary
included Joaguin Casasds, whose first employment after
finishing law school was that of judye for the state
court system in his native Tabasco. Similarly, Emilio
Pardo, Jr., was a magistrate for a district court

located in Mexico City. Pardo was a little older,

119



occupying this position in his early thirties., Another
whose career began in the courts, though not as a judge,
wag Justo Sierra. In 1872, at the age of twenty-four,
Sierra was a secretary to the supreme court, and he
retained this position until 1880. In 1893, at the age
of forty-five, Sierra returned to the supreme court as a
mejistrate.

The most prestigious office in the judiciary was
precisely the one Sierra then occupied, that of magistrate
of the supreme court. The oppertunities for national
exposure were great. From 1857 until 1900 there were
eleven memvers; in 1900 this number was increased to
fifteean.

As a group, thosé serving in the higher schelons of
the judicliary did not participate actively in business
and industry: rather they pursued the letiered arts.
Julioc Zévate, historian, journalist, and lawyer, became
a supreme courxrt justice in 1902 at the age of fifty-
eight; he had been in Congress since 1862, The son of
a Jalapa lawyer and the grandson of a Jalapa landowning
family, Julio's position in the peolitical elite was
secure--his falher was an intimate of former president
Sebastidn Lerd> de Tejada. In spite of the fact that
most of his adult life he resided away from his native
Veracinz, Zdérate wrots regional histories of his familial

howma, in addition to his other academic investigations.
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If the magistrates in general rafrained from actively
participating in business and industry, still they were
not isclated from it. On the contrary, issues such as

terrenos baldfos, or unclaimed lands, essential to the

development of Porfirian railway, mining, and colonization
projects, were adjudicated in the courts.

Equally relevant to the judiciary were political
issues of fundamental importance. Passed by the lower
house of Congress, but defeated in the Senate was a bill
calling for permanent tenure for the supreme court
justices. This attempt to strengthen the functional
divisions among the three branches of government was a
cornerstone of the Unidén Liberal maenifesto.

In short, of the eleven delegates who engaged in the
judicial branch of government, six became judges; two of
these became state supreme court judges and four national
figures. Although not numerous, these delegates occupied

some of the nation's most prestigious political posts.

Executive Appointments

In 1832 the executive branch of government consisted
of the President, his staff, and seven cabinet
ministries;’ diplomatic ascignments also fell inte this
category of puklic office. Table 24 summarizes the a
activities of the seventeen delegates who filled twenty

executive appointments.

121



TABLE 24

SUMMARY OF EXTCUTIVE APPOINTMENTS HELD BY
UNLION LIDERAL DELEGATES

Cabinet Posts Number
Non-Porfirian Cabinet Ministers 3
Parfirian Cabinet Ministers 4

Undersecretaries

Subtotal 12
Diplomatic Assignments

_8
Total 20

Diaz could not attend to all organizational and
administrative details of government despite his pervasive
presence in political life. His cabinet ministers there-
fore were important, as conduits to the president and
in their own right. 8o too were the undersecretaries,

called oficiales mayores; of the five delegates who

served as undersecretaries, two, Limant~ur and Sierra,
continued on to head the cabinet office they administered.
The position of undersecretary carried considerable
influence. Ignacio Escudero, for example, took charge

of the ministry of war and navy and ran it effectively
when its leader, General Pedro Iliinojosa, was critically
ill. This assicnment coincided with the 1892 Unidn

Liberal Conventicn.
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Of the four Porfirian cabinet ministers, one member,
Trinidad Garc{a, was from the older generation of dele-
gates; he served in an early Dfaz caebinet. The remaining
three, Escontr{a, Limantour and Sierra, were all the
younger generation. Unlike Garcf{a, they all served as
ministers after 1892, staying in office until death or
the 1911 Revolution. While acting as minister one could
also hold other public offices. Sierra, for example, was
on the supreme court while simultaneously serving as
Minister ¢f Public Instruction.

Three delegates were non-Porfirian cabinet officers.
Two, Mariano Escobedo and Manuel M. de Zamacona, had pre-
Porfirian cabinet experiences. 1n 186l Manuel Zamacona
was Minister of Foreign Affairs. In 1876, when Diaz
upsurped the constitutionally elected president, Sebastiln
Lerdo de Tejada, Escobedo was Minister of Gobernacidn.
Both of these delegates were important political contenders
in their own right: Zamacona was a potential presidential
candidate in 1i880.

Executive appointments during 1880-84 were made by
the then president, General Manuel Gonzdlez. Julic Zérate,
though a former partisan of oustied President Sebastidn
Lerdo de Tejada, was appointed Minister of Foreign
Relations under Gonzdlez. All three of these non-Peorfirian

cabinet ministers wexe of the clder generation: their
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political life began at the same time as that of Porfiria
Diaz.

Eight delegates were appointed to diplomatic posts
during the Porfiriato. By and large the delegates received
their appointments after the 1892 Unidn Liberal Convention,
naturally enough, since diplomatic posts were plums in
one's political careexr, generally rewards to those who
were already prominent and successful as well as faithful
to the president, Justo Sierra, Manuel Zamacona and
Roberto Nufez appear in the president's cabinet prior to
their assignments abroad.

All Uni6bn Liberal delegates holding executive appoint-
ments had served in Congress during their political
careers. Evidently this was standard procedure as noted
by Federico Gamboa, who in his autoblography asserts that
all undersecretaries were deputies to the national con-
gress, though some had never visited the regilons they
represented.8 Table 25 details the executive appointments

received by Unidén Liberal delegates.

Federal District Office

Public office in the Federal District impliad
national recognition because Mexico City had long been
the administrative, cultural, and comnercial centexr of
the country. Ten delegates held Mexico City municipal

office: six were born in the Federal District and were
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also of the younger generation; the other four, hence,
were of the older generation and fram elsewhere, »MMoat
born in the Federal District served as regidor, or city
councilman, early in their public careers. José Ives
Limantour, famous for his fiscal wizardry, began his
political career at the age of twenty-seven as a regidor:
in this capacity he foreshadowed his political future by
working with the city's treasury commission. In 1892
Roberto Nifiez, at the age of thirty-three, was instrumental
in the development of Chapultepec Park. Ignacio Bejarano
also began working for the city government at an early
age; in 1880, at the age of twenty-four, this regidox was
in charge of statistics and city festivals. Eventually,
Bejarano like Ndfiez and Pablo Macedo, became oficial
mayor, or city manager; all had started on the

ayuntamiento, or city council.

The Federal District also had a governor, sometimes
called president, who was appointed directly by Porfirio
Diaz and was independent of the city council, having
much the same status as a state governor. Two out of the
three delegates who served as governor of the Federal
District were born elsewhere, though they were not without
experience on Mexico City's ayuntamiento. The governor of
the Federal District could appoint four prefects ror the

suburbs of Tlalpan, Tacubaya, Xochimilco and Guadalupe
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Hidalgo, just as the state governors could appoint the
jefes politicos.

Some delegates were on regional ayuntamientos, which
I mention here as a comparison with the Mexico City
pattern. Apolinar Castillo, for example, was thirty-
eight years old in 1880 when he served as regidor on the
ayuntamiento of Orizaba, while also a professor of chen-
istry. Eventually Castille became governor of that
state, before moving to Mexico City, where he died at
age sixty. Table 26 provides the positions held by

delegates in the Mexico City municipal government.

Jefes Polfticos

It has been argued by some that the state governors
and the jefes poli{ticos were the principal elements in
Dfaz' system of control. The system of political chieftain-
ship was established during Independence; heads of major
administrative districts were called jefes politicos and
and districts over which they presided were called
partidos. Though they could call upon the Rurales direct-
ly (the Rurales, Diaz' infamous constabulary were under
the direction of Unidn Liberal delegate, General Fran-
cisco Ramirez), jefes polfiticos theoretically were the
absclute agents of the governors, by whom they were
appointed and removed. BAnother important responsibility

of the post was the administration of public lands,
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terrenos baldios, within the partido; previously these

lands were controlled by the ayuntamientos. The post of
jefe politico was abolished in 1914 and the principles of
that decree were incorporated into the Constitution of
1917.9

Six delegates served as jefes pol{ticos. Three,
Arellano, Sanginés, and Evia, held a military rank of
colonel or higher; the remaining three, Lomeli, Garcia,
and Castillo were civilians. All six had strong regional
ties to the areas they administered: four out of the six
were natives of the regions in which they held a post as
jefe politico, while a fiftn, Agustin Sanginés married
into the local elite of Chihuahua, where he held his
post for four years. éanginés appears to be the only one
who held the position during the height of the Porfiriato,
while the other delegates functioned as jefes polftiéos
early in the period.

Jefes politicos were very important in the administra-
ting of the three federal territories which were directly
dependent on the Minister of Gobernacién, rather than a
governor. Agustin Sanginés held this position of respon-—
sibility in La Paz, Baja California from 1894 to 1900;

he also acted in the capacity of commandate militar. By

marrying into the northern elite, Sanginéds cemented his
relationships to such an extent that accusations of

illegal business activities only brought with them
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change in post, instead of the court martial they deserved.
Table 27 gives the locations of the six Unidn Liberal

delegates when they acted as jefespoliticos, and is

followed immediately by a discussion of governors,. inas-

much as all, except Evia, eventually came to that post

also.

Gubernatorial Posts

Sixteen delegates were governors of states at some
point in their political careers {two more. Sebastié4n
Camacho and Carlos Rivas, were also governors in a sense,
but were discussed previouslf in the section on Federal
District Office). Three of thase, Felipe Arellano,

Mar iano Escaobedo, and Trinidad Garcia, held gubernatorial
posts prior to the Porfiriato,while three others, Saravia,
Sanginés and Arcadio Escobedo, were post-Porfirian

- governors. Because nine out of the fifteen were governors
dur ing the Porfiriato, this office is a possible source
for locking at long-term trends and continuity among the
nineteenth century political elite.

CGovernors were nearly always born in the state they
governed. In texrms of background, we know that eleven
out of the sixtean were either hacendados themselves, or
membears of regiovnal families who owned large estates.
Most of these men attended regional educational institu-~

tions where they were trained as professionals: seven as

131



TABLE 27
UNISN LIBERAL DELEGATES WHO SERVED AS

JEFES POLITICOS

Delegate Birthplace Location (Dates)

1. Arellano, Felipe Sinaloa Chihuahua (18692 &
1872)

2. Castillo, Apolinar Oaxaca Oaxaca (1871) &
Veracruz {1878)

3. Evia, Domingo Yucatdn Yucatdn*

4. carcifa, Trinidad Zacatecas Zacatecas (1867)

5. Lomeld, Sakis Jalisco Jalisco

6. Sangin€s, Agustin Oaxaca Chihuahua (1888-92)

Baja c¢alifornia
(1894-1900)

pata on Evia's military background and tenure as
jefe politico were found in Lazaro Pavia, Ligeros apuntes
biogrdficos de los jefes polflicos....,tomo II, p. 46.
I asswne that he was jefe politico in the Yucat#n because
of his familial ties to the area, though the location of
his post was never listed.

lawyers, two as pharmacists, and one as an engineer. Only
the engincer, Blas Escontrfa, traveled to the Fedexal
District to receive his education, and this was due to

the French Intervention which made living in San Luis
Potosi dangerous for his entire family. No more than
threc out of the sixteen were professional soldiers

(Escobedo, Lscudero, and Sanginds).
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Four of the sixteen were only interim governors; one
of these, Blas Escontr{a, was later elected to the post.
Escontria came to office after the death of both Carlos
and Pedro Diez Gutiérrez, brothers who monopolized the
governorship of San Luis Potosi for more than twenty
years. Prior to them, another Unién Liberal delegate,
Mariano Escobedo, had held that office. The fact that
three Unién Liberal delegates were governors of San Luis
Potos{ indicates that it was an important political
center.lO

San Luis Potosi was also a wealthy mining state
that served as the social center for the north central
region. In the 1860's the regional elite institutional-
ized their social network with the opening of the
fashionable "Lonja" society of San Luis Potos{. General
Escobedo was governor of the state when the "Lonja" was
inaugurated. In addition to Escobedo, Escontr{a and
Pedro Diez Gutiérrez, other delegates belonged, such as
Séstenes Rocha and Francisco Castarfeda.

In most cases one received the post of governor at
the mid-point of a career, as with Escontr{a, or Emilic
Pimentel. Pimentel, after having lived most of his public
life in Mexico City, returned to his native Qaxaca in
1202 to assume the governcorship, holding it until 1911;
he died in 1926 in Veracruz at the age of sixty-nine.

Table 28 presents the gubernatorial experience of
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the Unién Liberal delegates. Data on gubernatorial
elections and terms of office were not located. Again,
as with federal office holding, the mechanics of state

elections are unclear.

Summary

A common experience shared by the majority of the
Unidén Liberal delegates was congressional office, indicat-
ing that congressional membership was a standard by which
the Porfirian political elite tended to identify itself.
The fact that most delegates entered Congress prior to
the 1892 Unidn Liberal Convention shows that it was
recruited from the already functioning political elite
rather than being a group new to government. <Congress
was a clearing house for national politics;: at any given
time a large proporticon of prominent politicians were
active members, and on the other hand congressmen held
other kinds of high office concurrently. Election to
Congress was not a necessary first step in political
cffice; rather, as shown above, some politicians came to
it late and with an already established national reputa-
tion.

Compilation of the delegates' non-congressional
office-holding yuickly reveals that they were not all
on the same track; no standard political career pattern

emerges, even for delegates within 2 certain age group,
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or for the more famous as opposed to the more obscure.

We do glimpse regularities for certain subsets. City
government was one way to launch a national political
career. Judges tended to find their way to the top along

a quite narrow path, using the lettered arts as a stepping
stone instead of commercial activity. Governors were
normally from the state governed, named to office around
mid-career, and sometimes they had served previously as
iefes pol{ticos. High appointments of almost all kinds went
to mature persons with previous experience. We would need
complete sets—-all Porfirian governors, all Porfirian
judges, and s¢ on--to be able to make categorical state-
ments. But our sample seems to imply that there was a
diversity of career tfacks in the Porfirian system,
corresponding to different interests and different institu-
tions, and that each of these had its own normal course,
which the president did not interfere with overmuch, though
he certainly was free to favor certain individuals over
others.

In other words, cur sample implies that Porfirian
politics did not include the creation of any tightly
organized, nationally circulating cadre which would have
ruled the ccountry at the behest of the president alone,
or in its own ‘nternal interest. Surely the Unidn Liberal
was nokt any such cadre. Consider “he aspect of regicnal

representation. The Unién Liberal itself was
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overwhelmingly regionally based, with delegates standardly
representing their natal states. The same is true for
jefes politicos (except in federal territories) and gov-
ernors; the latter were usually not only local, but in-
fluential and well-connected on the local scene. While
the president must have somehow seen to it that those in
office supported him, he was, whether by policy or from
necessity, not free to name many outsiders to such posi-
tions. Even the Federal District, the embodiment of the
nation, often had office-holders who were locally-born.

On the other hand, the pattern in Congress is quite
different; of the knowns, twenty-three represented their
natal state, and nineteen only non-natal states. This is
not as extreme as if, for example, all the congressmen
were from the capital or from states other than their own,
but it is certainly significant that close to halt of
these partisan Porfirian congressmen were not from the
region they represented. This distribution seems a strong
indicator of the existence, after all, of a corps of
national politicians mediating between the federal govern-
ment and the various regions. It would be most revealing
to know just how the oulsiders come to office. Did the
president or his chief advisers use influence to bring
about the choice of their favorites regardless of the
wishes of the region represented? Of did interests in

the state concerned lack, at that particular moment, an
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experienced, influential Mexico City-wise national politi-
cian, and actively shop about for one, the way a country
man would look for a good city lawyer? I feel that the
latter was very often the case. At any rate, it seems to
me that the important thing which the cutsidexr-congressmen
was not that they were from another state, but that they
had become Mexico City figures.

Almost all of the Unién Liberal delegates can be
considered national politicians in the sense that they
traveled a great deal between capital and home region.
Those who persisted long in national office began to
become residents of Mexico City, maintaining a home and
property there, in addition to the home and property
they might still have in their natal state. Over the
years, scme politicians spent far more time in the capital
than at their birthplace, and no doubt they felt more at
home there too. MNevertheless, the regional tie remained
strong, and in most cases there was not deep involvement
with any region other than the natal one. Rather than
full circulation over the nation, there tended to be a
- shuttling back and forth from home region to capital,
so that the capital was the main place of convergence.
Even the congressiken represanting non-~natal states
doubtless rarely left Mexico City. The overall picture,
then, is one ¢of normal internal recruitment inside all

regions except the federal territories, with an
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interacting corps of national politicians in the capital,
recruited from the representatives of the individual
regions., To what extent such a structure was new cannot
yet be determined with any certainty.ll The pattern does
represent a change from the late colonial period, when
there was a high bureaucracy circulating over the entire
country, and the equivalents of the state governors,
the intendants, were regularly outsiders; on the other
hand high office in the capital itself tended to be
dominated more by persons born there rather than in the
provinces.12

The presence of the older generation in high politi-
cal office in Porfirian times indicates a continuity
from the earlier part‘of the nineteenth century. Either,
as Zea and others have seen it, there was an active
policy of reconciliation after a break, or, as I deem
more likely, the continuity was a simple one and there
may never have been a great schism. Authors like Zea
have viewed the Porfirian elite as separated from the
other sectors of society, whereas a closer lock shows
them integrated in many respects. Moreover, with the
single exception of military service, which I have not
considered under office-holding, the patterns are not
noticeably different for younger men than for older.
There seems %o have been little change in recruitment

or in the type of office held. The Porfirian political

140



elite appears to have been characterized by standard
renewal processes and not to have undergone any major
internal change, crisis, or disintegration.

Looking at the grand total of offices held by the
Unién Liberal delegates, one must say that except as to
Congress membership it does not seem overwhelmingly
impressive. Few men ever held truly high office. Given
the difficulties of research, some offices may have been
omitted, but even so it is clear that the convention
included some less important figures as well as some
political stars. The guestion then is, were the obscure
figures some kind of insigificant puppets? Or were they
younger relatives of important men, or representatives
of large familial or fegional interests? Again the
nation-wide recruitment of the group makes it hard to
give an answer, but I believe from partial indications
that they were mainly the latter, important through their
connections if not for themselves, and that they arxe
also typical in that there would be such figures in any

political organization of the time.
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FOQOTNOTES

Peniche entered Congress along with five other Unién
Liberal delegates in 1862: Zérate, Manén y Valle,
Arellano, Zamacona and Castafeda y N&jera: other
congressmen at the same time included future presi-
dent Porfirio Diaz, Gabino Barreda (founder of the
Escuela Nacional Preparatoria) and Jos€ Higinio
Naflez, (Secretary of the Treasury in 1862 and
father of Unidn Liberal delegate, Roberto Nffez).

What is interesting here is that in 1886 José Ives
Limantour was only thirty-two years old, and still
some seven years away from assuming control of the
Treasury. DLimantour's political significance can
be explained in part by the fact that his father
was important in both politics and commerce, and
that the family was considered one of Mexico City's
five richest during the Porfiriato.

I have never come across any accounts describing
the mechanics of Porfirian elections. Where were
the polling places, was there voter registration,
who conducted elections, who voted; I assumes that
the voting reguirements were being male, literate,
and a property owner,

Francisco Aspe's father-in-law was José de Emparén,
jefe politico of Veracruz. Empardn had worked with
Emilio Pardo Sr. who represented Manuel Escandon:

in 1856 the Escandon family organized the Veracruz-
Mexico City Railrcad. In his capacity as legal
agent, Emilio Pardo Sr. negotiated with landowners
for the railway's rights of way; scme were coopera-
tive, others were not. The jefe politico of Vera-
cruz, Emparan, was responszible for subduing dis-
gruntled landowners who were harassing railway
angineers in their endeavors. Successful in their
joint assignment, it was Emparxrdn who inaugurated

the construction of the line, Later, in Mexico City
fellow Union Liberal delcegate, Emilio Pardo Jr.
married Enriguetta Aspe, one of Francisco's thirteen
children. Thus we see how the Aspe family were well
connected within the Veracruz-Mexico City commercial
and political elite.
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lo.

11.

12.

Rosters consulted included 1) the DPiaric de los
debates, 3rd Congress, corresponding to the first
pericd of the session, 1862 (Mexico: _Imprenta de
F. Diaz de Le6n y Santiago, 1973 /sic/): 2) the
Diario de los debates, 1888, 1891-92 (México:
Imprenta de "El Partido Liberal"); and 3) the
Directorio de diputados v senadores al XXIII congreso

gencral (México: Imprenta y Escuadernacidn de
Irenec Paz, 1207 and 1908).

Ags in the case with congressional elections, I am
unclear on the mechanics of the magistrates' elec-
tions. Were these national or district elections?

The seven cabinet members headed the department of
Relaciones Exteriores or Foreign Relations, Gaber-
nacidén or Interior, Hacienda or Treasury, Justicia
y Instruction Pdblica or Justice and Public Instruc-
tion, Fomento or Development, Guerra y Marina or
War and Navy, and Communicaciones y Obras Piblicas
or Communications and Public Works.

Federico Gamboa, Mi diario (Guadalajara: Imprenta
de la Gaceta de Guadalajara, 1907), Vol. T,
p. 301,

For a dlscusslon ‘of jefe politico see J. Lloyd
Mecham, "The Jefe Politico in Mexico," The South-
western Social Science Quarterly, Vol. XII, No. 4,
March 1933,

For a discussion of San Luis Potosi politics see
Cockereoit, Intellectual Precursors.

The forthcoming work of Richard Sinkin, The Mexican
Reform promises to provide an answer for the pericd
of the Refeorm, at least.

Information on the late colonial period comes from
D. A. Brading, Miners and Merchants in Bourbon
Mexico, 1763-1810 (Cambridge, 1971.).
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CHAPTER V

DELEGATES IN BUSINESS

In examining the economic interests of the Unidn
Liberal delegates, we now turn to their involvement in
haciendas, banks, and related business activities. We
are not interested in providing a definitive listing of
the delegates' business interests, but rather in identify-
ing the kinds of enterprises they found attractive.l

Materials especially rich as sources for the sections

on haciendas and banking include Holm's Directory of

Aqencies;Mines and Haciendas, and the Banco Central

Mexicano's Las Sociedades Andminasg, published in 1905

and 1908 respectively. Information on investments and
properties came from the wills and inventories, usually
drawn up at the end of one's life.2 Thus materials
favor the late Porfiriato, by which time nearly one
fourth of the delegates are known to have been dead.
Those delegates still alive and doing business
during the last years of the Porfiriato tended to make
the Unidn Liberal as a whole lock like a very small,
very strong and very rich group of men. This pexspec-
tive, however, is at least as much a resuit of the

methodology (in that as delegates die off, new namesg
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are not being added to the sample) as it is of any
extraordinary concentration of money and property
exhibited in the business activities of the Porfirian

volitical elite,

Haciendas

When Porfirioc Diaz usurped control of the government
in 1876 the financially most powerful figures in the
country were the hacendados, or the agriculturalists,
who produced primary goods for the domestic market.3
Despite regional variation, the hacienda constituted one
of the primary social, economic, and even political units
of nineteenth century Mexicoe. Owning a regular, function-
ing hacienda was different than owning urban real estate
or taking part in land speculation; these two latter
categories of business will be discussed later in this
chapter, while in this portion we will concentrate on
the delegates who owned haciendas.?

Twenty—-three delegates owned haciendas; this aumber
represents nearly one-third of the Unidn Liberal parti-
cipants. Thirteen were born in the Central region (al-
though only three of these were from the Federal District),
five were from the Pacific region, four from the Frontier
and cne from the Gulf region.5 The data compiled in

Table 29 suggest that there was a high correlation

between 1) a delegate's natal state, 2) the state he
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represented in Congress or at the Unién Liberal Conven-
tion, and 3) the location of his hacienda, Cut of the
twenty-three cases, eleven delegates were consistent
across the board, while another eleven represented a
combination of locations that indicated familial or
business ties. In some cases the locations that indicated
familial or business ties were in adjacent areas, such

as Magfin Llaven's Oaxacan hacienda located close to his
natal state of Chiapas, or Macedo's properties in Tlax-
cala, not far from his Mexico City home.

For only one delegate, Carles Rivas, is there an
apparently scattered picture: he was born in Sonora,
represented Guanajuato at the Unidén Liberal Convention
and the state of Hidaigo in Congress, and ownéed a
hacienda in the Federal District. Rivas' selection of a
Mexico City property was logical, in that he was an
established Mexico City resident since his participation
in Maximilian's administration in the 1860's. Further-
more, his brother, Francisco Rivas Gbmez, alsc a delegate,
showed the typical consistency by owning a finca in his
natal region, the Territory of Tepic, and representing
that area at the convention, if not Congress.

The seccnd characteristic of the twenty-three
delegate-hacendados listed in Table 29 is that two-

thirds, or fifteen, were members of the older generation.
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Still another fifteen had professional training or
experience,

An additional sixteen delegates were members of
hacendado families; only six of these men were of the
older generation. Like the twenty-three already
described, these sixteen demonstrate the same high
correlation among natal state, area represented in
Congress or at the Unidén Liberal Convention, and location
of familial hacienda.

By way of comparison, the significant difference
between the twenty-three who owned haciendas and the
sixteen who were members of hacendado families was the
age variable; owners were cof the older generation,
whereas the members of hacienda owning families, who
were themselves not ownerxrs. were younger. Quite possibly
they came to be owners at a later time. Table 30
identifies the sixteen "would be" hacendados.

Combined, the two groups (owners and members oOf
owning families) equalled over half of the total memeber-
ship of the convention, Clearly then, hacendados were
well represented at the convention, if not personally,
then by »roxy through their younger relatives. This dces
not imply that there was a political consensus among the
hacendados, especially towards the end of the Porfiriato,
For example, Roberto Ipiffa, brother-in-law of Blas

Escontria and owner of the Hacienda Bledos in San Luis
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Potos{ (valued at $600,000 in 1907) in 1900 made the anti-
regime pronouncement that "Don Porfiric has established

a completely personal government, a true despotism."6
Five years later nevertheless, Escontrf{a was appointed
Minister of Development.

Several delegates owned haciendas which had been
family mainstays for several generations. Eduardo
Veldzquez owned several ranchos in and around Mexico
City; Mariano Escobedo's lands in Nuevo Ledn had belonged
to his family since early in the eighteenth century; and
Ignacio Maién y Valle's descendants still run the family
estate in México.

As owners, what did these men do for or at the
hacienda, if in fact they even lived thexe? We know that
Eduardo Velfzguez did not live on his rancho Tlaltelolco;
instead he rented it and a manor house called E1 Progresso,
for $1,650 pesos annually. The rancho was fully eguippad
with livestock, stables, corral, and brick ovens. Like-
wise, Manuel Maria de Zamacona, who acquired an expropria-
ted ecclesiastical pyroperty in 1856 called El1 Rancho San
Juan Bautista, permitted the place to be used from six in
the morning until nine at night (except Sundays). In
1866 leaseholders were paying $2,000 pesos a year for the
use of these lands and the water.

Other delegates used their haciendas for industrial

purposes, such as Joaqufn Redo whe owned El Porado, a
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sugar producing hacienda in Mazatlan, Sinaloa; it had
also an iron and steel foundry in addition to the sugar
mill,

And finally, if Magin Llaven did not live on his
Oaxacan hacienda he assumed the responsibilities of a

comisionista, or broker, selling his products such as

beef and grain, to D{az' brother-in-law, Jos€ Castellot,
who owned a finca, San Jeronimo, also located in Oaxaca.

They both transacted their business in Mexico City during
the congressional session.

The ownership of several hacienda properties was
not uncommon, as seen in data available for Ramén Alcizar,
Francisco de P. Castaneda, Pablo Macedo, Ignacio Marién y
Valle, and Marianoc Escobedo. Similariy it was common
for these owners of multiple properties not to reside on
the haciendas and to rent them out. They may very well
have bought and sold properties according to the needs
of their business.

The delegate-hacendados actively participated in the
political life of their country, in addition to the myriad
outside professional and/or business activities--twenty-
one of the twenty-three delegates were congressmen at
some point in their careers.

Table 31 identifies the properties with any known
special characteristics, for the twenty-three delegates,

By way of summary, the twenty-three are known to have
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owned thirty-five properties; six haciendas produced
staples, such as corn, beans, livestock for domestic
consumption. Another six produced agricultural products
for expart or manufactured goods; by product the latter
six divide as follows: three were sugar producing
haciendas, one henequen, one cotton, and one precious

woods .,

Bankin

Thirteen Unidn Liberal delegates were actively
involved in the banking sector (this does not include
the two delegates who were, at one time, ministers of
the treasury). Unlike the hacendados, who tended to be
older, the bankers were of the younger generation,
being forty-five years or younger in 1892. Some younger
delegates had already worked in banking prior to the 1892
convention. Joaquin Casasds, for example, wrote his

book, La cuestidn de los bancos, in 1885. 1In 1879, Tonds

MacManus, at the age of twenty-five, operated the Santa
Eulalia, a private bank in Chihuahua.8 Manuel Peniche,
of the Yucatdn, had been securing banking concessions in
Congress since 1862, before a national super-structure
existed. Banks were anomalies until the 1880's.

Before the development of a national bank, there
existed an informal network composed of agiotistas.
Agiotistas were money lenders who provided the operating

capital vital to the functioning of the nearly bankrupted
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mid-century governments. Agiotistas tried to protect
investments, either their own or of the families they
represented, through the short-term nature of the loans;
also they depended on the high rate of interest they could
command from a floundering regime's desire for solvency.
These transactions were negotiated through informal and
personal networks.

Even with the introduction of banks; the informal
system continued to function. Several delegates were
creditors of others, as in the case of landowner Eduardo
Veldzquez, who carried the mortgage on delegate Esteban
Chézari's Mexico City residence. The Sierras and the
CasasQis Loaned one another funds, while Manuel Peniche
carried one of General Escobedo's personal notes. Pablo
Macedo's will shows him having over Iforty-thousand pesos
out on loan, much of which was unsecured.

Major new developments in banking and finance occur-
red around the time of the Unidn Liberal Convention. The
government commercial code of 1889 encouraged the forma-

tion of corporations (sociedades andnimag), and among

the first to take advantage of the new legal protection
were the banks, Earlier attempts to institutionalize
banking, prior to the founding of the Banco Nacional de
México in 1882, failed., Fcom 1882 until 1889 there were
only six banks in all of Mexico. By 1907 that number had

increased to five chartered banks in Mexico City alone,
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and over sixty thrcughout the country.lo

By and large those Uni6n Liberal delegates involved
in the banking industry were important figures in it.
Four delegates founded banks, among whom is Ramén Alcézar,
delegate for his natal state of Guanajuato. When piaz
assumed power in 1876, Alcdzar co-owned (with fellow
delegate Francisco de P. Castafieda) the Company "Guana-
juatenese-Zacatecana" that rented the Casa de Moneda de
Guanajuato y Zacatecas from the Federal government (the
Casa de Moneda was the regional mint). Minting was the
logical off-shoot of owning gold and silver mines, and
Alcizar owned several. By 1910 Alcézar was credited with
the founding or direction of the following banks: Banco
Central de México, Banco de Michoacan, Banco del Bstado
de México, Banco Mexicano de Trabajo de Guanajuato, the
Le6én branch of the Banco de San Luis Potosi, and the
Banco Hipotacario de Creditc Territorial Mexicano.
Alchzar, owner of three haciendas, was also a genercus
supporter of Porfirio Dfaz: in 1910 he donated over
fifteen~hundred pesos to a banguet honoring Diaz, making
him one of the top ten contributors to this function,

Two hanker-delegates were also active in life in-
surance companies and therefore will be cited in this
section on banking. Antouio Pliego Pérez founded “"Latina

Americana," while Sebastian Camacho was President of "La

Mexicana." La Mexicana was originally founded in
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Chihuahua in 1887, in part with money from the Terrazas
family, important landowners in that state. The following
yvear, however, the society moved its headquarters to
Mexico City in order to reorganize and go public. The
company then reopened as a sociedad andnima with $220,000
capital (divided into 4,000 shares worth 50 pesos a-
piece). In 1907 in additicon to his responsibilities as
president of La Mexicana, Camacho was also president of
the Banco Nacional de México.

We cannot leave the topic of banking without mention
of the fiscal abuses credited to the Porfirian pelitical
elite. The most notorious was the establishment in June,
1908 of the Caja de Préstamos and its succeeding
administration through 1915, The Caja was designed to
stimulate irrigation works and agricultural development
in order to help the agriculturalists ocut of the financial
crisis resulting from the falling market of 1907. The
Caja loaned a total ¢f 53,540,000 pesos to 96 individuals:
by 1915 seven and a half million pesos were past due,

The largest loan, (5,283,000 pesos) went to an agricul-
tural and colonization company. Unién Liberal delegates
who served on the Caja's Board of Directors included
Roberto Nufiez (then undersecretary of the treasury),
Antonio Pliego Pérez, and Pablo Macdeo. The Caja was
encdorsed conceptually by both houses of Congress, and

the gerente or manager of the new fiscal organization was
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Manuel de Zamacona € Inclan, related closely by bleood,
to the Unidn Liberal delegate of the same name. Joaguin
Casastds, in his capacity as representative of the Banco
Central Mexicano, was also included in this financial
maneuvering. With the history of the Caja de Préstamos
in mind, it is not surprising to find Antonio Manero in
1915 making the following statement:

The most powerful vehicles of the Cientf{fico
group, by means of which they used

and abused the public wealth for the creating
of public misery, were and still are the
Institutions of Fublic Credit, and among them
very essentially the Banks of Emission....
The capital which by means of credit ought to
have entered into circulation throughout the
country was cornered by the Cientificos them-
selves, who always made up the Boards of
Directors and were_ the founders and administra-
tors of the_banks.ll

Table 32 details the banking activities of thirteen
Unién Liheral dslegates. Five of these delegates owned
haciendas, while four others belong to hacienda owning
families; the fathers of three more (N{ffez, Camacho and
Pardo) ware professicnals who had held cabinet level
positions earlier in the century:; in fact, N(¥ez' father
was Julrez' secretary of the treasury. That the thirteenth
of the group, Rosenda Pineda appeared in banking circles
can be explained by his role as Romero Rubio's private

secretary and liailson with Congress.
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Real Estate

Altogether, nineteen delegates are known to have
owned real estate other than haciendas. The category of
real estate is divided between those who invested in
urban property and those involved in rural property for

land speculation. The concept of propietario, Or property

owner, included the individual home-owner, the urban
landlord, and the land developer as well. While three
delegates owned both urban and rural land {Escudero,
Macedo and Rivas) the majority were urban property owners
only. In general, urban property owners owned real
estate where they resided, which included but was not
limited to their own homes. Some, like Emilio Pimentel,
who shuttled regularly between the capital and his home
in Qaxaca, owned a residence in each city.

At the lower end of the spectrum of propietarios was
Francisco Sosa, whose Sunday lunchecons at number five,
calle Juarez, Coyoacdn, were frequented by mempers of the
Porfirian political elite.l? 1In 1917 the house and its
finca were free and clear of obligations, as was Sosa's
furniture, books and paintings. However, by the time
he died in 1925 the property, valued at 14,205 pesos, was
heavily mortgaged. Sosa, a bachelor, author and head of
the national library, instructed his albacea, or executor,
historian Alberto Maria Carreffo, to sell the house, pay

his mortgages and give whatever remained to his servants,
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who had not been paid for several years. Impoverished,
he was buried by the state.

In contrast, Jeoaguin Casasus owned ten houses and
ten lots in Mexico City, valued at over one million
pesos in 1916. Casasis’ properties were exclusive: he
rented them out with fine antique furnishings to foreigners
or regional elite.

More typical of the trend manifested by Unién
Liberal delegates was Ignacio Escudero, who owned four
properties in the Federal District, purchased from the
proceeds of his first wife's estate. These properties,
valued at 105,286 pesos in 1904, earned 3,828 pesos
annually. Similarily, in 1908 José€ Antonio Puebla, who
identified himself as a propietario, had two properties
in Mexico City, valued at 26,840 pesos. This amount
represents only twenty-one percent of his 128,538 peso
estate. (Puebla must have liquidated much of his property
before he died, as the majority of this estate, some
seventy~-six thcousand pesos, was left in cash in the Banco
Nacional de México.)

Though Puebla lived in one of the two above mentioned
properties, he received rent from both, indicating that
one's personal residence could double as income property.
Certainly lhis was the case for Ignacio Escalante, whose
home at 69 San Andres Street also hounsed the offices

of Taller de Escalante.
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And if one dwelling house could have two functions,
several could have one. Pablo Macedo, for example, owned
a predio, or estate in Tlalpam, which had a manor house
called La Garita. This was in addition to his Mexico City
residence and his Tlaxcalan hacienda, Carlos Rivas,
owner of one finca, one quinta and a house named La Quinta
Mar{a de los Angeles, also had a Mexico City residence
valued at 10,710 pesos in 1908.

In addition, Rivas and Macedo were also land
developers. Rural land speculation became an increasingly
profitable enterprise during the Porfirato primarily

because of the expropriation of "wastelands," or terrenos
baldfos. Although a law was codified as early as 1863,

it was not until 1883 that a concerted effort was underway
to survey and colonize large tracts of “"underdeveloped"
lands. Land companies established in the north were
popular among Unidn Liberal delegates. Macedo owned
3,620,532 hectares of land in Baja California, Jesus
Valenzuela 6,854,626 in Chihuahua, and Manuel Peniche
2,188,174 in Soncora,

In 1891 Carlos Rivas founded the Sociedad de
Terrenos del Territorial de Tepic, which was granted a
federal concessicn to develop terrenos baldlos. The
1891 contract superseded one issued in 1888 to fellow

Unidn Liberal delegate, Felipe Arellano; evidently

Arellano and Associates did not fulfill the original
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contract to survey, map and colonize the Tepic lands.
Another who received a government concession was
Alejandro Elquezdbal, who in 1895 cbtained from the
Department of Development rights to construct an irriga-
tion canal in Coahuila, from the River Sabinas, in the
Monclova District, to the land he owned near Muzguiz,
in the same district. To guarantee the completion of
the obligations imposed by the concession, Elguezdédbal
deposited in the Banco Nacional de México the sum of
$4,000 in paper of the public debt or $2,000 in cash.
As the concessionaire, Elguezabal was allowed the free
importation of all machinery and tools required for the
project; the capital invested would be free from taxation
during a term of five'years.l3 Table 33 identifies the

real estate owned by the nineteen delegates.

Mining

Eleven delegates were associated with the mining
industry, though few considered themselves mineros, or
miners. Trinidad Garcia, a minero, owned La Esmeralda
mining company, which consisted of five mines and adjoin-
ing property (El Ermitano, with 6 hectares of land: La
Sangre de Cristo with 6:; La de Trinidad, with 4; la de
Caridad, with 2 and la de Luz y anexos with 4). Included

in La Esmeralda was Cancas, a hacienda de beneficio or

refinery, some houses, and all kinds of construction
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TABLE 33

REAL ESTATE OWNED BY UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Part I: Urban
Name Froperty
1. 3Bulnes 3 houses in D.F.; lived in one of

them, owning another next door.

2. Casasus 10 houses & 10 lots in D.F.
valued at 1,005,891 in 1916;
personal house valued at 355,980.

3. Castafieda y Ndjera 6 houses in D.F.

4. Castillo 1 property in D.F. with house
under construction; property
rented out for 660 annually;
purchased in 1896.

5. Escalante 69 San Andres; home and office.

6. Escontria " 6 properties in S.L.P.; (2 lands;
3 houses, including un solar;
valued at 13,270 in 1%05.

7. Escuderol 4 properties in D.F. earning
3,828 annually; in 1904 they

were valued at 105,286,

8. Luelmo 5 properties in Veracruz purchased
during Reforma at discount {(paid
6,000 for 9,750 worth of goods).

9. Macedol 15 properties in the D.F. valued
at 518,666.45 in 1919 (1 predioc
in Tlalpam and La Garita; 2 lands
in Tlalpam, one has 165 lots in
it; 3 D.F. lots; 8 D.F. houses).

10. Nfrez & D.F. houses, one valued at
80,000 in 1910.

11l. Pimentel 1 house and 1 lot in Oaxaca; 1
Mexico City house.

12. Puebla 2 D.F. houses valued at 26,840
in 1908.
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TABLE 33 (cont'd.)

Name Property

13. Rayén Property owner in Guerrero—-
ne inventory.

14. Rivas, C.l 1 Mexico City residence, valued at
10,710 in 1908; the Quinta
Maria de los Angeles.

15. Sosa 1 home with finca in Coyoacé&n
valued at 14,205 in 1925.
Part I1: Rural

1. Arellano, Felipe Cclonization project in the Terri-
tory of Tepic, 1888.

2. Escudero, Ignaciol Colonization project in Micheacdn.

3. Macedo, Pablol 3,620,532 hectares of land in
Baja California.

4, Peniche, Manuel 2,188,174 hectares of land in
Sonora.

5. Rivas, Carlosgl Sociedad de Terrenos de Terri-
torial de Tepic, 1891,

6. Rivas GbOmez, Fran- Investor in Sociedad de Terrenos

cisco de Territorial de Tepic.
7. Valenzuela, Jesus 6,954,626 hectares of land in

Chihuahua.

lovmed both urban

Source:

end rural property.

Appendix A.

yoods and tools, valued at 21,000 pesos,

had owned these properties,

By 1892 carcfa

located in and arcund the

partido de Sombrerete, Zacatecas, for at least twenty
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years, and was then looking for some capital to renovate
and reopen them. He was financed in this venture by the
Sociedad Mercantil Viadero, which consisted of the Viadero
hrothers, Leopoldo and José; one lived in Zacatecas, the
other in the Federal District. When Garcia contracted
the 15,000 loan, Mexican production of gold and silver
was increasing significantly: in 1893-94, 864,234 pesos
was exported from the country, while by 1902 that figure
rose to 9,315,275.14 We do not know if Garcia sold or
retained his mine by the time he died in 1906, but I
assume that the refinancing was a success, inasmuch as
by 1208 the mine employed 100 men. Though this was not
a small enterprise, it was not as large as the nearby
Candelaria mines whicﬁ employed 350 workers, or American
Smelting Securities Company which had 250 employees.
Neither Garcia nor his family were new to mining.
In fact, his father or uncle, Francisco Garc{a Salinas,
was credited with resurrecting the industry by terminating
one of the state's bust cycles in 1831, when he used
government funds to finance the draining of mines in the
Cerro Proafio region, neaxr Fresnillo. It is not possible
to determine what the Garcia family owned in that area,
though in 1835 one Trinidad Garcia was 3rd alcalde in
Fresnillo and later, in the 1860's, Unidn Libcecral delegate
Trinidad Garcia was jefe pclitico of the same partido or

district. Francisco Garcla was not the only one to
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contribute to the improvement of the Zacatecan mining
industry. Trinidad, a trained pharmacist, himself
invented a method for extracting sulfur from copper; he
perfected this method at his Esmeralda mines which
contained copper and lead in addition to gold and silver.

Mine owners and management did not have to live near
the mining sites. Garcia ccontracted the 15,000 pesos
loan in the Federal District, where he had primarily
resided since 1876; he had served in Diaz' first cabinet
and had reqularily been in Congress, representing the
Federal District since the 1880's. Priox to moving to
the capital he held regional cffice, serving first as
secretary and later governor of his natal state, Zaca-
tecas,

Not all those involved in mining were as experienced
as Trinidad Garcia. General Ignacioc Escudero, for ex-
ample, who in November 1892 had, at the age of fifty-
six, 44 years, two months and five days of active military
service, became the president of the Tres Marias Mining
Company. The business owned two mines, San Pedro and
Tres Marlas, in the mining area of Pozas, municipio de
San Luis de la Paz, Guanajuato. Escudero, appointed for
fouxr years by the board of directors, was to represent the
company in all judicial and goevernmental matters, having
special powers when necessary.

f '
Tres HMarias was a growing concern that added the
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Minervia Mines and annexes ip 1893. 1In his capacity as
president, Escudero hired one Jacinto Acosta of San Luis
de la Paz to overses Minervia, and Ignacic G. Rocha as
consulting engineex and director of the Tres Marias
facilities. (It is @ifficult to know if these two were
related to Unidn Liberal delegates, Miguel Acosta and
géstenes Rocha.) While Escudero was performing these
managerial functions as president of Tres Marias, he was
coincidentally undersecretary and acting Minister of the
War Department. Evidently Tres Marias Mining Company did
not survive until 1908. |

carlos Rivas and Joagquin Casasds are included in
this section, although they were not miners, OTr even
mine executives. 2s businessmen they palance the dis-
cussion by showing investors' response to the industry.
In 1908 Rivas had 6,790 pesos invested in three mines,
holding two hundred shares of la Compatiia Minera ¥y
Beneficiadora de San Antonio ¥ Anexos, worth 3,000 pesos;
and [ifty shares of Compaﬁ{a Minera de Dolores, worth
3,750; and finally twenty shares of La Compafiia de
Minera de San Vicente y Anexas in Temazcaltepec, valued
at 40 pesos.

Joaguin Casasls had a significant pnuniber of mining
investments in his portfosio when he died in 1916 in
self-imposed exile in New vork. No doubt the disruptions

to the industry caused by the 1910 Revolution explain in
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part the stocks' unspectacular worth. Table 34 details
Casas®ds' investment in addition to the interests held by

the other ten delegates.

TABLE 34

UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES IN THE MINING SECTOR

Name Remarks

1. BAlcéazar, Ramdn Owned San Rafael Protectora in
Guanajuato; also mine in S.L.P.

2. Arellano, Felipe Owned Chihuahua mines of Las
Yedras, 1860's & 70's.

3. Casasds, Joaquin Invested in Compahia Explotadoa
de Minas (3,025 shares @ 1 peso};
Compaliia Mineria Ignacico Rod-
riguez Ramos {160 shares @
43.56) ; Minera Blanca y Anexos
(1,300 shares, worth $51,610
or 39.70 per share (in 1912
Blanca was worth 70.50 per
share) ; Minera de Santa Ana y
Anexos ® 120.75 (1912 it was
worth 210 each); he held 44
shares valued at 5,313; Minera
de Unidn y Concordia valueless;
Minas de Ora de Cerro Colorado,
valueless.

4, Castafieda, Fran- Owned La Purisima, hacienda de
cisco de P. beneficio; employed 75, located
in Marfil, Guanajuato.
5. Escudero, Ignacico President La Tres Mar{a, Guana-
juatoe.

6. Elquezdbal, Alejan- Owner of Compafiia Minera de la
dro Daz, 1898 in Chihuahua.

7. Garcia, Trinidad Ovned Esmeralda; employed 100 in
1908; Zacatecas.
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TABLE 34 (cont'd.}

Name Remarks

8. MacManus, Tomis Owned Minera de la Concepcidn,
Michoacdn.

9, Peniche, Manuel Owned Zumpancuahila, Guerrero,
1898.

10. Pefia, Pradexis Owned San Patricio, Chihuahua.

11l. Rivas, Carlos Investor.

Transportation

Unifdn Liberal delegates who participated in business
and industry were attracted to the financial possibilities
engendered by the revolution in the transportation
industyy. Members of the clder generation, such as
Alcazar, Camacho and Castaheda tended to be involved in
the railway boom, while younger delegates, such as
Macedo and Casasds followed newer trends, investing in
asphalt and tramways respectively. Table 35 identifies

the participation in transportation by eight delegates.

TABLE 35

UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES PARTICIPATING
IN TRANSPORTATION

Delegate Remarks

e B -
1. Alcizaxr, Ramén Rio Verde, 5.L.P.; Cuernavaca
Line in Mor=los
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TABLE 35 (cont'd.)

Delegate Remarks

2. Camacho, Sebastisn La Compania Limitada del Perido=
carril de Sonoxa, 1874.

3. Casasis, Joaqufh President, Mexico City Electrie
Tramway, 1900,
4, Castaneda, Fran- La Compairia Ferrocarril de
cisce Celaya, 1880,

5. Castillo, Apolinar Director and Manager, Mexicb
City Street Car Company, i895.

6. Macedo, Pablo Compafifa de Pavimientos da
Asfaltc, 1898,

7. Peniche, Manuel Representative of Yucatdn Rail=
way in Mexico City.

8. Valenzuela, Jesfis Compaftia Carbonifera de Piedras
Negras, railway builders.

Source: Appendix A.

commerce

As used here, commerce includes wholesale and retail
of manufactured or processed goods, such as agricultural
implements, dry goods, and hardware. Three of the six
delegates who engaged in commerce owned dry goods o=
panies in regional areas, whereas Alcdzar and Company
imported machinery. Agustin Sanginds, the fifth delegate
in commercial activity. =dministered the military bakery
in Baja California; he sold government goods to the publice.

Ricardo Hornedg is included in this section because as a
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comisionista he bought and sold goods produced on
haciendas. None of the merchants, save Hornedo, had his
business in the capital. Table 36 lists the six delegates

and their commercial enterprises.

TABLE 36

UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES PARTICIPATING
IN COMMERCE

Delegate Remarks
1. Alcdzar, Ramdn Alcgzar and Stallforth Co.,
Guanajuato.
2. Castaneda Fran- Agricultural implements,
cisco Guanajuato.
3. Hornedo, Ricardo . Comisionista, Mexico City.
4, MacManus, Tomds Merchant, dry goods, sewing

machines, Chihuahua.

5. Luelmo, Pedro Bookseller, stationier, fancy
goods, furniture and hardware
in Jalapa, Veracruz.

6. Sanginéds, Aqgustin Bakery in Baja California.

Summary

An examination of the delegates' business interests,
including the study of inventories of entire estates,
tempts one to try to calculate their wealth. The vaguely
defined categories and stated opinions of many cbhservers
have caused as much confusion as enlightenment. For

example Elizabeth D. Trowbridge wrote:
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The Diaz government was_hnot of the rich class
(italics mine). They /the rich/ hardly entered
government but were willing to give their
support for peace. Only a few directly
associated with government.
This author believed that had "the rich" participated
directly, they woulé@ have been careful to avoid the abuses
which eventually threatened their existence. The question
remains, who were "the rich?" Considering the importance
of the hacienda system to the national economy, it is
natural to associate "the rich" with this sector. There
were, however, vast haciendas and small ones, profitable

and unprofitable ones. As Jan Bazant demonstrates in

Cinco Haciendas Mexdicanas, it is highly difficult to

measure hacienda profitability, even where there is

voluminous documentation on a given enterprise, informa-

tion about revenues and sale prices is unsystematic:.16
Should we identify the rich with the old guard

inclvuded in Las Familias Mas Antiguas de México, or with

the new commercial elite arriving from abroad?l7 Diffi-
culties with documentation arise here also, as in the
case of the haciendas. Besides, there are other factors
to be considered in attempting to calculate overall
wealth, especially since the true bearer of wealth was
the family, not the individual. In this study of the
Unién Liberal delegates difficulties are compounded by
the sources, which tend to emphasize the later Porfirato

and prominent men over less important Diaz supporters.
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Pherefore, at this peoint, it would be premature to
address directly the question of whether the Unién Liberal
people are really of the "very rich." For the moment
let us be content with observing that over half either
owned haciendas at some time during the Porfiriato, Or
were of families that did. This alone puts them at a
certain level. There remains the basic questions of
whether wealth was acquired as a result of political
activities or was a part of a general drive toward
prominence on all fronts at once, and, also, whether the
wealth was old or new. We have seen that at least some
haciendas and mining interests had already been in the
family for two generations or more. Haciendas in the
families of younger, non—owning members point in the same
direction, and the fact that owners are mainly older may
be an indication of normal inheritance patterns of
already existing family properties. That half of the
twenty-three owners made the hacienda their primary
business also hints at the property aspect as basic and
lasting rather than as simply a product of political
favor, at least in these cases. Further than this I
cannot go until systematic large-scale economic research
produces something approaching an identification and
ranking of Mexico's greatest fortunes during the period.
Similar surveys for earlier periods in the nineteenth

century, as well as exhaustive genealogies of prominent
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Mexican families across the entire century, would be
requisites for making blanket statements about new versus
old wealth.

With banking and firance, one is much more irclined
to suspect that political influence produced the board
memberships. Yet of the thirteen delegates engaged in
banking, nine were connected with hacienda interests
(five as hacendados, four as members of hacienda fami-
lies), so that it seems just as likely that their £inan-
cial activity was an offshoot of their or their families'
economic strength in the agricultural sector. Since the
very existence of organized banking was a new phenomenon,
we can say that at least the form was new, even if the
capital itself may no£ have been recently acquired. In
general, the Unidn Liberal members showed a willingness
to enter new or timely branches of economic activity,
including new forms of transportaticn and conmunications
as they arose. They combined newer types of enterprise
with older ones, especially where these were then pro-
fitable, like henequen and sugar. Doubtless the same
could be said of the entire class of Mexican investors,
so the Unién Liberal membership hardly stands out as
something distinct on these grounds. The one type of
activity that smacks of political influsnce is speculation
in the empty northern regions, where the federal govern-

ment seems to have played a greater role than in the rest
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of the country--yet it remains to be seen if such
speculation was not commonplace among wealthy Mexicans
of the time.

An important feature of the hacendados and members
of the hacendado families is that they tended to own
land in their natal regions or adjacent areas, indicating
significant ties to these areas, which for the most part
were located outside of Mexico City. These delegates
demonstrate strong identification with regional concerns
by simultaneously owning land in certain areas and
representing them in political organizations (i.e., the
Unidn Liberal Convention) and public office. Only five
delegates out of the fifty-four mentioned in this
chapter are not known to have served in public office.

A final characteristic of businessmen is that out
of the fifty-four, thirty-six held professional titles.
Thus even among those delegates who tend to make their
primary business concerns the hacienda, there was
diversification to the extent that they were also
professional and political beings. Both the stars and
the rank and file show a propensity for variety; only an

issue of degree differentiates one from another.
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FOOTNOTES

For a detailed discussion of bhusiness sectors sece
Gonzadlez Navarro, La vida social; Francisco R.
Calderon, El porfiriato: La wvida economica; and
José Luis Ceceha, Mexico en la orbita imperial:
las empresas transnacicaales.

The earliest will examined, written in 1871,
belonged to Manuel Castarfeda y Nijera, father of
a Unidn Liberal delegate. The date of this will
was an exception, with the majority of the wills
being written after 1897,

Gonzélez Navarro, La vida social, p. 187.

Included in the hacienda category are fincas and
ranchos, The distinction is generally cne of size,
which often is determined by the location of the
property.

It is interesting to note that the Gulf region, an
important agricultural region, over-represented in
relationship to the size of the area's population
and over-represented by journalists, sent only one
delegate~hacendado to the convention. ©On the cther
hand, the four delegate-hacendados from the Frontier
reglon egual eighty percent of that area's delega—
tion.

As gquoted to me in the notes of John M. Tutino,
taken from a private copy of the Ipina family
history.

Of course this could have become a family estate
since the Revolution, but the hacienda's pre-
Portirian history was indicated in an interview
with a surviving family member.

The bank Santa Eulalia, founded by Tomds MacManus'
father, a Scot immigrant in 1875, was Mexico's
first commercial bank to survive., In 1888 it
became Banco Comercio de Chihuahua. See Walter
McCaleb, Present and Past Benking in Mexico (New
York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1920), p. 60.
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13.

14.

15.
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In the 1880's it was a world-wide depression that
mcetivated political and commercial interests to
institutionalize the banking system.

Percy F. Martin, Mexico of the XXth Century, 2 vols.
(London: Edward Arnold, 1907), vol. 1, p. 154,

Antonio Manero, The Meaning of the Mexican Revolution,
P. 42.

Vicente G. Quesado, Recuerdos de mi vida diplomdtica,
mision en México. 1891 (Buenos Aires: Libreria de
J. Menéndez, 1904), p. 39.

Mexican Herald, October 6, 1895. For a detailed
discussion of the abuses wrought in the name of
terrenos baldics, see Gonzdlez Navarro, Historia
modarna de Mewico, El porfiriate: La vida social,
pp. 187-193.

Ricardo Garcia Granadcs, Historia de México desde
la restauracidn de la Reptublica en 1867 hasta la

cafda de Huerta, Tomo I (México: Editorial Jus,

1958), p. 439.

Elizabeth D, Trowbridge, Mexico Today and Tonorrow
{(New York: Macmillan, 1919), p. 98.

Jan Bazant, Cinco haciendas mexicanas: tres sigqlosg
de vida rural en San Luis Potosi, 1600-1900 (Méx-
ico: El Colegio de Mexico, 1973).

Ricardo Ortega y Pérez Gallardo, Historia genealogica
de las familias mas antiguas de Mdxico, 3 vols.
(3rd edition; México: n.p., 1908}.
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CHAPTER VI

DELEGATES' FAMILY TIES AND FINAL‘YEARS

Family ties grounded the social network of the
Mexican elite, facilitating the economic and political
careers of its members. To study the individual in any
depth requires an examination of the familial context.
The discussion of family ties is divided into two parts,
marriage and bloodlines, and is followed by the section
on the delegates' final years. These topics are included
in one chapter not only because they are drawn from the
same types of documents, mainly wills and pensions, but
also because they both relate to the issue of continuity.
In other words both topics, family ties and final years,
deal with basic demographic data of the delegates' mature

lives.

Marriage

Data on the marriage patterns of thirty-three
delegates were collected primarily from marriage certi-
ficates, included as a matter of course in the wills and
inventories of Unidn Liberal delegates. From the wills
it appears to have been common to name che wife as

albacea, or executor of one's estate, indicating that
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women were potentially significant in the management of
one's properties., Table 37 breaks down the data on
marriage by the number of times married: thirty-two
delegates married at least once, while one delegate,
Francisco Sosa, never married at all. The four delegates
who married a second time were widowers. Unién Liberal
Celegates did not divorce, nor were any married more than
two times., Data on thirty-seven delegates were unavailable;
from what is already known, it is probkable that the

majority of these delegates married at least once.

TABLE 37

SUMMARY OF MARRIAGE PATTERNS AMONG
UNIGN LIBERAL DELEGATES

Married once 28
Married twice .4
Never married 1
Known 33
Unknown ' 37
Total 70

Bource: Appendix A,

Ag seen in Table 38, the delegates for whom there
are dacz are evoily divided between those marrying wonen

from their natal region and those who married women from
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dif ferent regions; in thirteen cases the regional origins

of the wives are unknown.

TABLE 38

SUMMARY OF REGIOMNAL ORIGINS OF SPOUSES
FOR UNIGN LIBERAL DELEGATES

Same region 10
Different region 12
Region unknown i3
Total 35

Going beyond the numbers, we see that of the twelve who
married women from different regions, there are at least
five cases in which tﬁe regional differences are mis-—
leading. Francisco Aspe's wife, Dolores Empardn, though
born in Cuba, was the daughter or niece of José de
Emparan, jefe politico of Veracruz, Aspe's natal state.
_ Agustin Sanginés, representing Chihuahua at the Unidn
Liberal Convention, married the daughter of one of that
state's ex-governors. Sanginés, an army officer, was
stationed in Chihuahua from 1889 until 1904, when he was
transferred to another post in northern Mexico.
Likewise, Apolinar Castillo married the daughter of
a local family of the area of his adopted residence;

originally from OCaxaca, Castillo moved to Orizaba, where

184



he was a professor of chemistry. His wife, Concepcidén
Santos Prado, lived in the nearby town of Chalchimula,
Puebla, where her family were landowners. And then,
Joaquin Casasitis, originally from Tabasco, married a
resident of his adopted home, Mexico City.

Ignacio Escudero's second marriage illustrates the
game pattern., IEscudero, who represented Sinaloa at the
Unién Liberal Convention, was a widower when he married
Maria Vega y Osuma, originally of Sinaloa. Almost a
decade before his second wife was born, Escudero, an
army officer, served in the state by protecting it from
a French invasion., In 1884 he represented the state in
the senate. In 1890 the state of Sinaloa presented
Escudero with an awaré for the services he had rendered
in its defense., 1In 1896, five years after the death of
his first wife, he married Maria Vega y Osuma, thirty-
nine years his junior., Witnesses at the wedding included
the then governor of the state, Francisco Caffedo, and a
one-time governox, Mariano Martf{nez del Castro.

Table 39 provides the names and birthplaces of the
thirty~three delegates and their wives: this nunber
represents approximately half of all Unidn Liberal
participants.

Another characteristic of the marriages besides
common regional origin was the large age difference

between bride and groom (especially marked in cases of
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TABLE 39

REGIONAL ORIGINS OF UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

AND THEIR WIVES

Delegate and Wife Birthplac=

1. Felipe Arellano Sinaloa
Felicit&s Milfin Unknown

2. PFrancisco Aspe Veracruz
Dolores de Empardn Havana, Cuba

3. Francisco Bulnes Mexico City
Marfa Teresa Irigoyen de la Vega Chihuahua

4, Luis caballero Michoacén
Isakel Escobar Unknown

5. Sebastign Camacho Veracruz
Loreta Pizarreo Unknown

6. Joaguin Casasds Tabasco
Catalina Guillén Altamirano Mexico City

7. Rafael Ccasco Tlaxcala
Delores Madrid Unknown

8. Apolinar Castille Qaxaca
Concepcidén Santos Prado Puebla

9. Esteban chizari Chiapas
dmelia Fenochio Unknown

10. vidal castaneda y N4&jera Mexico City
Clotilde Espinosa de Monteros Mexico City

11. Pedro Diez Gutiérrez San Luis Potos{
Esther Gusmdn Unknown

12. Alejandro Elquezabal Coahuila
Maria Galén Coahuila

13. Ignacic Escalante Mexico City
—_———-—Tens Unknown
Leonor Emparéh Guerrero

14. Blas Escontrf{a San Luis Potos{

Guadalupe Salin

186
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TABLE 39 (cont’d.)

Delegate and wWife

Birthpl ace

15. Ignacio Escudero
1st Wife
Mar{a vega y Osuma

16. Trinidad Garcfa
Luz valdes

17. José€ Ives Limantour
Marfa carfas de Buch

18, Pablo Macedo
concepcibén Velédzgquez

19. Ignacio Mafién y valle
Catarina Lorada

20. Roberto Nfiffez
Josefina Prida y Arteaga

2l. Emilio Pardo Jr.
Enriguita Aspe

22. Enilic Pimentel
Amparc Jorxrdan

23. Antcnio Pliego Pérez
Amparo Villalva

24. Josf Antonio Puebla
Josefa Reyes

25. Francisco RaySn
Carlotta Cabafas
Dolors Tejada

26, Carlos Riwvas
Leonor Rivas

27. Francisco Rivas GGmez
Delfina Varela

28. Sdstenes Rocha
Guadalupe Ramirez

187

Mexico City
Unknown
Sinaloa

Zacatecas
Unknown

Mexico City
Mexico City

Mexico City
Mexico City

M&xico
Unknown

Mexico City
Oaxagca

MexicoO city
veracruz

Qaxaca
Unknown

México
M&xico
Mexico City

Unknown

Guerrer®
Guerraro
Michoacdn

sSonora
Cousin

Tepic
Tepic

Guanajuato
Guanajuato



TABLE 39 {(cont’d.)

belegate and Wife Birthplace
29, Agustfin Sanginés Oaxaca
1st wife Unknown
Teresa Villalva Chihuahua
30. Justo Sierra Campeche
Luz Mayora Carpio Mexico City
31. Francisco Sosa Bachelor
32, Jesds Valenzuela Durango
Juana Gonzdlez Unknown
33. Eduardo Vel4zquez engaged to Mexico city
Carlotta Ricoy Mexico City

Source: Appendix A,

second maxriage). Oniy in those cases where delegates
married in their twenties did they do so with their
chronological peers. Otherwise, as the grooms aged, the
difference increased. This trend is substantiated by
the data on first and second marriages given in Table 40.
Representative of an elite marriage marked by a
large age difference was the eighteen~-year age spread
between Blas Escontrf{a and his wife Guadalupe Salin—-
she waé nineteen, he thirty-seven when they married.
His parents, Manuel Escontrfa and Guadalupe Bustamente,
were part of the San Luis Potos{ landed elite (also,
his maternal grandfather, Anastasio Bustamente, was

president of Mexico briefly in 1832). Guadalupe Salfn,
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TABLE 40

AGES FOR UNIUN LIBERAL DELEGATES
AND THEIR WIVES

Part I: First Marriage

Delegate Delegate's Wife's Age Difference
Age

1. Niflez 22 21 1

2. Limantour 26

3. Rayén 27 22 5

4, rasasQs 28 28 None

5. Macedo, P. 33 17 16

6, Castillo 34 22 12

7. Veldzquez 34

8. Pimentel 35

9. @&scontrfa 37 19 18

10. Rocha 45 17 28

Part II: Second Marriage

11. sanginés 38 . 24 14
12. Ray®bn 46 25 21
13. Escalante 47 ~ 23 24
14, Escudero 60 21 39
Part III: Date of Marriage Unknown
15, Agpe 5
l6, Garcia, T. 7
17. Bulnes 10
lyMales in ascending order according to age at
marriage.

Source: Appendix A.

on the other hand, was the daughter of a Spanish mexrchant

family.

Although hig wife stated that she contributed

nothing of the 205,000 pesos that comprised their initial
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cache, she eventually owned property in her own right in
San Luis Potosi{.

If a large age difference was the rule, there were
exceptions, such as Joaquin Casasds' marriage to the
daughter of his mentor, Ignacio Altamiranc, famous Mexican
statesman and poet. (Eventually Casasds organized a very
exclusive intellectual club called the Society Altamirano.)
Both bride and groom were twenty-eight when they married.

Marriages marked by a large age difference indicate
that elite marriages represent an alliance between two
established men, the groom and the father of the bride.
The topic of marriage also introduces the relationship of
women to the Porfirian political elite: women represent
family just as the men do. Hence, formal marriage
contracts were not unusual; they listed the property that
each contributed and described a formula for its division
should one partner die before a will was drawm.

The wife's contribution to a marriage could be
substantial, as in the case of Josefina Prida y Arteaga,
who married Roberto Nifltez in Mexico City on May 1, 1881.
The wedding must have been a significant social event.
The groom was the fourth of nine ¢hildren born to
prominent, life-long Mexico City residents, José Higinio
Hé&iecz and Juana Castaffares. The bride was the daughter
of Francisco Prida, a Spaniard who coincidentally was an

intimate of Porfirio Dfaz. Prida came to Mexico, married
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into an important Oaxacan family {the bride's mother was
the Marquesa de Arteaga) and established himself as an
active entrapreneur. By the time they were married, the
Pridas were Mexico City residents. Also at the time of
the marriage, Roberto Nfez claimed to have contributed
nothing to the conjugal resources; like his father, he was
a professional. PFurthermore, his will reveals that his
ultimate status as a millionaire was in fact derived from
his wife's dowry, plus the property she inherited upon her
father's death.

José Ives Limantour and his wife Marfa Canas also
enjoyed complementary social benefits; they topped off
the Limantour wealth with the Caflas family prestige (Cafias’
Spanish lineage in Mexico predated Mexican Independence)
t0 secure their respective places in the forefront of
Mexican and European haut mode. No doubt Maria's close-
ness with Carmen Romero Rubic de Diaz (they were child-
hood playmates) dia not hurt the couple's attractiveness.
After their marriage José indefatigably pursued stature in
financial and intellectual circles, while his wife in-
dulged their aristocratic pretensions; in 1908 she

organized the publication of the Genealogical History of

Mexico's Qldest Families.

To what degree do the Unidn Liberal delegates inter-
marry? Given that regional origins play a significant

role in the selection of a spouse, one expects to f£find
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cases of intermarriage among delegates who moved from
the regional capitals to Mexico City. This prediction

is borne out by the fact that Francisco Aspe’s daughter
married Emilio Pardo Jr. Both sides of the family had
important connections in Veracruz, though they resided
in the Federal District. Pablo Macedo married a local
woman, who was the sister of fellow delegate Eduardo
Velfzquez. BAnd Joaquin Casasds' daughter, Evangalina,
married Justo Sierra's son. Both families, originally
from the Yucatdn area, were ultimately lLong-time Mexico
City residents. This analysis is limited because it does
not take into account the innumerable possibilities that
exist through tracing the spouses' families. Given what
we do know, it appearé that the Unifn Liberal delegates
intermarried mainly to the degree that they shared region-
al ties or origins, which is perceptible though slight.
However, marriage was only one way in which the Unién
Liberal delegates were related, as discussed in the next

section on bloodlines.

Bloedlines

Because familial networks are partially identifiable
by surnames, we know that the seventy Unién Liberal dele-
gates werc born into no rore than sixty-ecight families,
Thus the discussion of bloodlines begins with sibling

relationships. The two sets of brothers who participated
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in the Unién Liberal convention were Miguel and Pablo
Macedo, representing Michoacén and México respectively,
and Carlos Rivas and Francisco Rivas Gbmez, representing
Guanajuato and Tepic respectively. The Rivas brothers
were older than the Macedos. Francisco Rivas, born in
Tepic, married the daughter of a local landowning family,
the Varelas. If Prancisco was intellectually inclined,
being a teacher and author, Carloes, the elder brother who
resided in Mexico City, was active commercially and poli~-
tically. The brothers worked together. however, pooling
their resources as seen in the notarial contract for the
land development company, La Sociedad de Terreno del
Territoriai de Tepic; both brothers invested, though it
was Carlos who took the leading role as the company's
president. When Carlos died, he appointed his brother,
rather than his wife albacea of his estate.

The Macedo brothers, born and raised in the Federal
District, were the sons of a Portuguese merchant who
originally settled in Jalisco. They coordinated their
activities in much the same way as the Rivas brothers;
Pablo, the eldest, was very energetic politically and
commercially, while Miguel preferred local government to
national office and academics to business. Like the Rivas
brothers, they teo pooled their strengths, when, fox
example, Pablo as President of the Banco de Comercia y

Industria, retained Miguel as the bank's attorney. 1In
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both the Rivas and the Macedo cases, the greater prominence
went to the older brother, especially on the national
political scene.

Other important brother teams, such as the Limantours,
were represented at the convention by only one sibkling.
Jos& Limantour, the Unidn Liberal delegate, was appointed
Minister of Finance in 1893; his brother, Julic, was the
partner in the banking house of Hugo Schere and Company,
also serving on the board of directors of several banks
and important industrial firms. In addition, Julio was
the son-in-law of the Mexican national hero, Ignacio
Mariscal. Documents found in the Limantour correspondence
at the University of Texas indicate that the brothers
worked closely to manage familial interests.

The Casasfis brothers were represented at the Unidn
Liberal by Joaguin, though Carlos, as the son-in-law of
Molino Qligaric, was also a significant political actor.
Molino Oligario was the ex-governor of the Yucatdn, and
later Minister of Develeprent, in addition to being, by
the end of the Porfiriato, the largest single landowner
in that area.l

Other important families represented by one brother
at the Unién Liberal Convention include the Zirates of
Veracruz, important in incellectual and political circles
as was their father. And finally, the Diez Gutiérrez

brothers, represented at the convention by Pedro,
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monopolized the governorship of San Luis Potosi for more
than twenty years, Evidently the fraternal phenomenon,

hermanimiento, did not go unnoticed during the period:

The system was general: there were govexnors
of states who gave the succession not to their
friends or distant relatives, but to their blood
brothers. Aside from the spirit of the consti-
tutional reform having bheen cheated in this way,
it created irresponsible rule by a puppet.2
Responsibilities that usually fell to the older
brother included looking after dependent relatives,
sisters and the like. Vidal Castafieda y Ndjera, an
eldest son (though there was some accusation that he was
illegitimate) was appointed executor of his father's
estate, which included the management of what remained
of his great uncles' properties (Don José Sanchez, a
priest, and Don Manuel Hermosa) as well as the financial
support of his unmarried half-sisters.
Naming patterns emphasized family continuity. Thus
José Ives Limantour, Felipe Arellano, Ramén Alcézar,
Rafael Casco and Carlos Rivas were named after their
fathers, and all but Limantour had sons or nephews named
after them. Clearly there were more delegates who were
not named after their fathers--if these families were like
others in the Hispanic world before and after them, they
probably had a whole set of several first names that they

tended to give to the children generation after generation.

There are data on the number of children for eighteen
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married delegates; of these, ten delegates had five or
more children. Two delegates, Sdstenes Rocha and Emilio
Pimentel, are known t¢ have had illegitimate children.
Both acknowledged these offspring, giving them their
family name and recognizing them in the will. Emilio
Pimentel's daughter, Maria, resided in Oaxaca, where her
father was governor from 1902 to 1911. Though Pimentel
left his illegitimate daughter 10,000 of his 115,442
pesc estate, the majority of his property was divided
among his nephews, with whom he lived during the final
yvears of his life. Table 41 specifies the number of
children the eighteen Unifn Liberal delegates had.
According to the division of properties listed in the
inventories, children were treated equally, there being
no apparent preference given to males over females or to
older over younger, though minors had guardians, called
tutores. Nieces and nephews were often menticned in wills,
espacially in cases where there were no offspring. This
discussion of heirs leads into the third aspect of this
chapter, specifically the final years of Unifn Liberal

delegates,

Final Years

On March 5, 1894 in the city of San Luis Potosf,
Pedro Diez Gutidrrez, age 55, became the first Unidn

Liberal delegate to die; in 1945, Tom&s MacManus was the
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TABLE 41

NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF UNION LIBERAL DELEGATES

Delegate Number of children

l. Aspe 13

2. Bulnes 2

3. Caballero 3

4., Casasts 7

5. Castafeda y N&jera none

6. Castilloe 5 {one was
mentally ill)

7. Escalante 3

8. Escontria S

9. Limantour 3

10. NGfez 9

11. rPimentel 1 {illegitimate)

12, Puebla none

13. Raydn 5

14 . Rivas none

15. Rocha 7 {three were
illegitimate)

16. Sanginés - 5

17. Sierra 6

18, valenzuela 5

Source: Appendix A.

last, being then ninety-one years old. By dying in
prrovincial cities, neither delegate followed the pattern
established by twenty-two others who dizd in the Federal
District. §Since only four of the twenty-two were born
there, we can see in this fact how powerful Mexico City
was in drawing residents from the provincial centers.
The transition from provincial beginnings to the
national capital was generational in some cases. Julio

Zérate, one of those dying in the capital, was the
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grandson of a Veracruzano sugar hacendado and the son of

a prominent Jalapan lawyer. Although his younger brother
Eduardo, also a lawyer, resided in Jalapa as late as 1894,
he too died in Mexiceo City. Julio lived in Mexico City
throughout the Porfiriatc (though he wrote local histories
of his natal state). When he died in 1917, the family's
hacienda in Veracruz had already been in the possession

of one Guillermo Pasquel for more than a decade.3

Luis Caballero is an example of one of the ten
delegates known to have died in a provincial capital, A
respected jurist, President of the Michoacdn Supreme
Court and professor of law at the University of Michoacén,
Caballero had a consistent relationship to the Federal
District, even to the extent of seeking medical treatment
there during his terminal illness. He returned to
Morelia, however, before he died, to be surrounded by
family and friends.

Of the ten delegates dying in the provinces, six
died on their haciendas or in the capital city of their
natal state; three died in Veracruz, two in the port
city, and one in Jdalapa. The tenth, Tomds MacManus,
Chihuahuan landowner and banker, died in retirement in
Cuernavaca. This is reflected in Table 42. Six dele-
gates died in foreign countries. Two were in diplomatic
assignments: Justo Sierra, Minister of Spain, died in

Madrid in 1912; Luis Pérez Verdfa died in Guatamala City
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TABLE 42

THE LOCATION OF DEATH FOR
UNICHN LIBERAL DELEGATES

Federal District 22
Provincial Areas 10
Bacienda 2

Capital city of

natal state 4

In retirement 1

Passing through 3
In foreign country _b6
Known 38
Unknown 32
Total - 70

in 1914. The other four who died abroad were in voluntary
exile. On May 25, 1911 in Ciudad Juarez, José lves
Limantour resigned his post as Minister ¢f Finance, while
simultanecusly turning the Mexican government over to
Francisco Madero, and left for France. Likewlse, the
second in command at the treasury department, Robkerto
NGrez, departed, dying in Paris shortly thereafter, in
1914, Limantour, on the other hand, lived in France in
guiet opulence for the next twenty-four years.

The exile, former Amabassador to the United States,

Joaqufn Casas@s, died in 1916 in New York City, where he
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was practicing law. Pablo Macedo died in Madrid in 1918.
All four who died in exile, Limantour, Nﬁﬁéz, Casasis,
and Macedo, had personal estates valuing eight hundred
thousand pesos or more; they were all of the younger
generation.

Twenty delegates are known to have survived the fall
of the Porfiriato. Aside from the four cases mentioned
above, one other delegate also went into self-imposed
exile and then returned to Mexico City for the final
years of his life., Francisco Bulnes, accustomed to
traveling since he made his first trip to Japan in 1874,
fled during the 1914-15 upheavals between Carranza and
Obregon, in which he openly criticized the former. Bulnes
left when Carranza was made President.

In contrast to those five delegates, who appear to
behave just as Escobedo and Romero Rubio had in an earlier
generation, when they left Mexico with ousted President
Sebastidn Lerdo de Tejada, most delegates lived their
final years in a normal fashion. Francisco Ramfirez, head
of the Rurales forces, resigned his post July 29, 191l.
From that time until he died in 1920 he received his
military pension of 4,927.50 pesos per year, having served
in the military for fifty-three years, nine months and
cwenty-one days. Agust{n Sanginés, a menber of tle

vounger generation of delegates, was a personal friend of
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Obregén. His active military service continued until
1218, when he retired, receiving a government pension of
4,580 pesos annually until his death in 1924.

Francisco Aspe began his retirement in 18397 at the
age of sixty-two; he continued to cash in his insurance
pelicies until he died in 1917, leaving a modest estate
of about seven thousand pesos. Likewise Miguel Macedo,
brother of the discredited delegate, continued to reside
and teach in Mexico City. He assumed responsibility for
his brother's estate (approximately three quarter million
pesos) after Pablo died in 1918.

By and large, delegates died of natural causes or
diseasa. Data on forty-three, summarized in Table 43,
show that seventeen died in their sixties, thirteen in
their seventies, followed by nine fifty-year olds. The
forty-three known cases represent over sixty percent of
the entire convention. Dying at a rate of at least ten
percent a year, beginning in 18%4, thirty percent of the
dealegates were known to be dead by the beginning of the
1210 Revolution. Should this number be increased with
additional information, it still leaves a significant
number ©f delegates surviving into the new regime.
Essentially, what the known cases demonstrate is that
the Revalution did not disrupt the patterns exhibited
by the majority of delegates. The summary table pre-

ceeds Table 44 which details the data on death.
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TABLE 43

SUMMARY OF AGES BY YEAR OF DEATH
FOR UNICON LIBERAL DELECGATES

Died in: 30's 40's 50's 60's 70's 80's & Total
ovex

1894-1893 1 1 58 7
1900-1904 | 4 3

1205-190% 3 1 3 i
1910-1914 4 2 1 7
1915-1919 1 3 1 5
1920-1924 1 3 4
1925-1929 1 2 3
1930-1934 1l 1l
Latex ) 2 2
Known 1 none 9 17¢ 13 3 43
Unknown 27
Total 70

®Phree of the delegates in the sixty-year old
category were placed there as a minimum age of death

(i.e., I know what year they died, but I did not have
birthdate, so I estimated sixty as a likely minimum
death age,) For specifics see Table 44.
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CHRONOLOGY OF

TABLE 44

UNION LIBERAL MEMBER DEATHS

Name Year Age Location Cauge
1. Diez Gutiédrrez,
Pedrxro 1894 55 S. L. P.
2. Nicoli, Jos& a
rparticio 1895 60 D. F.
3., Mendizébal, F. 1896 60 puebla
4. Rocha, S6stenes 1897 65 D. F. Natural
5. Valazquez, Ed- Gunshot
uardo 1897 34 nD. F. in the
head
6. Llaven, M&gin 1898 60%
7. Peniche, Manuel 1899 65 veracruz
8. Lomel{, sab%s 1900 64 Guadalajara
8. castillo, Apol-
inar 1902 60 D. F. Natural
10. Escobedo, Mari-
ano 1202 76 Tacubaya Natural
11. Castetiada y
Ndjera, Vvidal 1203 70 Natural
12. cGuinchard,
Miguel 1903 63 D. F.
13. Escudero,
Ignacio M. 1904 69
14, Zamacona,
Manuel 1904 78 D. F.
15. Puebla, José
Antonio 1905 79 D. F. Natural
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TABLE 44 (cont'd.)

Name Year Age location Canse
16. Garcia, Trini- 70/

dad 1906 75 D. F.
17. Escontr{a, Blas 1906 58 ©D. F. Natural
18. Arellano,

Felipe 1907 74 D. F.
19, Rivas, Carlos 1908 64 D. F. Natural
20. Escalante,

Ignacio 1509 59 Jalapa Natural
21. Rayén, Fran-

sicso 1909 52 D. F. Natural
22, Pardo,

Emilio Jr. 1911 62 D. P. Natural
23, valenzuela, .

Jesds 1911 56 D. F. Natural
24. NOhez, Roberto 1911 53 Pparis
25. Sierra, Justo 1912 65 Madrid Natural
26, Aspe, Fran-

cisco P. 1914 79 D. F. Natural
27. Pérez Verdia,

Luis 1914 59 Guatemala
28. Pineda, Rosendo 1914 59 D. F.
29. Caballero, Luils

G. 1815 64 Morelia
30. casasds, Joaguin 1916 57 New York Natural
21. Z&rate, Julio 1917 73 D. F.
32. Macedo, Pabla 1918 67 Madrid
33. Rivas Gfmez, F. 1919 66 Nayarit Natural

(Tepic)
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TABLE 44 (cont'd.)

Name Year  Age Location Cause
4. Ramfrez, Pran-

cisco 1920 T D. F.
35, Saravia, Emil-

iano 1520 63 N/2
356, Bulnes, Fran-

cisco 1924 77 N/A Natwal
37. sangin&s, Agus-

tin 1924 74 D. F. Natural
38. Sosa, Francisco 1925 77 Coyoacan Natural
39. Pimentel, Emilic 1926 69 veracruz Natural
40, Macedo, Miguel 1929 73 D. F.
41. Escobedo,

Arcadio 1930 86 Mé&rida
42. Limantour, José

Ives 1935 81 Paris
43, MacManus, Tomas 1945 9l Cuernavaca

Apstimated.

Scurce:

Appendix A,
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Summary

The characteristics exhibited by the Unién Liberal
delegates with regard to marriage and bloodlines indicate
that their familial structure followed the usual Hispanic
patterns in all respects. The large age difference
between bride and groom, the regional affiliation of
spouses, the naming of children and the roles played by
the eldexr brother, were all long-standing patterns of
behavior, especially visible in prcominent families but
common to all. Recognition and care of illegitimate
children was also consonant with earlier patterns. We
can assume that if the families shared standard structural
characteristics, they probably also functioned in a
standard manner, actiﬁg as a single unit for economic
and political as well as social purposes. We can
further assume that allied families acted in the standard
manner, not only intermarrying but loaning one another
noney, securing each other positions in the world of
bus iness and politics, and acting as godparents. Thus
the Unic¢n Liberal delegate families connected to even
wider networks, In fact, my research shows them putting
more emphasis on relations with local regional elites
and to the broader Mexico City elite than on relations
with soch other.

Finally, it appears that the Mexican Revolution did

little to disrupt the patterns of old age for the subjects
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of this study. The fact that some delegates went into
exile is comparable to the action of members of the older
generation (already dead by the end of the Porfiriato)
who followed Lerdo de Tejada into exile when ousted by
Dfaz in 1876. Clearly the older generation--Rocha,
Escobedo, Romero Rubio--was not destroyed politically

at that time., It appears that the Revolution likewise
did little to destroy their younger counterparts, though
I have yet to find evidence that they ever returned to

high political office as the earlier exiles did,
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Allen Wells, "Family Elites in a Boom and Bust
Econcmy: The Molinas and Peons ¢f Porfirian
Yucatdn," unpublished paper delivered at the

American Historical Association, December 28,
1978.

Daniel Cosio Villegas, Historia moderna de México:
El porfiriato, la vida politica interior, parte
pr imera, p. 577.

The sons of regionally oriented Luis Pérez Verdia
and Luis Caballero, moved to Mexico City to practice
law while their fathers remained committed to the
natal region.
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CHAPTER VIX

ANALYSIS

The present study originally began with the notion
of using the Unidn Liberal membership to test the
hypothesis which suggests that late Porfirian politics
were dominated by a well-defined, tightly organized
cligque whose outlook on life and mode of behavior was in
strong contrast to those of their predecessors or con-
temporaries. This hypothesis was negated. Each chapter
of this study shows the delegates in a different dimen-
sion Lo ke just the obposite of unusual, specialized,
tightly nucleated or newly recruited. 1In examining the
subjects of the study, we see normal procedures, continuity
with the past, diversification of activity, and a wide
spread rather than narrow uniformity. Let us review the
conclusions from the preceding chapters in this light.

Chapter I1 demonstrates that the Unién Liberal dele-
gates span all the years of mature life, ranging in age
from less than thirty to sixty-six, with little or no
bunching in any one age group. The evenness of the age
spread implies steady, continued recruitment with no
sharp break in personnel. The presence of the older

generation in high political office in Porfirian times
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indicates a continuity from the earlier part of the
nineteenth century. Likewise, the delegates come from

a representative set of reqgions spread across the whole
country. The capital, and the gulf as an economically
flourishing region, were slightly over-represented.,
Here, the over-representation appears to be a normal
reflection of social and economic strength. Furthermore,
the delegates' educational background, including pre-
paratory school in most cases and professional college
training in a great many, is both normal for prominent
Mexicans and unchanging from older to younger, except
that a set of military'men, already prominent before the
Porfiriato, stand out somewhat from the rest. These
military men were of the older generation, born in pro-
vincial areas and lacked professional education, as
compared to those in the lettered arts who were by and
large from the younger generation, born in the central
region and college educated.

The Unién Liberal delegates, like nineteenth-century
professionals anywhere in Spanish America could and did
specialize along certain paths, attaining a true exper-
tise, yet never to the exclusion of a wide range of other
activities. This is consistent for both the lettered arts
and the military. 1In Chapter III we see how professional
activity was carried out: a broad spectrum of related

activities were combined with each other and with econcmic

210



enterprises in an assortment of conventional ways. The
law predominated, and many of the figures could rightly
be considered professional politicians and bureaucrats,
hut only in a framework that expects all types of
prominence to converge at the top.

In Chapter IV, a review of delegates in public
office, the absence of a narrow path is again evident.
Various tracts existed, running along standard lines of
recruitment. Advancementlfrom one office to another
appeared in regular patterns, and along lines of
seniority. The later figures hold the same kinds of
offices in similar sequence as earlier ones, showing
another strain of unbroken continuity.

The business intéresta of the delegates, ocutlined
in Chapter V, show how Unién Liberal delegates were no
mere salaried bursaucrats, but rather had a solid economic
base, either personally or through familial ties to the
hacienda system. As with professional and public careers,
business life was characterized by diversity of activi-
ties; options in business ranged from individual to multi-
national corporate enterprise.

To illustrate systematically the multiplicity of
occupational roles, Table 45 gives the known relevant
activities of all seventy delegates. In this context we
cannot be concernad with the degree to which a delegate

participated in one or ancther activity, but looking simply
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at the nunber of activities, one sees clearly that more
prominent men participated in more activities, less
prominent ones in fewer. The difference, then, between
the more and less prominent men is one of quantity, not
of gquality. Anyone appreoaching prominence takes on much
the same set of roles,

The majority of delegates, seventy-five percent in
fact, engaged in three or more occupational activities.
At the upper end of the spectrum, prominence can be
defined by the case of Joaguin D. Casasfis, who partici-
pated in no fewer than twelve out of the eighteen activi-
ties cited. At the other end there were five delegates
on whom no information was found. There is no reason
to think that the unknowns are any different from the
rest; continued research in the scattered home regions
of the delegates would doubtless reveal relevant activi-
ties for all. ©On the other hand, since my material con-
centrates on the capital, we can be sure that no
substantial amount of national coffice holding nor any
cases of truly prominent men escaped notice, inasmuch
as activities converged or were recorded in Mexico City,

Another dimension of standard procedures is seen in
the marriage patterns of Unién Liberal delegates, studied
in Chapter VI. The age spread betwesn spouses anw the
social types married are normal within the Hispanic

context., Most marriages seem to have reinforced regional
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affinities, since there is a high correlation between
spouse and natal region or residence. Evidence of inter-
marrying among delegates' families is extremely weak.

It is of course possible that some secondary regional
networks are overlocked here. As illustrated in Chapter
IV, there were important regional centers, such as San
Luis Potosi, or Mérida, where there could very well

have been some organization into familial enclaves. But
considering that the capital is the point of interaction
among the delegates, it is clear that there was no tightly
interlocking marriage network among them.

Another significant characteristic of the Porfirian
political elite which has emerged from this study is the
region-to-capital structure. The professional, political,
and business interests of delegates had them shuttling
back and forth between home region and Mexico City, often
becoming quite full members of the capital milieu, with-
out ever losing their roots in their home region. This
facet ©¢f the delegates' lives is one more part of their
normality, since many branrches of Mexican life hawve had
this structure over the entire time from the cclonial
period to the later twentieth century.

The delegates' commitment to home region can be seen
in several ways. Birthplace and cducation ground the
regional networks, further reinforced by marriage patterns

which as we just saw, demenstrate a strong regiocnal
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coherence. FEcononic life betrays a similar commitment,
as hacendados tended to own land in natal regions, and
s0 does politiéal activity, since delegates often held
office in their home area and represented it at the con-
vention or in the national congress. A governorship of
the home state was the high point of some political
careers.

Regional roots were counterbalanced by the draw of
Mexico City. Professionals gravitated to the capital for
their advanced training, and many then stayed to practice
there, counting on their fathexs or brothers to back them
up in the home region. Likaewise, those who concentrated
in the political sphere found much of their work in Mexico
City, where many spent most of the rest of their lives.

A higher proportion of delegates died in Mexico City than
was born there. And finally, profits created by economic
activities in the hinterland often found their way into
Mexico City insurance companies or banks.

For Unifn Liberal delegates the capital-countryside
traffic was largely restricted to a path between home
region and the capital. Few held office in regions un-
related to their own, with the exception of the sparsely
occupied northern federal territories. The same is true
with economic activities and with marriage patterns. The
involvement is usually either at home, in the capital,

or possibly on the undeveloped fringe., Little indication
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appears of a general flow out from the capital back into
the country as a whole. Some of our delegates, it is
true, were coming to be more members of the capital
circles than regional figures, and as influential capital
residents they sometimes represented states other than
their own in Congress. All in all, however, the flow
seems somewhat unidirectional, with an accretion toward
the capital.

Throughout the present study I have given my atten-
tion to the whole Unidn Liberal membership as a group
rather than concentrating on any special subset. Indeed,
one of the purposes of this procedure was to see if any
well-defined, tightly knit subsets would stand out from
the mass. With the partial exception of the old pre-
Porfirian military figures, already dealt with, no such
tight subsets emerged. One can, however, come at the
qguestion from the other direction. Let us take the
following nine men whom the literature often identifies
as the core of the "cientificos": Bulnes, Casasg(s,
Limantour, the Macedeo brothers, Pimentel, Pineda, Sierra,
and Zamacona.® What do we find? All were in fact Unidn
Liberal delegates. There were similarities among them,
to be sure. Elght were of the younger generation. All
participated in Congress, and seven held executive
appointments. [Hone were career military officexrs nor

jefes polfticos. Eight were published authors, academics,
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and trained lawyers, These common attributes, however,
do not separate them from the larger body of the Unién
Liberal membership, nor probably from Mexicans in political
life generally, at that time or earlier. The common
traits I have enumerated merely put them in the lawyer-
politician-intellectual spectrum which, as we have seen,
covered most Unién Likeral delegates who were not mainly
militery figures or hacendados. When we search for signs
of cligue formaticn, we find very little. The only known
familial tie is the marriage of Sierra's son to Casasus'
daughter. No cbvious business connections have emerged.
The known ties then, come down to the obwious and well-
known ones of having participated in the same regime at
the same time and having done some joint publication,
This study demonstrates that the Unidn Liberal
delegates followed ordinary courses of action in many
important aspects of their lives, with little sign of
tight nucleation or specialization, but I do not intend
to negate the possible existence of networks of variocus
kinds that fail to appear in the types of compilations I
have made, or of significant commonalities unigque to the
group {or new with it} in areas I have not investigated.
As to a specific intellectual stance on the part of the
delegates, my work does not speak to that question except
for establishing that their intellectual production fit

well into an elder generalist mode. 1 do however, agree
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with the findings of Raat and others that the Porfirian
politicians had no well-defined or deep-going positivist
ideology; my own findings give a parallel message for
their social, economic and career activities.
As to hidden connections, I do feel that the Kind
of basic evidence presented here precludes a maximum
clustering or clique formation of Unién Liberal delegates,
or by extension among later Porfirian national politicians.
Elite groups of nineteenth-century Chile and Axgentina,
for example, banded together in tight clusters which had
a great many dimensions but can be seen clearly in
marriage, property-heolding and employment.2 One possible
explanation is that the Porfirian politicians might not,
in the main, have belonged to the country's very richest
and most established families, and that their connections
were with such families rather than with each other. To
test such an hypothesis, we need work for Porfirian times
comparable to Doris Ladd's for the early part of the
century--an exhaustive listing of the membership and
holdings of Mexico's wealthiest and most influential
families.3
In any case, I do believe that there are lines of
influence and types of connections which are not seen in
the kind of research I have done, but which are an
integral part of the overall patterns of upper-level

Porfirian political activity. My work has laid bare the
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strength of the regional base of the Unidn Liberal
delegates, but without more knowledge of the regional
context, one cannot say much about how a region generated
its national representatives. O©Only studies that are
regionally based, giving us an overall picture of an
individual region's society, economy, and politics, can
give the answer. {Such studies would also contribute
directly to country-wide or capital-centered investigation,
since naticonal politics was carried out by figures origina-
ting in every corner of the nation.}) Once a region had
generated some candidates, how and to what extent did
national government circles influence choices? Who took
the initiative? Did the region continue to assert it-
self as an active force in a politician's career once he
won on the national scene? We need the most detailed
knowledge we can acguire about the mechanics of elections
and appointments, for both local and national office, from
the nature of wvoting constituencies and formal require-
ments to some sense Of backroom decision-making,

Actual recerds of informal decisions, plans, and
agreements are not likely to exist in bulk, whether in
the political or the socioveconomic sphere. But when we
have complete information on any given aspect, we c¢an see
the trend and deduce the intention. Recent research on
nineteenth-century Latin America points to the family as

the center of many kinds of decision-making; it was the
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unit which was the true holder of property and position,
allocating functions and connections to its individual
members as part of an overall strategy. If Porfirian
politicians fit into this scheme, and there are certainly
indications of it, then we cannot grasp the thrust of much
of their activity until we have the whole familial con-
text., Nothing could be more iliuminating than complete
studies of the families of a good number of Porfirian
politicians, including career patterns, marriages, and
heldings for every family member over two or three genera-
tions. Such research would allow us to refine considerably
the conclusions drawn here.

Of course there must also have been pelitical-econo-
mic manipulations over and above the family context.
My research to date has shown a minimum of direct business
dealings between Unidn Liberal delegates. However, nothing
precludes the possibility of Porfirian politicians
allocating complementary economic domains tc each other.
For example, if we do not find them congregating on the
boards of the same railroads and banks, yet it is
possible that if we knew the complete membership of all
the boards we would find one high regime politician on
each, and that the distribution pattern was not random.
Complete listings of propertices and directors in any

specific branch of the economy could demonstrate
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conclusively the existence or nonexistence of such
deliberate complementary allocation of functions.

One mandate emerging from this study is to compare
the results of research on the Unidn Liberal delegates
with data on national politicians of earlier and later
periods. I have used general knowledge of long-standing
practices in Spanish American countries to show the
delegates as fitting into a broader temporal context.
Only point-by-point comparison with similar phenomena
in other times, especially those immediately before and
immediately after, can tell us the degree of continuity
(either in pattern or in personnel), the direction of
trends, or exactly what were the special characteristics
of the Porfiriato.

A major technical problem is that of achieving
comparability of data. For example, in James Cochrane's
study of the piaz Ordaz cabinet members,4 we See that
81 percent of the group attended school in Mexico City,
as against only nine percent whe attended regional
institutions. For the Unién Liberal delegates, on the
other hand, regicnal schooling had the edge: 27 percent
attended school outside the Federal District, 24 percent
within it. Given the nature of the membership and the
source distribution, there can be little doubt that in
fact the predominance of the regional education was even

greater among the unknown 49 percent. Comparison of this
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aspect of the two groups thus seems to imply a continuing
and ever more pronounced trend of in-migration of politi-
cal figures to Mexico City. However, it is also possible
that a sample of seventy-some regime-oriented congressmen
in the Mexico City of the Diaz Ordaz time would show a
distribution more like that of the Unién Liberal delegates.
On the other hand, if one took all cabinet members of the
last two decades of the Porfiriato, ene might find that
the predominance of a Mexico City education already
existed at that level.

During the course of the present study some related
projects of life-data collection and compilation have been
going on. I have locked forward to the results of these
studies, which concentrate on Mexican national politicians
of both the mid-nineteenth centurys and the post-Revolu-
tionary period. One major study of this type has just

appeared, Peter H. Smith's Labvrinths of Power, which

analyses data for three-thousand office-holders from 1900
to 1976, Because the book's publication comes just as I
am terminating my study, and because of the work’'s great
complexity, I am not yet prepared to carry out a systema-
tic comparison of Smith's findings with my own. My first
impression, however, is that some aspects of his findings
are highly consonant with minc, although expressed in a
very different fashion. This is true, for example, of

his treatment of the educational background of his
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subjects. While Smith speaks of higher education as a
kind of prerequisite to political success and I do not,

in both studies the vast majority of the group examined
have undergone higher education. Likewise, Smith makes
much of the urban-rural distinction. This is not at all
the same as my distinction of capital and region. His
findings and mine in these respects do not relate to

each other in any way, either confirming or contradicting.
In Smith's sense, I presume that all my subjects are
urban.

As with the Cochrane study mentioned above, an
immediate difficulty in comparing Smith's work and mine
is the use of varying categories of analysis. For
example, Smith divides his people into upper and middle;
essentially he is treating as two what I have treated

© In the matter of regional distribution, Smith

as one.
shows a wide spread of regional origin superficially not
unlike my own, but it appears that he may not have
defined the regions by exactly the same system which I
used, so I prefer to examine the question thoroughly
before working out the precise trends.

In any event, one cannot simply hold the results of
one study up against the other for comparison until the
categories are recenstituted for comparability. 1 am

hopeful that it will be possible to reconstitute, from

Smith's mass of raw data, groups and categories of
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analysis that are quite strictly comparable to mine. If
this should not prove feasible, there is also the option
of expanding my research base in the direction that is
necessary to match the group choice and categorizotion of
his and other studies. In eitherx case, it should prove
possible to go a long way toward defining and tracing

the trends in Mexican national political organization and
the behavior of politicians over the course of an entire
century.

I do not wish to anticipate the results of such a
synthesis, but on the basis of the present study and my
cursory examination of Smith, I do have certain expecta-—
tions. Of course, there will prove to be characteristics
which are special to éhe Porfiriato, but I also expect
that the Porfirian period will fit into major long-term
trends and currents in ways that have little to do with
positivist ideology or deliberate presidential policies.
In political as in intellectual life, the Diaz regime
was not characterized by the unprecedented doings its

enemies conce proclaimed.
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APPENDIX A

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

The ensuing biographical sketches sexrve two func-
tions: they organize the data by individual and they
substantiate the study by providing specific bibliographic
reterences,., “The sequence of information presented below
follows the format of the chapters, specifically giving
the following: delegate's name (state represented at
the Unidn Liberal Convention); birthplace and date;
education; professional activities, business interests;
family ties; and date and location of death. Delegates
on whom no data were available are cited only by name
and state represented at the 1892 Unidén Liberal Conven-
tion.

Bibligographic materials are listed under "source”
and follow the abbreviations detailed in the beginning
of the study; materials not abbreviated are treated in
regular footnote style. All citations refer to delegate

under discussion unless so noted.

Acosta, Miquel M. (DPelegate for Zacatecas).

Alcézar, Ramdn (Deleagate for Guanajuato). DBorn: 1843,
Guanajuato. Profeszional activities: Director, Naticnal
ausevny, 1202, Public offices: Senator for Guana,uato.
Business interests: Haclierdas, Chichimiquillas and Otates
in Guanajuato and hacienda Jesus in Puebla; banker: mines
in Guanajuato and San Luis Potosi; railway interests in
San Luis Potosi and Morelos; importer; industrialist.
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Family ties: Father, Ramén Alcgzar, delegate for
Michoacdn to the 1857 Constitutional Convention; son,
Ramon Alcgézar.

Source: AH-UNAM 44741 and 35404; ANG/Vicente de P.
Velasco, 1879, item 42, p. 1l9; Casasola Efem@rides,
1802, p. 264; Cockcroft; Zuenta relativa al bangquete,
191¢; DDS 1907 and L908; Holmes, p. 184, 272, 278, 320;
Leduc; Los hombres del centenario; México, 1891; Sa,

p. 262; 301.

Alvarez, Emilio (Delegate for Puebla). Born: Puebla.
Education: Puebla (birthplace and education assumed to

be Puebla because he represented that state at the conven-
tion and had a law practice there tog). Professional
activities: Law practice in Puebla. Public offices:
Deputy (lived at llotel Guillow when in Mexico City to
attend Congress); Attorney General, 1898,

Source: ANG/José Maria Veldsquez, 1882, item 75, p. 224;
AN de Puebla/ Patricio Carrasco, 1896, p. 139; DDS 1908;
Guia, 1898, p. 59L.

Anaya, Ventura, a.k.a, Buenaventura Anaya y Aranda
{(Delegate for Jalisco). Born: September 20, 1857, Lagos,
Jalisco. EBducation: Graduated Guadslajara Law School

in 1878. Professional activities: Lawyer; professor,
Escuela Naciconal de Jurisprudencia, Mexico City. Public
offices: Interim Governor of Jaliscc (after the assassina-
tion of Ramon Corona}, 1889-1890; Agent and later
President of the Supreme Court of Jalisco. Family ties:
Father, JesQs Anaya; mother, Higindia Aranda; Anaya family
haciendas in Jalisco, Died: 1898 in Lagos, Jalisco.

Source: Holms, p. 289 (for Jos¢ de J. Anaya); Moisés
Vega y Kegel, Lagos y sus hombres:; Porrda.

Arca, Jos& E. (Delegate for Guerrero).

Arellano, Felipe (Delegate for Sinalca). Bern: 1833,
Mazatldn, Sinalca., Education: 1903 at age seventy
cwtained title of lawyer In Chihuahua. FProfessional
activities: liilitary (fought with Diaz in LB72 and 1876);
published La lueva Eva in Ciudad Ju8rez, 1880's. Public
offices: Delegate to constitutional convention, 1857;
General Administrator of Customs, Mazatldn, 1863; jefe
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politico of the Canton Arteaga, Chihuahua, 1869;
alternate Deputy, 1871; 1876 entered Congress as

Deputy for Chihuahua, eventually became Senator for the
state; also Senator for Guanajuato; General Administrator
of Customs, Cuidad Juérez, 1880. Business interests:
Felipe Arelianc y Socios, government concessions in
Territory of Tepic, 1883-1891; mines and commerce in

Las Yedras, Chihuahua, 1i860's-1870's. Family ties: Wife:
Felicitas Milan; son, Felipe Arellano, Mexico City lawyer
still practicing in 1947. Died: October 28, 1907,
Mexico City.

Source: AN-UNAM 2478; AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 186, item 118,
1¥9, 120; Tome 227, item 385; Alegatn de buena pruecba

(TXU G972D6 Ser. 10, Vol. 11, no. 13); Almada, Diccicnario
chihuahueneses; Eustaguio Buelna, Apuntes para la historia
Sinaloca, 1821-1882, pp. 45, 126: DC, June 10, 1891 and
June 30, 1l891; DD3 1207.

Aspe, Francisco de P, (Delegate for Veracruz). Born:
1835, Veracruz, Veracruz. Professional activities:
Corredo titulado. Public offices: Senator, 1891, 1895,
1907, and 1908; member of the Mexico City ayvuntamienio or
council. Business interests: Comerciante. Family ties:
Father, Alonso José€ Aspe; mother, Ana Arriola; wife,
Dolcres de Emparan {daughter of José de Empé&ran), born
1840 in Cuba ; 13 children; son-in-law, fellow Unidn
Liberal Delegate Emilic Pardo Jr. Died: June 19, 1914
at 7% years in Mexico City.

Source: ANG/Eduardo Escudero, 1895, Tomo 1, item 7;
AJ/1146517; DO March 30, 1891; DDS 1907, 1908; El Pafis,
July 6, 1905.

Barrxeda, Jdoaguin de la (Delegate for Puebla). Born: 1848,
Puebla. Public offices: Represented Puebla in Congress,
1888, Family ties: Barreda family were Pueblan land-
owners.

Sourqe: ANG/Sabino Palaciecs, 1892, item 16, p. 41;
Debates, 1B888.

Tejarang, Ianacio {Delegate for Durango)}. Born: 1856,
Mexico City. Education: Seminario Colegio de México,
1868; graduated with a degree in liberal arts (history).
Professional activities: Authored Actas de c¢abildo de la
ciudad de México, 1550-1561; journalist and jpublisher of
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EL Estado Municipal Libre, l876-1888. Public offices:
Represented the Federal District and Sinaleoa in Congress:
regidor, 1880, and eoficial mavor, 189, of the Fedexal
District; organized Mexico's exhibitions at the S$t. Louis
and Paris World Fairs.

Source: AH-~-UNMAM 1351; Casasola, Efenérides, 1900,979:
La Libertad, January 21, 1880; Paz, Porfirio Diaz:
Levenda-histdrica; Manuel A, Woorich interview at
Condomex, Mexico City, April 1974.

Bulnes, Francisco (Delegate for Sonora). Born: 1847,
Mexico City. Education: El Colegio del Profesor
Higareda, 1864-65; Escuela Nacicnal de Ingenieros,
graduating as a civil and mining engineex. Professional
activities: Engineer; author (see published works)
professor at the Escuela Nacional Preparatoria and
Escuela Nacional de Mineria., Public offices: In Congress
over thirty years as both Deputy and Senator; member of
various federal commissions (i.e., to draw up banking
laws; mining codes, 1884 and 1892; commission on public
credit; monetary commission, 1894). Family ties: Father,
Manuel Bulnes, born Mexice City the son of a Spanish
immigrant; mother, Mariana Mulicz Cafic; uncle was a
merchant who settled in Tabasco, where he became an
imrertant landowmer; wife, Maria Teresa Irigoyesn de la
Vega, born in Chihuahua, 1857; two children. Died:
Mexico City, 1924,

Seurce: AHN-UNMM 44838; AJ/1566592; Bravo Ugarte, p. 67;
Francisco Bulnes, The Whole Truth about Mexico:; DDS 1908:
Holms, p. 337; La Libextad, January 22, 1882; George Lumas,
Francisco mnlnes: Su vida v sus obras; Mestre; Porrda;
Martin Quirate, ed., Piginas escogidos; Villaselor.

Caballero, Luis G. {(Delegate for Michoacén and Secretary
of the Unidn Liberal Convention). Born: Morelia,
Michoacén, 1851. Education: Graduated in law from the
Colegio de San Micolds, Michoacdn, 1875. Professional
activities: Law practice in Morelia: Professor of
Philosophy, Colegio de San Nicolds; Professor of Constitu-
tionzl Law, Universidad de Michoacin. Public offices:

Jduaz in the districts of Tacambaro, Zitdcuro and Maravatio:

Magistraiz of toe Supreme Court of kichoacén: represented
Michoactn in Cingress (living at the Hotel Francia while
in Itexico City). Family ties: Wife, Isabel Escobars

three children., Died: Morelia, June 26, 1915,
impoverished.

232



Source: DDS 1907, 1908; Porr@a; Jesis Romerg Flores,
Diccionario michoacano de historia v geografia.

Camacho, Sebastidn {Delegate for Durange). Born: 1823,
Jalapa, Veracruz. Education: Trained engineer and
assayexr of metals. Professional activities: Published
Mexico City daily, La Libertad. Public offices: Repre-
sented Jalisce in the Senate; regidor, 1880 and later,
1894, Governor of the Federal District. Business
interests: Received government concession to build
railway in central Mexico, 1870's; President, Banco
Wacional, 1907; President of "La Mexicana" insurance
company. Family ties: Father, Sebastién Camacho, born
1791, Veracruz, lawyer, poet, writer; wife: Loreta
Pizarro.

Source: AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 31, p. 65: ANG/José del Villar

y Marticorena, 1876, 2nd semestre, item 26, p. 38; ANG/
Vicente de P. Velasco, 1879, item 34, p. 93; Almanague
Bourat, 1897; Beals; Enrique Cordero y Torres, Diccionario
iograzico de Puebla; DDS 1907, 1908; Guia, 1898, p. 63;

La Liberiad, January 11, 1880 and January 5, 188l; Los
honwres del centenario; Pletcher, Rails, Mines and Progress;
sh, part IV, p. 14; The Mexzican Herald, October 10, 1895
and October 12, 1895; Villaselior.

Caszasts, Joaguin de {(Treasurer of the Unién Liberal Con-
vention). Born: oecember 23, 1858, Frontera, Tabasco.
Lducation: Instituto Literario de Mérida; law school in
the Federal District; graduated 1880. Professional
activities: Large international law practice in Mexico
City until the Revolution when he and office relocated

in New York; catedrdtico Escuela Nacional de Jurispruden—
cia and Escuela Nacicnal de Ingineros; President and
founder of the Escuela Nacional de Comercio; author and
translator (see published works); journalist. Public
offices: Juerm in Teapa, Tabasco, 188(;: entered Congress
vy 1806, Deputy and Senator for Tabazcd: Secretary of the
Pan American Union, 1901-1909; Ambassador to the United
States, 1905; Chamizal negoilations. Business interests:
Binkexr; Mexico City real estate, investor. Family ties:
Grandfather, Josd Casasls y Fotosaus, Tarragona, Spain;
father, Francisco Asis Casasiis Echazarrlta; mother,
Iamena Gonzélew, of Campeche; his brother, Carlos, was
related by marriage to the Yucatecan lardowner and politico,
Clgario folinero., Carles owned several haciendas in his
own right located in Veracruz; wife, Catalina Altimirano;
seven children, one of which, Evangelina Casasuds married
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Justo Sierra's son, Manuel Sierra; father-in-law, Ignacio
Altimirano, famcus Mexican statesman and intellectual.

Source: AJ/1031918; AJ/1216147 (the will of brother
Carlos Casasds); ANG,Ramén E, ,Ruiz, 1898, lst semester,
item 105, p. 674;: Alberto Maria Carrerio, Notas para una
piograffa del licenciado Joaguin D. Casasas; Alberto Marfa
Carrefto, Joaguin D, Casas(s: homenajes postumos: DDS
1907, 19082; El Pafs, August 10, 1808 (or 1905); Holms,
for CasasGs family, p. 337, 351; Mestre; Felix Palavecini,
Los grandes de México; Porrta; Fernando Solis Camara,
Bicgraphical Sketch of Sx. Lic. Joaguin D. Casastis; SA,

P. 30l; 1Isidro Vizecaya Canales, Los origenes de la in-
dustrializacicp de Monterrey.

Casco, Rafael (Delegate for Tlaxcala). Born: Tlaxcala
{probably). Publ:c offices: Deputy in Congress, 1891,
1907 and 1208. Family ties: Wife, Dolores Madrid; son,
Rafael Casco, Jr., lawyer who attended school in Guana-
juato, Hidalgo and Tlaxcala.

Source: AH-UNAM 29G99: Debates.,l891, p. 232; DDS 1907,
19080

Castafieda, Francisco de P. (Delegate for Guanajuato).
Born: 13839, Guanajuato. Education: Attended San Ilde-
fonso, 1856. Public oiffices: Represented Guanajuato
in Congress. Business interests: La Purisima, mine or
hacienda de beneficio, Marfil, Guanajuato: hacienda
Mesquite Gordo, District of Peénjamo, Guanajuato; banker;
seller of agllcultu*al implements in Guanajuato; partner
of La Compania del Ferrocarril de Celaya a Ledn, Guana-
JUE.L.D.

Source: AH-UWAM/ENP Tomo 6, p. 38; ANG/Ramdén E. Ruiz,
1898, ls:t semester, item 85, p. 581; Ang/Vicente de P.
Velasco, 1879; item 42, p. 119; AKNG/Vicente de P. Velasco,
1880, item 4, p. 7; Holms, p. 186, 275,

Castaneda v N&jcra, Vidal (Delegate for Michoacdn).

Born: Mexico City, 1833. Proressional activities:
Director, Escuela Nacional de Jurisprudencia, 1872;
secretary, EL Colegio Nacional de Abogados, 1975;
director, Escucla Nacional Preparatoria, 1880-1900; as

a lawyer, he admiristered wrban property belonging to the
estates of his father and two unclies; Attorney General,
1888. Family ties: Grandfather, José Castafieda; grand-
mother, Josefa de N&jera; fathexr, Manuel Castalteda y

234



N4djera, lawyer; mother, Dolores GonzalezEscalante, Vidal
was one of fourteen children; brother, Lauro Castaneda y
N&ajera was an army cfficer; wife, Clotilde Espinosa de
Monteros; brother-in-law, Alfredo Balbot, in 1857 intro-
duced gas flghts to Mexicn Clty, one Lic. Francisco
Castafieda y Néjera, merchant in Michoacdn, died 1876.
Died: May 9, 1903 at 70 years in Mexico City.

Source: AJ/514670 and 831242; Contescidn: Vidal Castafieda
v Najera (TXU GZG378.72 ES68 no. l): Corona Funebre
(dedicada al Sr. Lic. D. Francisco Castatieda y N&jera,
mierto en Michoacén, 1/27/1876; DO 1891: El Siglo XIX,
Janvary b, 18%2; Estatutos del Nacional Colegio de Abogados
de México (THU GB63.73 MER); Detavio Gonzalez Cardenas,

Los cisn afos de la Escuela Nacional Preparatoria, p. 42;
México, 1891i; Peral.

Castillo, Apolinar (Delegate for Oaxaca). Born: July 23,
1840, Caxaca. Education: Studied pharmacy, Oaxaca.
Professional activities: Professor of Chemistry, Oaxaca,
1870, and later in Orizaba, 1875; journalist; publisher.
Public offices: Regidor, ayuntamiento of Oaxaca, 1869:
Deputy for Juchitdn, QOaxacan legislature, 1871; jefe
politico y comandante mllltar, Caxaca, 1871; President of
Orizaba, 1877: jefe politico of Cordoba, 1878; simultaneous-
iy elected Deputy for Orizaba and Senator for Veracruz,
1878; Governor of Veracyvuz, 1380; Senator of ¥Yucatdn,

1896 or 1898; also represented Nuevo Ledn in Congress.
Business interests: Owned sugar hacienda Ekal, located in
the Yucatén:; land development in Michoacé&n; director and
manager of Mexico City Street Car Company; Mexico City
real estate. Family ties: Father, Evaristo or Francisco
Castillo; mother Juana Ramirez, born 1894 in Caxaca; wife,
Concepcidn Santo Prado of San Andres Chalchicomula,
Puebla: five children (one was mentally incompetent);
father-in-law, Jos¢ Santos del Prado; mother-in-law, Luz
Arcos. Died. March 30, 1902, Mexico City.

Source: AJ/484238; ANG/José Maria Veldsquez, 1892, items
§5, 99 and lG Cagasola, Efemerides, 1900, p. 79; DO 1891;

Fl Dictzmen }ll.a Diario Ucracru;ano Independente de
Inforgaciéd, p'll 2, 1302; bULE, 1823, p. 54; Holms,
p. 363; Lo hi_z, ad, January 27, 1881l; Mestre; Porrfia;
The Moiican borald, October 11, 1895,

Chézari, Estchan {Delegate for Chiapas). Born: 1844 in

Chiapas (mirihdate estimated from son's attendance at the
Escuela Nacional Preparatoria in 1891 at fourteen years of
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age; also Chézari entered Congress by 1878). Professional
activities: Authored discuros, or discussions for the
National Society of Geography and Statistics. Public
Offices: Entercd Congress 1878 representing Qaxaca.
Business interests: Owner of sugar producing hacienda,

La Concepcion, in Qaxaca. Family ties: Wife, Amelia
Frnochio.

Source: AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 226, p. 261; AJ/479509 (the will
of Eduardo Velé&zquez)}; Constituciones generales, 1878 (TXU
GZG972D6, Ser. 10, Vol, B}; Holms, p. 31l0.

Diez Gutiérrez, Pedro (Delegate for San Luis Potosi). Born:
1839 in Rio Verde, San Luis Potosf. Professional activi-~
ties: Part-time law practice. Public offices: Senator
from San Luis Potos{, 18921; Minister of Cobernacién; Gov-
erncr of San Luis Potosi. Business interests: Hacienga
Chrdenas. Family ties: Mother, Agustina Lopez Portillo

de Diez Gutiérrez; brother was lawyer, Brigadier General
and ex-Governor of San Luis Potosi, Carlos Diez Gutiérrez:
wife; Esther Gusman. Died: 1894 in San Luis Potosi.

Source: Cockeroft: DO March 30, 1891; Holms, p. 330;
La Lonja, p. 119; Mestre.

Elguezédbal, Alejandro (Delegate for Coahuila and Convention
Secretary). Born: Saltillo, Coahuila in 1864. Professional
aclivilies: Saltillo law office. Public offices: Deputy
and Senator representing at various times Coahuila and
Guerxero. Business interests: Landovmer and developer in
Coahuila, receiving a govermment concession in 1895 to
build an irrigation canal from the River Sabinas, in the
Monclova district, state of Coazhuila, to certain lands
owned by Elquezébal near Muzguiz, in Lhe same district:
President of the Compafifa Minera de la Paz, 189%8. Family
ties: Wife, Marf{a Galdn (father or uncle was Porfirian
Governor of Coahuila, José Maria Garza Galdn).

Source: AH-UNAM 6755; ANG/Ramdn E. Ruiz, 1898, 1lst
semester, item 37, p. 198; Cosfo Villegas, VPIFS; The
Mexican Herald, October 6, 1895,

Ercalante, Ignacic R. {Del=gate for the Faderal District).
Born: 1851 in Mexico City. Professional activities:
Publisher. Business interests: Owner ol Bl Taller de
Escalante, an important Mexico City printing and publisher
firm. Family ties: Father, Francisco Escalante; mother,
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Josefa Riesgo; wife, Leonor Empéaran; three children. Died:
Jalapa, Veracruz, January 18, 1909.

Source: BAJ/6566136:; Porrua.

Escobedo, Arcadio (Delegate for the Yucatfn). Born: Jan-
wary 12, 1844 in Mérida. Public offices: Interim Governor
of the Yucatén, January 15, 1313 to February 26, 1913.
Business interests: Owner of the henequen producing
Hacienda Santa Cruz, in Tixkokob, Yucatidn. Died: January
26, 1830 in Mérida at the age of eighty-six.

Source: México, Secretaria de Hacienda y Crédito Pdblico,
Catalogo de construcciones religipsos del estado de Yucatdn,
Pp. XLVIII; Holms, p. 363; Mestre.

Escobedo, Mariano (Delegate for the Federal District and
President of the Unidn Liberal Convention). Born: Janu-
ary 16, 1826, Galeana, Nuevo Lebn. Education: Primary
and/or preparatory education received in Nuevoe Ledn.
Professional activities: Military service began as a
Private in 1846 when the United States invaded Mexico;

he returned to civilian life directly afterwards. Esco-
bedc's career as an officer did not commence until 1855
when he fought in support of the principles of the Plan of
Ayulta; thercafter he was in active duty until his death
in 1902, though field service was between 1846 and 1876.
Highlights from his distinguished military career include
command as Captain of forces in San Luis Potosi, Nuevo
Ledn and Zacatecas in the 1850's; at ais own expense, he
fought nomadic Indians in the north; during the Reforma,
called in its day, the Three Years War, he fought with
Vidaurrld in Zacatecas and Jalisco; imprisoned by Tomds
Me]ia; during the French Intervention he fought at the
battle of the 5th of May in Puebla; in 1863 imprisoned
again, escaping to Orizaba where he joined Dfaz and helped
organize the Eastern Army; he was a Brigadier General when
he returned north to organize the Northern Army, defeating
the French at Santa Gertrudis and the Baittle of San
Jaclento. Judrez wmade him Chief of Operations; he
captured Maximilian in Querdtaro; President of the Supreme
Court of Military Justice, 1l882-1%02. For a gdetailed
listing of milit:xy service see Gustavo Ldépez Gutiérrez,

Egcobedo:. Uarunlicing devdoratica herenfritn de Chiawpas,
18201902 (Tuxtla Gutidrrez, 1%68). Punlic offices:

Governocr ot Nuevo Ladn, 1865 and l866: Governor of San Luis
Potosf, 1868; Minister of War and Navy in Sebastidn Lerdo
de Tejada's administration, 1876; Deputy in the 1880's
representing Nuevo Leén and Aguascalientes. Business
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interests: Owner of Hacienda Manulique Nuevo Leén;

various ranchos in Tamaulipas; conducted hacienda business
and investments from San Luis Potosi and San Miguel Allende,
Guanajuato. Family ties: Father, Maguel de Escobedo,

born in Nuevo Ledn, 1874; mother, Maria Rita de la Peria.
Died: May 22, 1902 in Tacubaya, a suburb of the Federal
Mistrict.

Sources: AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 3L, p. 535, Tomo 74; AJ/901471
and 2905749; AM XI/ILL1/1-72 (3 tcmos); ANG/Daniel T.
Castarfeda, 1898, lst semester, item 16, p. 23; Gustavo
Lépez Gutifrrez, Escoubedo: _Replblico demdcrata benemerito
de Chiapas, 1826-1902; La Longa, p. 25; Leduc; Mestre;
Pletcher, Rails, Mines and Progress; Porrda.

Escontria, Blas (Delegate for San Luis Potosf). Born:
February 5, 1847 in San Luis Polosi. Education: Prepara-
tory in El Seminaric de San Luis Potosi; studied engineering
in Mexico City, graduating El Colegio Mineria de México in
1872. Professional activities: Engineer; Director of the
Iinstituto de Cientifico of San Luis Pctosi, 1886, Public
cffices: Entered Congress as Deputy in 1876, representing
San Luis Potosi; Governor of San Luis Potosi, 1897-1902;
Minister of Development, Colonization, Industry and Com-
merce, 1l8C5-06. Business interests: Investments, especial-
ly in banks: ownex of urban real estate in the city of

San Luis Potosi. Family ties: Father, Manuel Escontria;
mother, Guadalupe Bustamente:; maternal grandfather,
Anostasico Bustamente; wife, Guadalupe Salin, marrvied 1884 ;
nine children; fathar-in-law, Rafael Salin, born in San
Sebastin, Spain; mother-in-law, Martina Cigorrafa, also
S8panish, Died: January 4, 1906 in Mexico City.

Source: AH-UNAM 44556; AJ/515265; Beals; Cockcroft; Cos{o
Villegas VPIPS; Ipina family history; La Lonija; Leduc;
Mestre; Peral; Porrda; The Mexicen Herald, August 26, 1898,

Escudero, Ignacio M. (Delegate for Sinaloa). Born: 1836 in
Mexico City. Professional activities: July, 1853,
Sergeant of the Lancercs regiment; January, 1856, Teniente
under Comonfort; March 1858, Battle of Salamanca; March 20,
1858, Battle of Santa Ana Acatlén; April 11, 1859, Battle
of Tacubaya:; 1862, fortified Mazatlédn; 1866, Quarter-
Master of the Cccidental Prmy and Chief of the Vancuard;
1867, Major Geniral of the division in Jalisco; 1871
{(November 22), nead of the Plan of Moria rewvolt in Culican,
Sinaloa; 1877, Comandante Militar and Chief of the Federal
Forces in Tepic: 1879, Ceomandantc Militar of the Federal
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District; September 17, 1881, decorated for efforts during
the Reforma; 1882, celebrates 30 years of uninterrupted
service; 1890, the Governor of Sinaloa gave him a diploma
for services rendered during the Intervention {1864-~-1866);
Cctober 1891-November 1892, Oficial Mayvor {undersecretary)
and acting Minister of War. Public offices: 1884,
Scnator for Sinaloa; 1891-32, Undersecretary and acting
Minister of War. Business lnterests Mexico City real
estate; President of the Tres Marias mining company,
1892-189%6; land speculation, Lago de Cuitzio, State of
Mlchoacdn. Family ties: Father, Antonic Escudero; mother,
Maria del Carmen Rebollo; wife #l, Dolores Revueltas {died
1891) ; seven children, Maria Porfiria Esther, Ignac1o,
Hilario, Domelita, José Sebastlén, Maximo Agustin, Maria
de los Dolores; wife #2, Maria Vega y Osuma (born 1875,
Sinaloa). Died: 1904,

Source: AJ/751714; BAM XI/YI1XI/1-73 (3 tomos); ANG/Herminio
Arteaga, 1892, 2nd semester, item 7, p. 15; item 97,

p. 181l; 18%3, 2nd semester, item 121, p. 147; 1894,

1st semester, item 76, p. 83: Almanague Bouret, 1896, COSlO
Villegas, VPIPS, DO January 2, 1851 and June 30, 1891;
Mestre.

Evia, Domingo (Delegate for the Yucatdn). Professional
activities: Colonel in the military, 1848-1862, Political
offices: Jefe politico.

Source: Holms, p. 337; Lazaro Pavia, Ligeros apuntes
hiogrificos de los jefes polftices..., tomo II, p. 46.

Garcia, Amado (Delegate for Tlaxcala). Public office:
Represented Tlaxcala in Congress in 1888.

Source: Debates, 1888.

Garcia, Trinidad (Delegate for Zacatecas). Born: May 28,
1831, Sombrerete, Zacatecas. Education: Trained as
pharmacist in the Federal District. Professional activi-
ties: Professor anc Director {1904) of the Escuela de
Sordo—nudos, author (see published works). Public offices:
Jefe Politico, Fresnillo, Zacatecas, 1867; Deputy, 1869-
1%04; Secretary of State aud Governor of Zacatecas;
Minister 0 Geobernacidn and Hacienda, 1877-1880; Director
of the Nacional Monte de Piedad (national pawn shop)
Business interests: Owner of Negociacién Mineria La
Esmeralda. Family ties: Uncle or father, Francisco Garc{a
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Salinas, Governor of Zacatecas, 1830's, uncle or father,
Trinidad Garcia, alcalde, Fresnillo, 1835; wife, Luz
valdez, born 1338; son, Genaro Garcia, lawyer, born 1865.
bied: February 2, or 18, 1906 in Mexico City.

Source: ANG/Herminio Arteaga, 1893, 2nd semester, item 84,
p. 106; ANG/José del Villexr y Marticorena, 1878, 2rd
semester, item 70, p. 195; Enciclopedia de México; Grande
enpresa de mindS..... (THU GZGB68.73 me8l. Vol, 10);
Mestre:; PorrGa; Villasenor.

Garcia Yaez, Manuel (Delegate for Tlaxcala).

Guinchard, Miquel (Delegate for Aguascalientes). Born:
1840 in Aguoscalientes. Public offices: Governor of
Aguascalientes, 1879; entered Congress as Senator [ox
Chiapas in 1882 before his gubernatorial {term was finished:;
later was Jeputy, representing Aguascalientes. Died:
December 21, 1.903.

Source: La Libertad, January 27, 188l; Mestre; México,
1891; rorrda.

Hornedo, Ricardo (Delegate for Aguascalientes). Born:
fguascallientas. Public coffices: Reprssented Michoacén
in Congress; Governor of Aguascalientes. Business
interests: Coalszionista (seller of hacienda goods);
Hornedo family owned haciendas in Aguascalientes. Family
ties: TFathor is assumed to be Francisco G. Hornedo, 1847-
1890, one-time Governor of Aguascalientes.

Source: AT/1777019; ANG/Daniel T. Castaneda, 1900, 2nd
semester, itew 3, p. 3; Cosfo Villegas, VPIPS:; Debates,
18388; Gula, 18%8, p. 668.

Jamet, Manucl {Delagate for Tabasco).

Limantour, José Tves {Delegate for México} . Born: December
26, 13%4, Morico City. Education: Escuela Nacional
Preparatoria, 1€59-1871; Escuela Naciocnal de Jurispruden-
cla; graduait.d, 1873, Prcfessional activities: Lezturer
of political economy, 1876, Escuela Superxior de Comerclo;
Interinm professor of international law, 1878, Escuela
Nacional de Jurisprudsncia; author (see published works)
editor of La Litwivtad; published EL Foro, a Mexico City
law journal.. FPublic offiices: 1881, Regidox for Mexico
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City: Deputy for the Federal District, 1886; Undersecre-
tary and then Minister of the Treasury, 1893-1S11.

Business interests: Familly owned haciendas in the state
of México and Veracruz; urban property owner in Mexico
City. TFamily ties: Father, José Ives Limantour, French
merchant and businessman; Mother, Adela Marquet, also
Prench; brother, Julio Limantour, wealthy businessman

and banker, married te Elena Mariscal, the daughter of
Mex%can Qero and statesman, CGeneral Ignacio Mariscal; wife:
Maria Canas de Buch; three children. Died: Paris, 1935.

Source: AH-UNAM 1364; AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 12 and Tomo 191:
AJ/631839; AJ/631847 (will of brother Julio Limantour):
ANG/Alberto Lombardo, 1878, lst semester, item 6, p. 18;
item 9; Limantour/Correspondencia; Alegato de buena prueba
{(TXU GZ345.4¢894 Ser. 3, Vel, 1, no. 2); Almenague Bouret,
1896; W. B. Aston, The Public Career of Don Jnsd Ives
Limanteour; Bazant; 2025 1907, 1908; Carlos Duico, Limantour;
José Ives Limantour, &puntes scbrea me vida pablica:
Ricardo Ortega v Pdrez Gallardo, Historia genealogica de
lag familias maz antiquas de México; Porria; SA.

Lombardo, Alberto (Delegate for Guerrero). Born: 1844,
Mexico City. Education: FE1 Colegio de San Ildefonso,

1856; attended law school in the Federal District and San
Luis Potosi. Professional activities: Mexico City law
practice and notarial service; journalist. Public offices:
kepresented Guerrero in Congress. Family ties: Father,
Francisco Lombardo, lawyev, jurist, professor, Minister

of the Treasury aud LIorelgn Relations, born 179% in Hidalgo;
Francisco Lombardo sigaed Mexico's act of independence from
Spain; brothexr, Hamicl Lambardo.

Source: AH-UNAM 1364G6: 156G18: AH-UMAM/ENP Tomo I, items
28, 355, L6, 97, 95; Tono VI, p. 41; ANG/Alberto Lombardo,
1878-1898; Limantour/Unrxrespondencia, July 4, 1886;
Almanaque Bourew, 1047, p, 213; Ll Foro, March 2, 1878:
La rirpeycead, Jenucry L3, 18280; Leduc (for Francisco
Lornbardo) . '

Lomeli, Sabfs (Delegaie for Jalisco). Born: Tololotlén,
Jalisco, 1836. Prroizuzicnal activities: Brigadier General,
December 23, 100" Corrurnor Corona nade Lomell head of the
state's militairy, 1305; jeve polftico in Jalisco; Governor
of Jalisco. Dicd: Cuadalajara, 1900.

Source: Cosfo Villegas, VPIPS; Mestre.
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Luelmg, Pedro (Delegate for Veracruz). Born: 1830 {Birth-
date is an estimate based on Luelme's purchase of eccelsias-
tical goods in Veracruz during the Reform pericd). Profes-
sional activities; Lawyer or public official. Business
interests: Booksellexr, stationer, fancy goods, furniture
and hardware in Jalapa, Veracruz.

Source: Bazant; México, 189l.

Llaven, Magfin (Delegate for Chiapas). Born: 1838, Chiapas
{birthdate estimated from son's entrance into law school

in 1888). Education: Preparatory in Chiapas; law school
in Tabasce or Chiapas prior to 1877 when he was writing

for local newspapers. Professional activities: Colaborador,
or contributor to Tabascan newspaper. Public office:
Represented Chiapas in Congress. Business interests: Live-
stock hacienda in Qaxaca. Family ties: Son, Victor Manuel
Llaven, attended Instituto de Ciencias y Artes del Estado
de Chiapas and later the Instituteo Literario de Hidalgo;
1888 entered first year of law school at the Instituto
Literario de Hidalgo.

Source: BHEH-UNAM 1920 (for Victor Manuel Llaven); ANG/
Manuel Briseflo Ortegqa, Minutas, 1897-13%00, p. 14-18;
Francisco G. Santamaria, Datos, materials i apurntes para
la historia del periodismo en Tabasgscoe, p. 45, item 57.

Macedo, Miguel S, {(Delegate for Michoacdn). Born: June 8,
1856 in Mexico City. Education: Graduated Escuela Nacional
Preparatoria, 1874; graduated Escuela lacional de Juris-
prudencia, 1880. Professional activities: Professor of
penal law and other courses at the Escusla Nacional de
Jurisprudencia; author (see publish=2d works); editor, La
Libertad. Public offices: ©Deputy; Undersecretary of
Gopernacidén, 1909; alcalde on Mexico City council, 1889~
1829; President ©f the Federal Distriect, 189%8-1£99.
Business interests: Lawyer for the Banco Mexicano de
Comercic y Industria. Family ties: Father, Portuguese
merchant; brother Unidn Liberal delegate, Pablo Macedo.
Died: July 14, 1929 in Mexico City.

Source: AH-UNAM 15741 and 46512; Beals; Mestre; The Mexican
Yearbook 1909-19810: Miquel S. Macedo, Mi Barrio; Porrda.

Macedo, Pablo (Delegate for México). Born: February 21,
1851 in Mexico City. Education: Preparatory education at
the Colegio de San Ildefonso, 1858; trained as a lawyer at
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the Escuela Nacional de Jurisprudencia, 1866-1871. Profes-
sional activities: Private, internaticonal law practice
{clients include the Banco Nacional de Mexico in 1892);
Professor of Political Economy and latexr Director of the
Escuela Nacional de Jurisprudencia; Director of the Escuela
Hacional Preparatoria, 1908; author {see published works}.
Public effices: Deputy; Mayor of the Federal District,
1898, Business interests: Director, Compaiiia Fundadora de
Fierro y Acero de Monterrey, 19Q07; Director of the Caja

de Préstamos, 1908; Vice FPresident and lawyer, Banco de
Londres y México; President, Banco Mexicano de Comercio y
Industria; owner of 3,620,532 hectares of land in Baja
California; owner of urban real estate in Mexico City.
Family ties: Father, Portuguese merchant; hrother, fellow
Unidn Liberal delegate, Miguel S. Macedo:; wife, Concepcidn
Veldzquez: no children; brother-in-law, fellow Unidn
Liberal delegate, Eduardo Veldzquez. Died: Christmas day.,
1918 in Madrid, Spain.

Source: AB-UNAM 1302 and 15300; AJ/L053128; ANG/Ramon E,
Ruiz, 1898, lst semester, item 31, p. 167:; item 92, p. 610;
item 157, p. 1038; ANG/José Maria Veldzquez, 1892, 2nd
semester, item 20, p. 69; item 30; item 110; Beals; Cossio,
Jose L., Monopolic y fraccionamientgo de la propiedad
Rastica; DDS 1907, 1808: Mestre; The dMexican Herald, Oct-
ober 8, 1895 and Januvary 7, 18%88; The Mexican Yearbook
1909-1910; Porrda; S5A, p. 28l; Villasetior.

MacManus, Tomds (Delegate for Chihuahua). Born: Chihuahua,
ldsd. Public offices: Deputy in state legislature:
between 1900 and 1910 represented the following states in
the federal legislature: Chiapas, Durango, Nuevo Ledn

and Queretaro: from 1213 to 1915 was a federal Senator.
Business interests: Owned hacienda in Municipio del Valle
de Zaragoza, District of Hidalgo, Chihuahua; operated Banco
Santa Eulalia, 1879; owner (with father and breother) of

dry goods store in Chihuahua. Died: In retirement in
Cuernavaca, 1945,

Source: ANG/Daniel T. Castadeda, 1897, 2nd semester,
“tem 29, p. 69; ANG/José Marfa Valdaguez, 1892, item 98,
p. 177; Almada, Dicgionario chihuahuenses; DDS 1907-1908;
Holms, p. 232; Walter McCaleb, Present and Past Banking
in liexico, p. 8.

Malton vy Valle, [gnacio (Delegate for Mexico). Born: 1836
in the state of Mexico (birthdate is estimate based on
Lafion y Valle's praesence in Congress, 1862). Public
cffices: Congress, 1862, Business interests: Owner of
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Hacienda Brito in Huamantla, Tlaxcala, which produced
maize and wheat; ons Manuel del Valle ¢wned S, Gaspar, a
hacienda in Valle de Bravo, state of México.

Source: AH/UNAM 11849; AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 197, p. 13;
Holms , p. 301; interview with Antonio Mafidn, hacienda La
Pila, Toluca, México; Antonio Mafidén is grand-nephew of
Ignacio Mafién y Valle.

Martel, Jesfis (Delegate for San Luis Potosi). Public
office: Deputy.

Source: Debates, 1888.

Mendizabal, Fernando {Delegate for Puebla). Born: 1836 in
Puebla (birthdate is estimate based on subtracting sixty
vears from date of death). Professional activities:
Cccasional law practice. Public office: Senator of Puebla,
entered by 1lBB0. Business interests: Owned haciendas

San Pedro Coxtocédn and St. Maria Coxtocan, both in Puebla.
Died: 1B96 on the hacienda San Pedro Coxtocédn.

Source: Holms, p. 319:; Rogsalie Evans Letters from Mexico,
p. 180. :

Nicoli, Jcsé Patricio (Delegate for Sonora). Born: 1835,
Yobain, Yucatdn (birthdate ig estimate based on subtracting
sixty years from date of death). Professional activities:
Mexico City law practice: cofcunder of the Instituto
Literario y Cientifico de Sonora; author (see published
works). Public offices: Represented the Yucatdn, Sonora
and Guanajuato in Congress, entered as Deputy, 1376;
Secretary of State for Sonora, 1879, Died: Mexico City,
1895.

Source: Almada, Diccicnario soneorese; Enciclovedia de
México; Mestre; Porrua.

NGfez, Roherto (Delegate for Aguascalientes). Born: Dec-
emper 1, 1859 in Mexico City. Education: Graduated from
the Escuela NMacional Preparatoria, 1874, after having
attended preparstory in Tlaxcala, 1870-1873; received law
degree, 18078. Frofzssional activities: Mexico City law
office. Public offices: Promotor fiscal, District Court,
Hidalgo, 1878; jusz, District Court, San Luis Potosi,

1879; juez, second correctional court of Mexico City, 1880;
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iafe de la secretaria de beneficencia, Ministry of Gober-
nacidn, 1881; Deputy, 1882-191ll; regidor, Mexico City,
1886-1888; undersecretary of the Ministry of Finance,
1893-1911; Procurador for Mexico before the Comision
Mixta de Reclamaciones Mexico-Guatemala; Ministro
nlenipotenciario before the Republic of Salvador, for the
signing of a peace, commerce and navigation treaty;
secretary of the commission to reform the commercial cede.
Business interests: Advisor to the Banco Hacional de
México; Director of the Caja de Préstamos, 1909; owner of
urban real estate, Family ties: Grandfather, Cecl. Fran-
cisco NGhez; grandmother, Filomena Gonqbra- father; José
Higinio Nfinez; mother, Juana Castafiarez; wife, Josefina
Prida y Arteaga (born Caxaca); nine children, father-in-
law, Francisco Macario de Prida Palacios (born in Madrid,
Spain); mother-in-law, Josefa Arteaga y Mantecdn Pacheco,
Marqueza de Arteaga (born in Qaxaca). Died: Dccember 27
or 30, 1912, Paris, France {ieft Mexico with Diaz on the
Ipiranga, May 31, 191l).

Sourca: AH-UNAM 1436, 15650; AJ/868212; Torsten Dahl,
editor, Linaijes en M&xico, Tomo I; DO 1891; Los hombres
del centenario; Mestre; The Mexican ¥Yearbook, 1909-1910;
Porrda.

Palencia, Francisco (Delegate for Colima). Born: 1843,
Jalisco. Public offices: Represented Colima in Congress,

Source: Debates, 183%31-92.

Pardo, Emilic Jr. (Delegate for Zacatecas). Born: 1850 in
Mexico City. Education: Graduated Escuela HNacional de
Jurisprudencia, 1871l. Professicnal activities: Mexico
City law practice; professor of business law at the
Escuela Nacional de Commrcio, 1898, and professor of
selected cases at the Escuela Nacional de Jurisprudencia;
author (see published works). Public cffices: Represen-
tated the Federal District in Congress: Magistrate in

2nd and 5th Sala, Federal District Court, 1821; Minister
in Belgium. Business interests: Director of the Banco
Internzceional e Hipotecario de México, 1809-1919. Family
ties: Fathar, Manuel Pardo; mother, Rosaura Sabariego;
wife, Enriquita Aspe; father-in-law, fzllow Unién Liberal
delegate, Francisco de P. wspe. Died: January 9, 1911,
Maxico City.

Source: AH-UNAM 1140 and 2770; AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 49, p. 1l;
AJ/1l46517 {(the will of Francisco de P. Aspe): ANG/Herminio
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Arteaga, 1891, item 7, p. 10; ANG/Eduardo Escudero, 1895,
Tomo I, items 5, 6, 8, and 9; ANG/Alberte Lombardo, 1897,
item 26; DDS 1907, 1908; Mestre; Porrda, SA, p. 283;
Villasenor.

Peniche, Manuel (Delegate for Campeche}. Born: Auvgust 22,
1834, Mérida. Bducation: TFinished legal education in
185G: 1859 graduated as agrimensor or land surveyor.
Professional activities: Mexico City law office; historian
(see published works}; journalist. Public offices:

Regidor on Mérida's ayuntamiento before moving to the
Federal District; entered Congress by 1862, eventually
becoming Senator for the Yucatdn and Campeche. Business
interests: In the capital Peniche represented Yucatecan
railway and banking interests; several Peniches owned
sugar plantations in the Yucatdn; owned 2,188,174 hectares
of land in Sonora. Died: 1899 in Veracruz.

Source: ANG/Daniel T. Casgaﬁéda, 1898, lst semester, item
16, p. 23; Almenague vy Guia de Foresteros, 1874; cossio,
Jose L., Monopelio v fraccionaniento de la propiedad
rustica; Holms, p. 364; Mestre; Porrda; SA, p. 115,

Pefia, Praxsdis de la (Delegate for Cpahuila). Born: 1844
in Coahuila (birthdate estimated from data in the will of
his son, also named Praxedis de la Feha, who died in 1926
at the age of fifty). Public offices: Interim Governor
of Coahuila, 1909. Businecss interests: Owned E1 Pilar,
Nuevo Ledn and Compuertas, cotton and maize producing
haciendas in Coahuila; President of ths Banco de Copahuila;
Vice-President of the Banco de la Laguna: interest in San
Fatricio, a mine located in Chihuahuwa; varicus industrial
interests (e.9., La Compaiiia Industrial Jarbonera de la
Leguna) . Family ties: Wife; Concepcidn Valdes; Pefla was
a2 cousin of Ernesto Madero; son, Praxedis de la Peha.

Source: AH-UNAM 2027: 16262; AJ/1439921 (the will of his
son, 2 tcmos); Holms, p. 256 and 287; Los hombres del
centenaria; Stanley Ross, Madero, the Avostle of the
Mexican Revolution.

Pérez Verdia, Luis (Delegate for Jalisco). Born: April 13,
1837, Guadalajara, Jalisco. Educaticn: Attended Jlaw
school in Guadalajara: graduzted in 1877. Professional
activities: Occasional law practice; Frofessor of History,
University of Guadalajara; historian (see published works);
publisher of La Republica Literaria. Public oifices:
Deputy in Jalisco state legislature and federal Congress;
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magistrate in Jalisco; Plenipotentiary Minister to Guate-
mala; Mexico's representative to the IV Interamerican
Conference, Buenos Aires, 1910, Died: August 15, 1914,
Guatemala City.

Source: ANG/Herminio Arteaga, 1891, item 7, p. 10; Cosio
Viliegas, VPIPS: DDS 1207, 1908 Ignacic Davila Garbi,

"La Historia de Pérez Verdia" in Historia Moderna, April-
June, 1954; Joseph Robert Juarez, Conflict and Cooperation
between Church and State; The Archbishopric of Guada-
lajara during the Paorfiriata, 1876-1911; Mestre; Porrda:
Pedro Serrano, Hispanistas Mexicanas, Tomo I, p. 58;
Villasefior,

Pimentel, Emilio (Delegate for Qaxaca). Born: Tlaxiaco,
Oaxaca in 18537. Education: Studied law in Oaxaca.
Professional activities: Mexico City law practice;
catedratico in administrative and constitutional law at
the Escuela Nacional de Comercio, 1899; author of studies
in geography and astronomy. Public offices: Deputy for
Oaxaca; Minister to Argentina; regidor and later Fresident
of the Federal Districkt; Governor of Oawaca, 1902-1911.
Family ties: Father, Gabriel Pimentel; mother, Maria
Velasco; wife; Amparc Jordan, who died w;thln a year of
their marriage; 1 illegitimate daughter, Maria Pimentel
de Espertn (married to José EsperdSn), living in Oaxaca as
of 1926, Died: March 10, 1926 in Veracruz.

Source: AJ/1548095; DO May 15, 1891; Los hombres del
centenario; Mestre:; The Mexican Herald, January 7, 1898,
and August 12, 1898; Porrda.

Pineda, Rosendo (Delegate for Qaxaca, Territory of Tepic
and Vice President of Unién Liberal Convention). Born:
March 3, 1955, Juchitd&n, Oaxaca. Education: Preparatory
and legal training in Caxaca. Professional activities:
Private secretary to Manuel Romero Rubio; occasional law
practice. Public cifices: Deputy for Qaxaca. Business
interests: Council for the Banco de Londres y México.
Died: Mexico City, September 13, 1914.

Source: DO January 2, 18%1; DDS 1907, 1908; Mestre:
Porrta, Villasefor.

Pliego Pérez, Antonio (Delegate for Tepic). Born: 1854,
state of Mexico. Public offices: Represented Territory
of Tepic in Congress. DBusiness interests: Pliego Pérez
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family were long-time landowners in the state of México;
Director of the Caja de Préstamos, 1909-1910; comisario
for Banco de Estado de México; Delegate to the Asociacidn
Financiero Internacional: founder of "La Latina Americana,"’
an insurance company. Family ties: Wife, Bmparo Villalava
of México,.

Source: AH-UNAM 41037; ANG/José Mariz Veldsquez, 1892,
2nd semester, item 52, p. 153; DDS 19CG7, 1908; Holms, p.
301 for Pliego Rérez family:; interview with Esther and
Rosita Pliego y Alvaron; Los hombres gel centenario; The
Mexican Yearbook, 1909-1510.

Puebla, José& Antonio (Delegate for Colima). Born: 1825,
Mexico City. Public offices: Senator for Michoacén.
Business interests: Proprietcario or urban landowner worth
$£128,528 when he died. Family ties: Father, Policarpo
Pucsbla y Garcia from Spain; mother, Josefa Victoria, also
Spanish; wife, Josefa Reyes; sister, Concepcidn Puebla,
married to Francisco de la Fuente; niece, Emilia de la
FPuente married to Francisco Herrasti. Died: December 13,
1905, Mexiceo City.

Source: AJ/704776 (2 tomos); DO January 2, 1891.

Ramirez, Francisco M. {Delegate for Coahuila). Born: 1841,
San Miguel el Alto, Jalisco. Professiconal activities:
Lieutenant of the Cavalry, MNational Guard, January 1861;
Capitan, Fovember 1864; Commander of the Auxiliary
Sguadron of the Army, Cctoker 1866; Lieutenant Colonel of
the Cavalry, October 1876; Colonel of the Cavalry,

Augqust 1876; Permanent Colonel of the Cavalry, October
1881; Brigadier Genera}l, 1884; Chief of the Rural Forces
of the Federation: resigned June &, 1%911. Received govern-
ment pension of 4,927.50 pesos annually until he died in
1920. Public offices: Congressman. Died: January 13,
1920, Mexico City at 78 years.

Source: AJ/704776 (the will of his close friend, fellow
Union Liberal delegate, Jos¢ Antonio Puebla); AM/X-IIL/
2-601 (3 tomos): DDS 1907; Mestre; The Mexican Yearbook,
1209~1910; Porrfa.

Raydn, Frencisco (Delegate for Baja California). Born:
1859, Chilpancingo, Guerrero. Education: Enrolled in the
Escuela Nacional Preparatoria, 1874. Professional
activities: Lawyer. Business interests: Comerciante;
owned property in Guerrero. Family ties: Father, Susano
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Rayén, propietario from Guerrero: mother, Carmen Ramixez
or Antonia Gatica; wife #1, Carlotta Cabafias, born 1863,
Guerrero; five children; wife w2 Dolores Tejeda, from Avio
de Rosales, Michoacan. Died: August 2, 1909, Mexico City.

Source: AH~UNAM 50074; AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 49, p. 441;
AJ/9581212 and 692128: ANG/Daniel T. Castaifeda, 1897,
iltem 16, p. 32,

Redo, Joaguin (Delegate for Sinaloa). Born: Before 1844,
Sinaloa (origins based on the assumption that Joaguin
Redo was the father of Diego Redo, Governor ¢f Sinaloa,
1909 and later}. Public offices: In Senate by 1888,
represented Chihuahua and Colima. Business interests:
Owned El Dorado, sugar hacienda in Mazatlén.

Source: Almada, Diccicnario chihuahuenses; Beals; Dcbates,
18€8; DO April 25, 1891; Holms, p. 333; lreneo Paz, Los
honbres promenantes; Villasefior.

Rivas, Carlos (Delegate for Guanajuato). Born: 1844 in
Guaymas, Sonora. Education: Graduated law school in 1865.
Professicnal activities: Brigadier General, 1861l. Public
cffices: Governcr of the Federal District; Senator for
Hidnlgo, 1891. Business interests: Owner of the hacienda
El Pedon de los Ballos; owner of cotton factory La Constan-
cia Mexicana, located in Puebla; gerente, or manager of

La Seciedad de Terranos de Tepic, a land development com-
pany, founded in 1l851. Family ties. Father, Carlos Rivas;
motirer, Domilita Gdmez; brother, fellow Unidn Liberal
delazgale Francisco Rivas; sisters, Ana Rivas de Garcia
Mijares and Concepcién Rivas de Diaz Rugama; wife, Lenor
Rives de Rivas, a cousin. Died: Pneumonia in Mexico City
in 1908 at the age of 6G4.

Source: AN-UNAM 15231: AJ/120442 (6 tomos); PM XI/IIL/
2-340; AN de Puebla/Patricio Carrasco, 1896, lst semester,

item 61, p. 127; Beals; Coslo Villegas, VPIPS; DDS 1907;
Mestre.

r bvas Gfurz, Francisco (Delegate for the Territory of

Tepic) . Boxn: 1053, Tepic., Professional activities:
Tavght Greek at the Escuela Nacional Freparatoria, 1884,
Dugiress jnterests: Finca, §. Cayetano, located in Tepic.
Family %ies: rather, Carlos Rivas Gongdra; mother,
Huvﬂ1lta Gimez; brother, fellow Unién Liberal delegate,
Larlos Rivas; wife, Delfina Varela of Tepic., Died: Nov-
ember 27, 1919, Tepic.
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Scurce: AH-UNAM/ENP Tomo 47, p. 45; AJ/120442 (& tomos):
5IS 1907, 1908; Holms, p. 344; La Libertad, January 17,
1880,

Rocha, Sé&stznes (Delegate for Sonora). Born: Novembex 28,
1831, Mineral de Marfil, Guanajuato. Education: Educated
in Guanajuato until he entered El Colegio Militar, 1851;:
specialized in engineering. Professional activities:
Teniente de Ingenieros, 1853: Capitan, assigned to Mazatlén,
15854; Ceballeria, 1853-1861; Brigadier General, 1866;
Division General, 1871; Comisic de Servicios en Paris,
1376-1830; Comision de la Junta de Ovdanza, 1880; Director
of the Colegio Militax, 1880-188B3; in cormission of the
Secretary of War and Navy; served in several other
commissions, 1883-1897; total 51 years, 4 months and 5
days service. Public offices: Deputy for Puebla, 1884.
Family ties: Father, Colonel Francisco Rocha, aide to
Manyel Doblado;: mothexr, Dolores Hernandez; wife, Guadalupe
Ramlrez, born 1859 in San Miguel Allende (she received
12,000 pesos annually when Rocha died in 1897); four
children from marriage; three illegitimate children priorx
to marriage. Died; Maxch 30, 1897, Mexico City.

Source: AJ/404203; AM X1/II11/1-178, caja 148; ANG/José
Maria Velésguez, 1892, item 13, p. 18; Almada, Digcionario
chihuahuenses; Bazant; Bravo Ugarte, p. 73; Holms, p. 188
and 267 for Rocha family: La Licertad, January 1, 1880;

La Lonia; Paz, Porfirig Diaz: Levenda Historica:; Porrda;
Jegus Frausto Rodrigquez, S6stenes Kkocha; Lamega Sanchez,
Generales de Ingineros, p. B8l; Juan lamiel Torrea, La vida
de una institucitn gloriosa..., p. 143.

Rosas, Felipe {Delegate for the Yucatln and Secretary of
the Unidn Liberal Convention).

Sanginds, Aqustin (Delegate for Chihuahua). Born: 1850 in
Teoctitldn, Oaxaca. Professiconal activities: Military:
January 4, 1872, Lieutenant of the Cavalry; May 11, 1872,
Captain of the Cavalry; March 5, 1876, Sguadron commander:;
June 20, 1877, Chief of the Auxiliary Cavalry; July 25,
1884, Lieutenant Colonel of the Auxiliary Cavalry;

December 7, 1885, Lisutenant Colonel of the Regular
Cavalry; Novembecs 7, 1889, Colonel of the Auxiliary
Cavalry; Decembex 13, 1889, Cclonel of the Regulor Cavalry:
March 8, 1909, Brigadier General of the Regular Cavalry;
April 1914, Division General. Public offices: Jefe
politico, Chihuahua, 1888~92; jefe politico, Baja Califor-
nia, 1894-1900: Governor of Hidalgo, 1913, Business
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interests: Bakery in La Paz, Territory of Baija California.
Family ties: Father, José Maria Sanginés; mother, Pascuala
Calvillo; wife, Teresa Vallalva (born in Chihuahua); £five
children. Died: September 14, 1924, at the age of 74 in
Mexico City.

Snurce: AJ/1178986; AM 185 XI/111/1-187; Almada,
Diccionario chihuahuenses; La Libertad, January 13, 1880.

Saravia, Emiliano G., a.k.a. Saravia y Murda, Emiliano
(belegate for Durango} . Born: 1837 on Lhe Hacienda de
San Pedro Martir, Durango. Education: Instituto Julrez,
Durango. Professional activitiles: Occasional law prac~
tice:; editor of a Durango newspaper. Public offices:
Represented Durango in Congress, 1888. Business interests:
Sarabia Brothers owned Atotonilco and Esten Yervanis,
haciendas in Durango that produced maize, beans and live-
stock. Died: 1920.

Source: Holms, p. 258; La Libertad, January 15, 1880;
Porrda.

Sierra, Justo (Delegate for Campeche}). Born: January 26,
1848 in Campeche, then part of the Yucatédn. Education:
Primary in Mérida until 1861; transferred to El Colegio de
San Ildefonso, Mexico City where he finished his studies,
ohtaining a licentiate in 1871L. Professional activities:
Menico City law oifice; Professor of History at the Escuela
Nacicnal Preparatoria, 1B78-1899; founder of the National
University in 1911; author (see published works):; journalist
and editor. Public coffices: Represented Sinaloa in
Congress; Magistrate of the Supreme Court, 1893; Under-
secretary and later Minister of Public Instruction and

Fine Arts, 1lB84-191ll; Plenipotentiary Minister to Spain,
1912, Family ties: Father, Justo Sierra C'Reilly, writer
and jurist; wife, Luz Mayora Carpio; six children. Died:
1912 in Madrid, Spain,

Source: AH-UNAM 15265 and 24885; AH-UNAM/ENP, Tomo, 14?,
p- 1l4: Tomo 2, p. 18l:; Almanague Bouret, 1896; Cos
Villegas, VEIPS; DD5 1908-1909; El Pais, August 16, 1906
PorrGa; Martin Quirate, Gabino Barreda, Justo Sierra vy
El_Ateneo de la Juyventud; Villasetior; Silvio Zavela,
Tributo al Historiador Jus*o Sierra.

Sosa, Franciscg (Delegate for Campeche). Born: April 2,
1848 in San Francisco de Campeche then part of the Yucatdn.
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ion: Primary and secondary studies in Mérida.
sional activities: Professor: Director of the

nal Library; author, poet, and biographer (see

ned works): journalist and publisher. Family ties:
: José Domingo Sosa; mother, Manuela Escalante;
wife--bachelor. Died: Fecbruary 9, 1325 impoverished
Ceyoacan, a suburb of +the Federal District.
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curce: AJ/1221429; DDS 1907, 1908; La Libextad, January
., 1880; Mestre; México, 189l1l; Porrta; Francisco Sosa,
. episcopado mexicano.

My e in

velbzquez, Eduardo (Delegate for Guerrero). Born: 1863,
“illa de Guadalupe Hidalgo, a suburb of Mexico City.
frofessional activities: Journalist. Public offices:
Represented Puebla in Congress; Perfect of Guadalupe and
Mexico City's Chief of Police, 1895-97. Business interests:
Owmed ranchos in the Villa de Guadalupe and urban proper-
ties in Mexico City: private money lender. Family ties:
Father, Francisco Veldzdquez; mother, Clementina Estrada;
brother-in-law, fellow Unidén Liberal delegate, Pablo
Macedo: engaged to Carlotta Ricoy, daughter of Carlos
Ricoy and Modesto Pardo. Died: September 24, 1897 from
gunshot wound in the head.

Source: AJ/479509; Beals; Cosio Villagas, VPIPS (pp. 683-
688 for details of the event surrounding Veldzquez' death);
The Mexican Herald, Gctober 13, 1895.

Valenzuela, Jests (Delegate for Chihuahua). Born: December
24, 13856 in Guanacevi, Durango, Education: Instituto
Cientifico y Literario de Chihuahua; also attended the
Escuela Nacional Preparatoria; law school in Mexico City,
recaiving degree in 1877. Professional activities:

Author and poet (see published works): journalist;: pub-
lished La Revista Mederna de Mexice, 18%3. Public offices:
Represented Chihuahnwa in Congress. Business interests:
Hacienda Minas Nuevas, Chihuahua, assumed to be part of
the 6,954,626 hectares of lLand he also owned in the state.
Family ties: Father, Jestis Valenzuela; mother, Martina
Sanchez; wife, Juana Gonzdlez; five children. Died:

May 20, 1911, Mexico City.

Srurce: AH- UN M 9952; AH-UMAM/ENP Tomo 74; AJ/749875;
ANG/José Marfia Velasquez, 1892, item 60, p. 83; Almada,
Diccionario chihuahuanses:; Cossio, Jos€ L. Monopolio vy
iraccionamiento de la propicedad réstica; Holms, p. 250;
La Lipertad, Jenuary 1, 18380; Marquez Montiel, Hombres
celebres de Chihuahua.
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valenzuela, Nicolds (Delegate for Tabasco) . Born: 1851,
Tabasco (birthdate estimated on assumption that his father
was Policarpo valenzuela, born 1831 in Tabasco; also his
daughter's marriage in 1903). Professional activities:
Journalist. Business interests: Director, Banco de
Tabasco. Family ties: Assumed tO be son, possibly nephew
of Policarpo Valenzuyela, who has been described by Carleton
Beals in Porfirio Diaz, Dictator of Mexico as the "Terraza
of the socuth."”

gsource: Agricola Nacional de Tabasco, October 8, 191Ll:
RAeals: Cossfo, José L., Monopolic ¥ fraccicnamiento de la
sropiedad rdstica; Holms, p. 341 for “alenouslia familys

5% nonnces del centenario for Policarpo vValenzuela; 55,

p. 191; Francisco J. Santamar{a, Datos materiales i _apuntes
para la historia del pericdisno en TabascQ, 1825-1935,

p. 113, item 210.

zamacona, Manuel M. de (Delegate for the Federal District).
Porn: September 13, 1826, Puebla. Education: El Colegio
Czrolino and legal education at the Seminario Palafoxiano:
both schools were lccated in Puebla. FProfessional activi-
ries: Lawyer; Frofessor of History, Escuela Nacional
Preparatoria; Director of the Escuela Hacional de Artes ¥
Oficios para Mujeres, 1899; poet; journalist; publisher.
public offices: Deputy in Congress py 1862; Magistrate of
the Supreme Court; Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs, 186l1;
Minister Plenipotentiary and Minister of the United States,
1880. Business interests: Landowner in Puebla. Family
ties: PZamaconas were important landownexrs in Pucbla.

Died: May 29, 1504, Mexico City.

Cource: AN de Puebla/Patricio Carrasco, 1896, lst semester,
item 68, p. 138; item 113, p. 193; Archivo Juzgado Civil,
pPuebla. Circular. Ano de 1860; General Pleno, Roll 42,
Museo de Anthropologia, Microfilm; Bazant; Bravo Urgarte:
DDS 1907, 1908; Octavio Gonzdlez Cérdenas, Los cien afios
de la_Escucla Macional Preparatoria, 1l4; Mestre; Peral;
Porria.

vhrate, Julio (Delegate fox Veracruz). Born: April 12,
1844, Jalapn, Veracruz. Education: El Colegio de
Carolino de Puebla. Profassional activities: Historian
{see nublished works). Public offices: Entered Congress
py 1362 and servad throughout the Porfiriato, representing
the following states: Puebla, 1862; Campeche, 19127
Feders»l District, Veracruz and Aguascalientes; Minister

of Foreign Relations, 1879-1880; Magistrate of the Supreme
Court by 1902. Family ties: Grandfather owned hacienda
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.~ Jalapa; father, Manuel Z4rate, lawyer and intimate of
s-esident Sebastidn Lerdo de Tejada; brcther, Eduardo
Zarate, lawyer, professor, journalist and Deputy.

source: Constituciones qgenerales, 1878; Cosio Villegas,
-$125; Debates, 1862; DDS 1907, 1908: Mestre; Leonardo
Tzsquel, La genexracion liberal veracruzano, p- 363;
Sorrda; Villasetior.
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